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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Four

An Act relative to the reimbursement for loss of taxes on land

USED FOR PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS, ETC.

1 SECTION 1. Section Bof Chapter 635 of the Acts of 1960 is
2 hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 2. Section 5D of Chapter 59 of the general laws as
2 added by Section 12 of Chapter 797 of the Acts of 1979 is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the first sentence the words“includ-
-4 ing the metropolitan water district.”

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 59 of the general laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section SE, as added by Section 12 of Chapter797 of
3 the Acts of 1979, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section SE. The assessors of a city or town where land is ac-
-6 quired by such other city, town or district for water supply or
7 sewage disposal or for a public airport shall, within one year after
8 such acquisition, determine the average valuation of such land
9 under section five D and certify the amount so determined to such

ilO other city, town or district. The mayor or selectmen, the commis-
-11 sioners or prudential committee of a district, within six months
12 after receipt of said certificate, may appeal from such determina-
-13 tion to the appellate tax board, and upon the approval said board
14 shall determine the valuation in the manner provided in the preced-
-15 ing section, and section sixty-five, so far as applicable, shall govern
16 such appeal.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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17 If land within any city or town shall have been taken from it for
1 8 said purposes, and for any one of the three years prior to the taking
19 shall have been used for any public purposes, and for reason no
20 taxes have been collected thereon, the city or town and the board or
21 officer having charge of the land so taken may within six years after
22 such taking agree as to the value of the land upon which theannual
23 payment is to be made as aforesaid from the time of the taking, and
24 ifthey cannot agree the board or officer shall notify the city or town
25 thereof, and thereupon the value shall be determined by the appel-
-26 late tax board under said section sixty-five, and said notice shall be
27 deemed to be the notice referred to in said section sixty-five.”

1 SECTION 4. Section 5F of Chapter 59 of the general laws as
2 added by Section 12 of Chapter 797 of the Acts of 1979 is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the first sentence the words; includ-
-4 ing the metropolitan water district.”

SECTION 5. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, Chapter 58 of the general laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out sections 13 through I7A as most recently amended,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following new sections:
5 "Section 13. In nineteen hundred and seventy five and every
6 fifth year thereafter, the commissioner shall, on or before June
7 first, determine as ofJanuary first the fair cash value as hereinafter
8 provided ofall land inevery town owned by the metropolitan water
9 district for the purpose of a water supply, the protection of its

10 sources and located in a municipality other than the municipality
1 1 or municipalities in which the district lies or which constitute the
12 district, or by the commonwealth and originally acquired for the
13 purposes of a fish hatchery, game preserve or wildlife sanctuary, a
14 state military campground, the Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts,
15 the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke, a state forest, the University of
16 Massachusetts, or a state or county institution under the depart-
-17 ment of correction, the department of education, the department 1
18 of mental health, the department of public health, the department
19 of public welfare, or the department of youth services, land owned
20 by the Commonwealth known as the Wachusett Mountain State
21 Reservation and the Mount Greylock State Reservation, and of all
22 land owned by the commonwealth and under the care and control
23 of the department of environmental management and used for
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24 recreational or conservation purposes; and of all land held by the
25 county commissioners for hospital purposes; and of all land held
26 by the county commissioners for hospital purposes under sections
-27 seventy-eight to ninety, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and
28 eleven; and of all land held by the department of public works for
29 use as a solid waste disposal facility under sections eighteen
30 through twenty-four, inclusive of chapter sixteen, and ofall land in
31 the so called government center; additionally included therein
32 shall be the land used for the state public works building, transpor-
-33 tation building and capital building.
34 As used in this section “land” shall not include buildings, struc-
-35 tures, improvements or other things erected thereon or affixed
36 thereto.
37 To assist in insuring an accurate, and consistent method of
3g determining the fair cash value of land, the commissioner shall
39 prepare and file with the secretary of the commonwealth procedu-
-40 ral regulations.
41 The determination of value made under this section shall be in
42 such detail as to lots, subdivisions or acreage as the commissioner
43 may deem necessary. To assist in making such determination the
44 commissioner shall classify real property according to the uses
45 outlined in section 2A of Chapter 59 as most recently amended, as
46 well as chapter sixty-one or sixty-one A. The commissioner may
47 require oral or written information from any officer or agent of the
4g commonwealth or of any county or town therein and from any
49 other inhabitant thereof, and may require such information to be
50 on oath. Such officers, agents and persons, so far as able, shall
51 furnish the commissioner with the required information in such
52 form as he may indicate, within fifteen days after being so request-
-53 ed by him. No reimbursements hereunder on account of lands
54 owned by the commonwealth and under the care and control of the
55 department of environmental management and used for recrea-
-56 tional or conservation purposes shall be made from the Inland
57 Fisheries and Game fund.”
5g “Section 14. The commissioner, not later than May fifteenth of
59 each year in which he makes such determination, shall notify by
60 registered mail the assessors of each town where the Common-
-61 wealth owns, the Metropolitan Water District owns, or the county

62 commissioners hold land for the purposes named in the preceding
63 section of his determination of the value of each parcel of such land
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64 in such town.
65 A board of assessors aggrieved by a determination of thevalue of
66 any land as valued under sections thirteen or fifteen may make a
67 written application or a correction thereof to the appellate tax
68 board within twenty-one daysafter the date of notice, setting forth
69 the ground for such application for correction. Not later than July
70 fifteenth following, said board shall, upon the basis of such appli-
-71 cation or after giving such assessors a hearing, as the board may
72 determine, make a finding whether the commissioner acted in
73 accordance with section thirteen. If the board finds that the com-
-74 missioner failed so to act, it shall thereupon make a determination
75 of value in accordance with section thirteen and shall notify said
76 board of assessors and the commissioner of its determination, and
77 its decision shall be conclusive.”
78 ‘‘‘‘Section 15. The valuation determined under sections thirteen
79 and fourteen shall be in effect for the purposes ofsection seventeen
80 A during the year in which such valuation is made and the four
81 succeeding years, and until another valuation is made under said
82 sections thirteen and fourteen, except that whenever land is ac-
-83 quired by the commonwealth or by county commissioners for the
84 purposes set forth in section thirteen the commissioner shall adopt
85 the assessed valuation of said land made in the year last preceding
86 such acquisition, and such assessed valuation shall be the valuation
87 of the land for the purposes of said sections seventeen and seven-
-88 teen A, until a new valuation is madeby the commissioner or by the
89 appellate tax board under said section thirteen or fourteen; pro-
-90 vided, that as to land used for a state forest such assessed valuation
91 shall be reduced by deducting therefrom the value of all forest
92 products removed from such land between January first on which
93 it was last assessed and January first in the year for which the
94 reimbursement is to be made, the amount thereof to be certified
95 annually before February first to the commissioner by the director
96 of the division of forests and parks in the department of environ-
-97 mental management.”
9g “Section 16. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of sec-
-99 lions thirteen to seventeen, inclusive, land owned by the common-

-100 wealth for any of the purposes named in section thirteen which at

101 the lime of its acquisition by the commonwealth was exempt from
102 local taxation, except land under the care and control of the
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103 division of fisheries and wildlife and used as a game preserve or
104 wildlife sanctuary and which was at the time of its acquisition by
105 the commonwealth under the care and control of the federal gov-
-106 ernment and land under the care and control of the board of re-
-107 gents of higher education, shall not be included in any determina-
-108 tion of valuation under sections thirteen, fourteen or fifteen or in
109 any statement under section seventeen in any reimbursement under
110 section seventeen.”
111 “Section 17. In every year, not later than August first, the
112 commissioner shall deliver to the state treasurer a statement as to
113 the value of land owned by the commonwealth for the purposes
114 named in section thirteen in each town, and of the amount of
115 money to be paid to each of such towns as determined by the
116 following section.”
117 "Section 17A. The treasurer in ever year, not later than No-
-118 vember twentieth, shall reimbuse each town in which the common-
-119 wealth owns land for the purposes named in section thirteen, an
120 amount in lieu of taxes upon the value of such land as reported to
121 him by the commissioner under the preceding section, determined
122 by multiplying each thousand dollars of valuation or fractional
123 part thereof by the equalized tax rate of the town for the year as
124 determined by said commissioner.

1 SECTION 6. Chapter 650 of the Acts of 1941 is hereby re
2 pealed.

1 SECTION 7. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary, the commissioner shall not terminate reimbursements to
3 any community housing a public institution as outlined by section
4 thirteen of Chapter fifty-eight of the general laws when said institu-
-5 tion ceases to be used for its original purpose.

1 SECTIONS. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
2 contrary the monies appropriated for reimbursement to cities and
3 towns under this act shall not be less than one hundred percent of
4 the aid paid under this chapter during the fiscal year ending June
5 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty one provided the balance of
6 funds remaining after reimbursement under section seventeen A of
7 this act, shall be distributed subject to the provisions of section
8 eighteen C of Chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws.
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