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SENATE No. 213

By Mr. Cellucci, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 213) of Argeo Paul
Cellucci for legislation to authorize the Commissioner of Public Health to assist
homeowners in taking corrective measures with respect to urea formaldehyde foam
insulation in their homes. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act to authorize the commissioner of public health to
ASSIST HOMEOWNERS IN TAKING CORRECTIVE MEASURES WITH RE-
SPECT TO UREA FORMALDEHYDE FOAM INSULATION IN THEIR HOMES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by adding the follow-
-2 ing chapter;

4 Section I. This act may be cited as the “Urea Formaldehyde
5 Foam Insulation Corrective Measure Act”.
6 Section 2. (a) The commissioner of public health may make
7 and enter into contracts to make, grants to any person eligi-
-8 ble under section 4 for purposes of assisting such person in tak-
-9 ing corrective measures with respect to urea formaldehyde

10 foam insulation in a home owned by such person, or reimbur-
-11 sing suchperson for expenses incurred in taking such correc-
-12 tive measures.
13 (b) Grants received under this section may be used only for
14 the following expenses relating to the taking of corrective
15 measures with respect to urea formaldehyde foam insulation
16 in a home.
17 (1) fees charged for the services of a contractor;

18 (2) fees charged for building permits;
19 (3) fees charged for the provision of estimates;

20 (4) fees charged for laboratory and onsite testing:
21 (5) fees charged for information;
22 (6) fees charged for materials;

®ije (!loinuuTnuiealtl| of fflaaoaduuu’tto

3 CHAPTER 94D.



SENATE No. 213. [Jan.2

ft

£

(7) fees charged for the rental or, when appropriate, the
purchase of equipment, including safety equipment;

23
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(8) expenses incurred in cleaning a home that are required
as a result of corrective measures taking in such home; and
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(9) any other expense determined by the commissioner to
be reasonable and directly related to the taking of corrective
measures with respect to urea formaldehyde foam insulation
in a home.
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(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), each grant
under this section shall be in an amount determined by the
commissioner to be appropriate, taking into consideration the
expenses of the homeownerinvolved, the number of applicants
for grants under this section, an the amount of funds available
for such grants.
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(2) No grant under this section may be for an amount ex-
ceeding $lO,OOO.
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Section 3. The commissioner may provide technical informa-
tion and assistance
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(1) to any homeowner, to assist such homeowner in identi-
fying the presence of formaldehyde foam insulation in a home
of such homeowner and detecting and measuring the level of
formaldehyde gas in such home, and
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45 (2) to any person eligible under section 4, to assist such per-

son in taking corrective measures with respect to urea for-
maldehyde foam insulation in a home owned by such person.

46
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48 Section 4. (a) A person shall be eligible for assistance under

section 2 or 3(2) only if such person49
50 (1)(A) is the owner of a home insulated with urea for-

maldehyde foam insulation, which home has levels of for-
maldehyde gas that exceed 0.1 per million or such lower
amount as the commissioner determines may cause adverse
effects on the health of any resident of such home; or
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(B) is or was the owner of a home insulated with urea for-
maldehyde foam insulation, which home had or is likely to
have had levels of formaldehyde gas that exceeded 0.1 part
per million or such lower amount as the commissioner deter-
mines may cause adverse effects on the health of any resident
of such home, and incurred expenses in taking corrective
measures with respect to such insulation after December 31,
1969; and
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63 (2) submits an application for such assistance not later than
64 the expiration of the eighteen-month period following publica-
-65 tion of notice of the availability of such assistance under sec-
-66 tion s(b).

67 (b) No person may receive assistance under this act with
68 respect to more than three homes.
69 Section 5. (a) Application for assistance under this act shall
70 be in such form and according to such procedures, as the com-
-71 missioner shall prescribe.
72 (b) As soon as practicable following the availability of funds
73 to carry out this act, the commissioner shall publish in the
74 Code of Massachusetts Regulations a notice of the availabili-
-75 ty of assistance under this act. Such notice shall include a clear
76 and concise description of the program ofassistance establish-
-77 ed in this act, the requirements for eligibility for such
78 assistance, and the procedures for applying for such assistance.
79 Section 6. The commissioner shall conduct suchaudits of ex-
-80 penses and home inspections as he determines are appropriate
81 to ensure that assistance provided under this act utilized in
82 accordance with the requirements set forth in this act and in
83 any regulations issued by him under this act.
84 Section 7. Not later than the expiration of the ninety day
85 period following the date of the enactment of the act the com-
-86 missioner shall issue each such regulations as are necessary
87 to carry out the provisions of this act. The commissioner may
88 revise such regulations from time to time, as he determines
89 necessary.
90 Section 8. The commissioner shall annually prepare and sub-
-91 mit to the legislature a comprehensive report describing the
92 activities of the commissioner in carrying out the program of
93 assistance established in this act. Such report shall include any
94 recommendations for modifications in such program that he
95 considers necessary or desirable as a result of administering
96 such program.
97 Section 9. For purposes of this act:
98 (1) The term “corrective measure” means
99 (A) an improvement in the sealing of interior surfaces of

100 exterior walls in a home in a manner that prevents or effec-
-101 tively reduces the emission of formaldehyde gas from urea for-
-102 maldehyde foam insulation into living areas in such home;
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(B) an improvement in the ventilation of living areas and
urea formaldehyde foam insulated wall cavities in a home in
a manner that facilitates the dispersal of formaldehyde gas
and prevents excessive moisture;
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(C) the addition of an air-to-air heat exchanger in a home
in a manner that facilitates the retention of heat while increas-
ing ventilation;
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(D) the partial or complete removal of urea formaldehyde
foam insulation in a home; or
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(E) any reasonable action taken with respect to a home con
taining urea formaldehyde foam insulation that is determin
ed by the commissioner to effectively reduce the level of for
maldehyde gas in such home.
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116 (2) The term “home” means a one-to four-family dwelling

or a manufactured home.117
(3) The term “homeowner” means the owner of a home.118
(4) The term “manufactured home” means a structure,

transportable in one or more sections, that is built on a per-
manent chassis and designed as a dwelling with or without a
permanent foundation when connected to required utilities.
Such term includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning,
and electrical systems contained in such structure.
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(5) The term commissioner means the commissioner of
public health.
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Section 10. (a) There is authorized to be appropriated to carry
out the provisions of this act $5,000.00.

127
128


