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SENATE No. 994

By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 994) of Jack H.
Backman and Mary L. Padula for legislationrelative to the functions of the Office
for Children. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in GeneralCourt
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 8 of chapter 28A of the GeneralLaws is
2 hereby amended by striking the first paragraph and inserting
3 in place thereof the following;
4 There shall be a statewide advisory council for children to
5 consist of the secretaries of the executive offices of human ser-
-6 vices, manpoweraffairs, and communities and development,
7 and the commissioner of education, of their designees, twelve
8 members appointed by the governor and one member from
9 each local council for children establishedunder section seven.

1 Section 2. Clause (e) of the second paragraph of section 7
2 of chapter 28A of the GeneralLaws is hereby amendedby sec-
3 tion striking the second sentence and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 The office, in cooperation with the executive office of human
6 services, shall develop procedures by which councils shall
7 review such funding proposals and by which council recom-

£ 8 mendations shall be considered by state agencies. Such pro-
9 cedures shall ensure that:

10 1) council recommendations are forwarded to the ap-
-11 propriate state agency;
12 2) prior to taking final action on any proposal for funding,
13 state agencies shall inform the council, in writing, of its pro-
-14 posed action;
15 3) when the proposed action differs from the council recom-
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mendations, the office and the involved state agency shall, at
the request of the council and with the council’sparticipation,
convene a negotiation process at the area level to address the
differences and reach a consensus on the action to be taken
on the funding proposal; and
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4) whenconsensus cannot be reached through thisprocess,
the office, at the request of the council, shall prepare a report
of the negotiation proceedings and shall implement an appeal
process to (a) consider the council recommendations, the state
agency’s proposed action and the report of the negotiation pro-
ceedings and (b) reach a final decision on the funding proposal.
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Section 3. Section 8 of chapter 28A of the General Laws is
hereby amended by adding after subsection (a) (6) the follow-
ing subsections:
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(7) review and comment on the proposed annual budget of
the office prior to its submission;
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(8) review and consent to any proposal for federal funding
submitted by the office;
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(9) advise on the appointment of the director by the
governor.


