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[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 203 of 1984.]

By Mr. Kraus, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1011) of Richard A
Kraus for legislation to provide for assistance to families whose childrenhave beei
removed from the home. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 18 of the GeneralLaws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by adding after Section 28 the following section:
3 Section 29. The department shall administer a program of
4 assistance for families who would be otherwise eligible for
5 assistance under chapter one hundred and eighteen, but for
6 the temporary removal from the home of the dependent child
7 or children as defined in chapter one hundred and eighteen;
8 provided that (1) the child is in the care of the department ol
9 social services; (2) there is a service plan which calls for the

10 return of the child to the home within twelve (12) months of
11 the date of removal; (3) the child has been receiving or has
12 applied for and is eligible or would be eligible for benefits
13 under said chapter one hundred and eighteen prior to the
14 removal; and (4) the child had been a member of the
15 household from which (s)he was removed for a minimum of
16 ninety (90) days. A removal from the home may occur as the
17 result of either a court order or a voluntary agreement.
18 The department, in conjunction with the department of
19 social services, shall establish criteria by which cases involv-
-20 ing serious child abuse and neglect shallbe evaluated to deter-
-21 mine the likelihoodof the child’s long-term return to the home
22 within twelve months of the date of removal.
23 The department shall promulgate rules and regulations to
24 establish the level ofbenefits under thisprogram. The amount
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25 ofassistance shall be determinedin accordance with the stan-
-26 dards established by the department pursuant to chapter one
27 hundred and eighteen and shall include medical assistance as
28 provided under chapter one hundred and eighteen E.
29 Assistance granted under this section shallbe provided for
30 at least twelve (12) consecutive months from the date of
31 removal of the child. If there is a subsequent removal after

the child has returned to the home for at least ninety (90) days,
33 and the child is otherwise eligible, assistance may be granted
34 for one additional six (6) month period. The department may
35 continue assistance for an additional six months for hardship
36 reasons.
37 In addition to said assistance for a period of twelve (12)
38 months, assistance may also be provided for the ninety-day
39 (90) period prior to the date of anticipated long-term return
40 to the home, provided that the family is not currently receiv-
-41 ing assistance as previously described and the department of
42 social services notifies the department in writing of the an-
-43 ticipated date of long-term return. A parent whose child is out
44 of the home on or after the effective date of this section and
45 who is otherwise eligible for assistance under chapter one hun-
-46 dred and eighteen, shall be eligible for assistance for this nine-
-47 ty (90) day period.
48 Eligibility for assistance under this section may be redeter-
-49 mined and shall cease if the child is not returned to the home
50 as anticipated or returns home for an expected stay of thirty
51 (30) days or more.
52 Persons eligible for assistance under this section, shall also
53 be eligible for emergency assistance pursuant to chapter eigh-
-54 teen section 2 (D).
55 Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter sixty-six A, the
56 department ofpublic welfare and the departmentof social ser-
-57 vices shall exchange information, including personal data as
58 defined by said chapter sixty-six A, related to and for the pur-
-59 poses of the administration of this program. Such information
60 shall include, but not be limited to, notification by the depart-
-61 ment of social services to the department of public welfare
62 when a child has been removed from the home of a parent
63 where the departmentof social services has reason to believe
64 that said parent is receiving aid to families with dependent
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children.

Section 2. Chapter 188 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by adding after section 21 the following section;

Section 22. Notwithstanding any otherprovision of law to the
contrary, the department of social services is authorized to
release information to the department of public welfare
in accordance with the provisions of section twenty-nine of
chapter eighteeen.
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