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SENATE

By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1096) of Ar
Lewis, Jr., for legislation relative to the appointment of the chief administrate
justice of the Trial Court. The Judk

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-flv

An Act relative to the appointment of the chief
ADMINISTRATIVE JUSTICE OF THE TRIAL COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 6 of Chapter 2118 of the General Laws are hereby
2 amended by striking the whole section and inserting in its
3 place the following:
4 The office of the chief administrative justice of the trial
5 court, as provided in section one, shallnot be deemeda judicial
6 office as comprehended under the provisions of Article I of
7 Chapter 111 of Part the Second of the Constitution. Said office
8 of chief administrative justice shall be filled in the following
9 manner:

10 In each of the departments of the trial court the justices ap-
-11 pointed thereto shall convene, in nineteen hundred and eighty-
-12 five and every fifty year thereafter, in such manner as pro-
-13 vided by the justices of the supreme judicial court, for the pur-
-14 pose of nominating a chief administrative justice of the trial

15 court. Said justices in each department shall convene the third
16 Wednesday of June in said years and shall, by secret ballot,
17 select from among the several associate justices of the trial
18 court three justices. The names of the three justices so selected
19 by the justices of each department shall thereupon be
20 transmitted to the justices of the supreme judicial court. The
21 justices of said supreme judicial court shall then determine
22 from among the justices whose names are so transmitted
23 which shall be the chief administrative justice.
24 The justices of said supreme judicial court shall make such
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selection within thirty days from receipt of the names of the
justices transmitted from the several departments. If said
justices fail to make a selection within said thirty days, the
justices of the several departments shall reconvene, as soon
as reasonably possible thereafter, to select names of justices
and submit such names to the justices of the supreme judicial
court as hereinbt fore provided in this section.

A chief administrative justice shall hold said officer for a
term of five years, but shall not be eligible to succeed himself
nor shall he be succeeded by a justice who is a member of the
same department of the trial court. A justice appointed to the
office of chief administrative justice shall retain his commis-
sion as associate justice of the trial court, or of a predecessor
court to which he was appointed, while serving as chief ad-
ministrative justice, and shall continue to perform such
judicial duties as he may have exercised as associate justice,
and such otherresponsibilities as otherwise provided by law.


