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By Mr. Backman (by request), a petition (accompaniedby bill, Senate, No. 1172)
of Richard Doman for legislation to delegate to municipalities the authority to
regulate taxicabs. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Elghty-flve

An Act delegating to municipalities authority to
REGULATE TAXICABS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Commonwealth recognizes and affirms that
2 the regulation of privately operated taxicab service is an
3 essential governmental function and hereby delegates to the
4 cities and towns the responsibility and authority to regulate
5 taxicabs and taxicab businesses within their respective
6 jurisdictions.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-two of Chapter forty of the
2 GeneralLaws is hereby amended by inserting between the se-
-3 cond and third paragraphs the following two paragraphs:
4 Every city and town shall make ordinances or bylaws, or
5 the board of aldermen or selectmen or the town council shall
6 make rules and orders, for licensing, controlling and
7 regulating taxicabs and taxicabbusinesses within their respec-
-8 tive jurisdictions. Every city and town shall regulate taxicabs
9 and taxicab businesses with respect to the following:

10 a) fares charged for taxicab service.
11 b) entry into the taxicab business.
12 c) the number of taxicabs licensed to operate.
13 d) the establishment of taxicab stands on public property.
14 e) the licensing of taxicabs to solicitbusiness on the proper-
-15 ty of an airport when said airport shares a common boundary
16 with the city or town and said airport is also directly accessi-
-17 ble over a public roadway lying within the city or town.
18 f) any other requirement or requirements to ensure the
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19 public health, safety and welfare notwithstanding any an-
-20 ticompetitive effect resulting from any such requirement or
21 requirements.
22 Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no city or
23 town shall prohibit the driver of a taxicab licensed as such out-
-24 side said city or town from accepting a passenger or
25 passengers for hire within said city or town if summoned by
26 radio or telephone for the purpose.

1 Section 3. Authority delegated to the cities and towns for
2 the purpose of regulating taxicabs and taxicab businesses,
3 whether such authority is delegated by this Act or by Chapter
4 392 of the Acts of 1930as amended or by Chapter 386 of theActs
5 of 1963, is delegated in the interest of protecting the public
6 health, safety and welfare and in the interest of protecting
7 cities and towns and their officials from prosecution under
8 Federal antitrust laws when such prosecution might result
9 from activities related to the regulation of taxicabs and tax-

-10 icab businesses. Authority and responsibility delegated to
11 cities and towns for the regulation of taxicabs and taxicab
12 businesses may be exercised without regard to the an-
-13 ticompetitive effect of any such regulation.

1 Section 4. This Act shall take effect on the first day of
2 January, nineteen hundred and eighty-six.


