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SENATE No. 1360

By Mr. Kraus, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1360) of Richard A.
Kraus, John W. Olver and others for legislation to further regulate local taxation.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Be it enacted by theSenate andHouse ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 21C of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as most
2 recently amendedby Chapter 641 of the Acts of 1983, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after paragraph (1) the following;
4 (m) The local appropriating authority [as the term is defin-
-5 ed in chapter 59, section 21C, paragraph (a)] of any city or
6 town may, be a two-thirds vote, seek voter approval to
7 establish a maximum levy limit not to exceed two percent of
8 full and fair cash valuation and no less than the percentage
9 obtainingat the time of the referendum.

10 The question submitted shall be as follows
11 “Shall the (city/town) of be allowed to assess real
12 estate and personal property taxes for the fiscal year beginn-
-13 ing July first nineteen hundredand....and for each fiscal year
14 thereafter, at any percentage of full and fair cash value not
15 to exceed....percent?
16 YES... N0...”
17 If a majority of the persons voting on the question shall vote
18 ‘ ‘yes’ ’, the total levy in each year following such vote shall not
19 be more than the voted percentage of full and fair cash value
20 and may, in any following year, be set by the municipal ap-
-21 propriating body, to wit the city council, town meeting or town
22 council, at the maximum percentage so approved or at a lower
23 percentage without resort to the referendum provided in
24 paragraph (g). Further, so long as the total levy remains at
25 or below the maximum percentage voted in the referendum
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26 provided for in this sub-section, the city or town shall not be
27 subject to the provisions or sub-section (£) of this section.
28 The total full and fair cash value utilized under this
29 paragraph may be increased only with the prior written ap-
30 proval of the Commissioner of Revenue.
31 A petition to revoke the approval given hereunder, signed
32 by five percent or more of the registered voters of any city
33 or town, may be filed in the office of the city or town clerk not
34 less than sixty days prior to any regular city, town or state
35 election, at which time such question shall be determinedby
36 vote of the registered voters voting thereon. In the case of a
37 state election, if the registrars of voters certify a sufficient
38 numberof names on the petition, the city or town clerk shall
39 transmit notice thereof to the State Secretary who must
40 receive such notice no later than fifty days prior to the state
41 election. Petitions filed requesting the placement of the ques-
42 tion ofrevocation on the ballot for determinationby the voters
43 shall be substantially in conformity with the provisions of the
44 law governing the signing of nomination papers for city or
45 town officers as to the identificationand certification of names
46 thereon, and submission to the registrars thereof. If such
47 revocation is favored by a majority of the voters voting
48 thereon, the approval voted hereunder shall be revoked and
49 shall become null and void as of the next succeeding fiscal
50 year. Thereafter, the city or town shallbe subject to the pro-
51 visions of chapter 59, section 21C, paragraph (f).
52 The question to be placed on the ballot shall be as follows:
53 “Shall the approval by (city/town) to establish a max-
-54 imum levy limit not to exceed....percent of full and fair cash
55 valuation pursuant to chapter 59, section 21C, paragraph (m)
56 of the General Laws be revoked?
57 YES NO...’’


