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By Mr, Doane (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate
of Leo J. Coveney for legislation to authorize cities and towns to issue ovouchers to

be used for public and private education. Education

Abc (Eommonuiealth nf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

An Act relating to equal educational opportunities for all

MANDATORY STUDENTS WHATEVER THEIR COLOR, CREED, ECONOMIC
STATUS, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR RACE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Whereas, In 1925 in the Pierce Case, the United States
2 Supreme Court confirmed the constitutional right ofall parents
3 to send their children to private or public elementary and
4 secondary schools at the parents’ option; and
5 Whereas, For decades many of the more affluent parents
6 have exercised their option to send their children to private
7 schools to the definite advantage of these children; and
8 Whereas, Many poor parents have requested freedom of
9 choice in selecting schools for their children; and

10 Whereas, The constitutional rights of the parents to select
11 private or public schools have a primacy well above any sup-
-12 posed right of public officials of the executive, judicial or
13 legislative branches of government to dictate to the parents
14 which schools their children will attend; and
15 Whereas, The constitutional rights of the parents who brought
16 the children into the world are inherently superior to the sup-
-17 posed rights of any arrogant, self-serving unions of teachers
18 to force by political power the poor to send their children to
19 the monopolistic public schools; and

20 Whereas, The constitutional rights of the parents who brought
21 the children into the world are inherently superior to any ar-
-22 rogant groups of advocates of the necessity of a public school
23 system of education on a mandated basis for poor people no
24 matter how disastrous that system of education is for the basic
25 skills of reading, writing and arithmetic and without taking
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26 into consideration the religious and moral training and
27 discipline essential to a well educated child; and
28 Whereas, Exceptional children with mental, emotional and
29 physical handicaps that the public schools cannot handle, are
30 currently being sent at public expense to private schools for
31 their elementary and secondary education; and
32 Wherus, In ah ither aspects of American life, food, clothing,
33 housing, recreation, restaurants, lawyers, doctors, drug
34 stores, etc., etc., except for education, open competition in the
35 market place available freely to each user is commonly
36 regarded as cue of the prime causes of our ever growing stan-
-37 dard of living; a d
38 Whereas, the pluralistic society in the United States with its
39 many cultural, ethnic and religious diversities and nuances,
40 is to be highly prized and is openly cultivated in private
41 elementary and secondary schools over a bland, homogenous
42 education or lack of education. This advantageous pluralism
43 is a right and responsibility not only of the rich but also the
44 poorest of the poor; and
45 Whereas, The greatest degradation of poverty is the
46 unavailability of choice. A method must be found to remove
47 this degradation of the poor in the mandatory education of their
48 children and restore them to their personal dignity as human
49 beings; there
50 Whereas, the Board of Education per the letter of the Com-
-51 missioner of Education of August 17, 1984, is desirous of in-
-52 creasing public expenditures for public schools.
53 It is hereby mandated that every municipality in the Com-
-54 monwealth issue educational vouchers to the parents of all
55 children. The parents can then use the vouchers to send their
56 children to any school, private or public that the parents desire
57 provided that the school is operated on an unsegregated basis
58 as to color and race, and provided that the school meets the
59 minimum educational requirements of the state for curricula
60 and lime in school, etc., as is now mandated.
61 These educational vouchers will have a maximum value of
62 the tuition and transportation costs of the private or public
63 school with a cap of the average per pupil cost of the public
64 schools in the municipality.
65 If the parents choose to patronize private schools with costs
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less than the average cost of public schools, 50% of the dif-
ference between the private school costs and the public school
costs will be placed by the municipality in trust funds for the
specific children to be used with accumulated interest ex-
clusively for the post secondary education of the children as
the parents of the children may select.

The remaining 50%, of the difference will be devoted ex-
clusively to increasing expenditures for public schools in ad-
dition to any annual appropriations by the federal, state, coun-
ty and municipal governments for public schools.




