
SENATE 1734

By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1734) of Samuel E.
Zoll and Michael LoPresti, Jr, for legislation to provide for the designation of first
justices of the district court department. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five.

An Act relative to first justices of the district court department.

1 Section 6of chapter 218 of the General Laws, as most recently amend-
-2 ed by chapter 478 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by striking out
3 the fourth paragraph of said section and inserting in place thereof the
4 following paragraph:
5 The senior justice in length of full-time service in the division to which
6 he is appointed, whether as justice or as special justice, shall be the first
7 justice of said division; provided however that a senior justice of a divi-
-8 sion may, at any time, without losing any powers, duties, rights and
9 privileges of a justice or special justice in the division to which he is

10 appointed, inform the administrative justice of the district court depart-
-11 ment that he declines to serve, or no longer wishes to serve, as first
12 justice, whereupon the administrative justice of the district court de-

-13 partment shall designate a justice or special justice to be the first justice
14 of said division. Said designee shall be selected from among all of the
15 justices and special justices of the department, shall serve for a term of
16 three years and shall be eligible to succeed himself. Citations, orders of
17 notice, writs, executions and all other processes issued by the clerk of the
18 division shall bear the teste of the first justice thereof or the administra-
-19 tive justice of the department. The first justice shall be the administrative
20 head of his division, and without limiting the foregoing, shall appoint
21 temporary clerks, court officers and probation officers, and shall approve
22 the appointments of assistant clerks and of temporary assistant clerks,
23 with all of such appointments subject to rejection for non-compliance by
24 the chief administrative justice as provided in section eight of chapter two
25 hundred and eleven B.

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse of Representatives in General
Courtassembled, and by theauthority of thesame, as follows:
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