
[Senate, July 17, 1985 - Substituted by amendment by the Senate (committee on
Bills In the Third Reading) as a new text of Senate, No. 988, An Act to abolish
discrimination against women in prison forestry camps.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-five

Section 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 83A, as appearing in the 1984
Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following
section;
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Section 83A. The commissioner is hereby authorized to
establish, on land under the control of the department of en-
vironmentalmanagement or of the metropolitan district com-
mission and upon sites approved by the commissioner of en-
vironmental management or the metropolitan district com-
mission, as the case may be, camps to which prisoners, in-
cluding prisoners sentenced to life who have served twelve
years, except those serving a sentence for life for first degree
murder, may be removed for employment, as designated and
approved by the commissioner of environmental management
or the metropolitan district commission, as the case may be,
in reforestation, maintenance and development of state
forests, who have shownby their conduct and disposition that
they wouldbe amenable to less rigorous discipline and would
benefit from work in the openair; provided, however, that only
one such camp may be established on land under the control
of the metropolitan district commission. Before any site for
any such camp shall be approved, a public hearing shall be
held by the commissioner of environmental management or
by the metropolitan district commission, as the case may be,
in a city or town situated within a radius of ten miles of the
proposed site.
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Section 2. Said chapter 127 is hereby further amended by1
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2 striking out section 838, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 838. The commissioner may remove to any camp so
5 established any prisoner held in a correctional institution of
6 the commonwealth and sentenced prisoners in jails and houses
7 of correction, including prisoners sentenced to life who have
8 served twelve years, except a prisoner serving a life sentence
9 for first degree murder, or a sentence imposed for violation

10 of sections twenty-two, twenty-three and twenty-four of
11 chapter two hundred and sixty-five and for attempt to com-
-12 mit a crime referred to in saidsections, who, in his judgment,
13 may properly be so removed and may at any time return such
14 prisoners to the prison from whence removed. Prisoners so
15 removed shall be entitled to a permit to be at liberty as pro-

-16 vided under the provisions of sections one hundred and twenty-
-17 eight, one hundred and thirty-two and one hundred and thirty-
-18 three of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven.
19 If a prisoner escapes or attempts to escape from a prison
20 camp all deductions from the sentence he is then serving shall
21 be thereby forfeited. A prisoner who is entitled to have the
22 term of his imprisonment reduced shall receive from the
23 parole board a certificate of discharge and shall be released
24 from the prison camp on the date which has been determined
25 by such additional deduction from the maximum term of his
26 sentence or sentences.

1 Section 3. Section 83E of said chapter 127, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amendedby striking out, in line 5, the word ‘‘male”.


