
The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed the
House bill relative to the administration of the financial disclosure
and conflict of interest laws (House, No. 6529, changed), reports
recommending that the same ought to pass, with an amendment,
striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
thereof the text of Senate document numbered 2570.

For the Committee

Patricia McGovern
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundredand Eighty-five

1 Section 1. Section 3 of chapter 2688 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended
3 by striking out paragraph (d) and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragraph:
5 (d) make statements and reports filed with the commission
6 available for public inspection and copying during regular of-
-7 fice hours upon the written request of any individual who pro-
-8 vides proper identification, including his affiliation, if any, at
9 a charge not to exceed the actual administrative and material

10 costs required in reproducing said statements and reports
11 upon said request, the commission shall forward a copy of said
12 request to the individual whose statement has been examined;

1 Section 2. Said section 3 of said chapter 2688, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby further amended by striking out paragraph (i)
3 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 (i) act as the primary civil enforcement agency for viola-
-5 tions of chapter 268A, as specified in section nine, fifteen,
6 twenty-one, and the third paragraph of section twenty-three
7 of that chapter, and of this chapter.

1 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of section 4of said chapter 2688,
2 as so appearing, is hereby amendedby striking out the second
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence; All commission records and proceedings from any
5 preliminary inquiry or from any initial staff review to deter-
-6 mine whether to initiate an inquiry shall remain confidential.

1 Section 4. Section 7 of said chapter 2688, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and in-
-3 serting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 Any participant in a preliminary inquiry or in an initial staff
5 review to determine whether to initiate an inquiry, who
6 violates the confidentiality of such inquiry or review, shall be
7 punished by a fine of not more than one thousand dollars or
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by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. For the
purpose of this paragraph, “participant” shall include any
member or employee of the commission, a complainant, and
any potential witness who has been contacted by a commis-
sion memberand who has been notifiedby such member that
he may be called as a witness at a proceeding before the com-
mission and that violation of the provisions of this section car-
ries the penalties as provided herein, but shall not include the
subject of the inquiry or staff review.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage and
shall apply to all complaints, inquiries, investigations and ad-
judicatory proceedings which were pending before the state
ethics commission as of July nineth, nineteen hundred and
eighty-five or which were filed or initiated after that date.
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