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The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was referred
the Bill affecting pricing practices (House, No. 1265), reports
recommending that the same be amended by the substitution of the
accompanying bill (House, No. 6120).

For the committee,

DAVID B. COHEN

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, July 1, 1986.

No. 6120HOUSE
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[JulyHOUSE No. 61202

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six.

An Act further regulating pricing practices of certain con-
sumer PRODUCTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 181 of chapter 94 of the General Laws,
as appearing in the 1984 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line 39, the word “eighty-two” and inserting in
place thereof the words: eighty-one A.
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SECTION 2. Said chapter 94 is hereby further amended by
inserting after section 181 the following section:
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Section 181A. All items in a retail store shall be individually
price marked when such store utilizes an automatic checkout
system. For the purposes of this section an automatic checkout
system shall be defined as follows: computer capable of
interpreting the universal product code or any other code which
is on an item offered for sale to determine the price of items being
purchased, regardless of whether the code entry is accomplished
manually by a human or automatically by a machine.
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The provisions of this section shall not apply to any of the

following;
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Identical items within a multi-item package that is properly
price marked.
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Milk.15
Consumer commodities which are under three cubic inches in

size, weigh less than three ounces, and are priced under fifty
Eggs.
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Unpacked bulk or fresh produce.
Off-shelf display items if for each product displayed at a single
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price there is a sign which clearly and conspicuously discloses the
product’s retail price in numerals at least three inches high, and
if identical items, sold at the same price and fully item priced,
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24 are kept in constant supply in an easily accessible part of the store.
25 Off-shelf displays are those which (1) contain no more than
26 three different products and are located at the end of a shelved
27 tier of groceries, or (2) contain a single product and are located
28 in an aisle between or beside shelved tiers of groceries, so long
29 as not more than two such displays are contained in or beside a
30 single aisle. Not more than sixty different items may be sold in
31 off-shelf displays for purposes of this exclusion
32 Snack foods such as cakes, gum, candies, chips and nuts offered
33 for sale in single packages and weighing five ounces or less.
34 Cigarettes, cigars, tobacco and tobacco products.
35 Beer, individual containers.
36 Baby food, strained and junior jars only.
37 In addition to the above exclusions, not more than four and
38 one half percent of all other consumer commodities offered or
39 exposed for sale in an individual food store or food department
40 of a general merchandise store, as determined by the management.
41 The management shall annually determine the number of
42 consumer commodities normally offered for sale on a daily basis,
43 which number shall be the base of computing the number of
44 exempt commodities, and shall maintain a list of those consumer
45 commodities exempt under the provisions of this paragraph which
46 list shall include the number used as the base for computing the
47 number of exempt commodities, and be available for review upon
48 request by any consumer or employee of the department. This
49 exemption shall not apply unless the list is available to the
50 enforcing agent at the time the store is inspected.




