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By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1649)
of David A. White and Arthur Joseph Lewis, Jr., for legislation for
extension of immunity to the Boston Arson Prevention Commission
during their investigations. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Six

An Act for the extension of immunity to the boston arson
PREVENTION COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 32 of chapter 148 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first two paragraphs, as appearing
3 in the 1984 Official Edition, and inserting in place thereof;
4 The marshal or police or fire department or other appropriate
5 law enforcement agency, or the Boston Arson Prevention
6 Commission, may request an insurance company to share
7 information relative to an investigation concerning a loss due to
8 fire or suspicious or incendiary origin and to furnish otherrelevant
9 materials, such as insurance policies, policy premium records, and

10 history of previous claims. Said marshal or said departments or
11 agencies or the Boston Arson Prevention Commission shall upon
12 request share the information so acquired with said marshal,
13 department or agency, or the Boston Arson Commission, as
14 appropriate, requesting the same.
15 If an insurance company has reason to suspect that a fire loss

to its insured’s real or personal property was caused by incendiary
17 means, the company shall furnish said marshal or said
18 departments or agencies or the Boston Arson Prevention
19 Commission with all relevant material acquired during its

20 investigation of the fire loss, cooperate with said marshal or any
21 of said departments or agencies or Boston Arson Prevention
22 Commission and take such action as said marshal or any of said
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23 departments or agencies or Boston Arson Prevention Commission
24 may reasonably request. Any person may, by obtaining a court
25 order, inspect records of such insurance company pertaining to
26 the policy and the loss. Such insurance companies may request
27 access to information gathered by said marshal or any of said
28 departments or agencies or the Boston Arson Prevention
29 Commission in an investigation into such fire loss of suspected
30 incendiary origin, or research into property damaged by such fire.
31 In the absence of fraud, malice or criminal act, no insurance
32 company, or person who furnished information on its behalf, or
33 any duly licensed insurance agent or broker, through whom the
34 policy was issued nor any member of the local municipal arson
35 squad of the fire or police department or member of the Boston
36 Arson Prevention Commission shall be liable for damages in a
37 civil action or subject to criminal prosecution for any conduct
38 reasonably undertaken pursuant to the provisions of this section.


