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By Mr. Cohen of Newton, petition of Michael J. Connolly and
David B. Cohen for legislation to make certain changes in the state
historic preservation law. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act further amending the state historic preservation

LEGISLATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 27C of chapter 9 as appearing in the 1984
2 Official Edition is hereby amended by striking out the first and
3 second paragraphs and inserting the following:
4 As early as possible in the planning process of a project
5 undertaken by a state body, or prior to a state body’s funding or
6 licensing, in whole or in part, a private project, the state body
7 undertaking, funding or licensing the project shall notify the
8 commission of such project and the commission shall, within
9 thirty days of receipt of such notice, determine whether such

10 project will have any adverse effect, direct or indirect, on any
11 property listed in the state register of historic places. Upon a
12 determination of adverse effect, the commission, the state agency
13 and, in the case of a private project, the project proponent shall
14 immediately consult to discuss ways to eliminate, minimize or
15 mitigate the adverse effects. The state body undertaking the
16 project or the private entity proposing the project shall adopt all
17 prudent and feasible means to eliminate, minimize, or mitigate
18 the adverse effects. The commission’s review shall not be limited
19 to the subject matter of the license, but shall extend to the entire

20 project whether licensed or funded in whole or in part. The
21 commission shall have the authority to promulgate any rules and
22 regulations it deems necessary to implement this section. This
23 section shall be interpreted and administered so as to eliminate,
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24 minimize or mitigate adverse effects to properties listed on the
25 state register of historic places.

1 SECTION 2. Section 268 ofchapter 9as appearing in the 1984
2 Official Edition of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting in alphabetical order the following new definitions;
4 “License,” a permit determination, order or other action
5 including the issuance of a lease, license, permit, certificate,
6 variance, approval, or other entitlement for use, granted to any
7 person, firm, or corporation, including trusts, voluntary
8 association or other forms of business organizations by a state
9 body for a project but shall not include a general entitlement to

10 a person to carry on a trade or profession or to operate mechanical
11 equipment which does not depend upon the location of such trade
12 or operation.

“Project,” action, activity, program, construction, or land
14 modification, including, but not limited to, a building or structure,
15 eighter directly undertaken by a state body, or, which, if
16 undertaken by a private person, in whole or in part seeks the
17 provision of financial assistance by a state body or, in whole or
18 in part requires the issuance of a license by a state body.
19 “State body,” any agency, executive office, department, board,
20 commission, bureau, division, or authority of the commonwealth

any authority established by the general court to serve a public
purpose
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