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June 1 , 1987

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Today I am filing for your consideration an Act To Promote
Energy Conservation, The Efficient Use Of Renewable Energy Resources
And Increased Public Participation In The Massachusetts Municipal
Wholesale Electric Company.

The Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Electric Company
(MMWEC) was first created in 1969 in order to provide a vehicle for
the Commonwealth's municipal electric companies to act jointly in
obtaining power supplies for their consumers. By acting Jointly,
small municipal light departments could reap the benefits of economy
of scale previously available only to large investor-owned utili-
ties. In 1975, MMWEC became a public corporation of the
Commonwealth, with an expanded scope and responsibilities. Thirty-
four Massachusetts communities are now members of MMWEC.

The legislation I am filing today is designed to strengthen
MMWEC and to ensure that public power will continue to be a vital,
thriving part of the electric supply system in Massachusetts. The
bill will achieve these objectives by:

1. making explicit MMWECs authority to finance energy con-
servation and renewable energy facilities, including
resource recovery facilities;

2. changing the corporate purpose from merely supplying
bulk power to providing "a necessary and reliable
electric power supply with minimum impact on the
environment at the lowest possible cost, consistent with
prudent utility practice;"

3. making MMWEC subject to Department of Public Utilities
jurisdiction when entering into power sales agreements,
power purchase agreements, take-or-pay contracts, or
when issuing short-term debt in excess of $2O million in
any one year;

4. where a proposed contract or project initiated by MMWEC
is opposed by five percent or more of the registered
voters in a given town, enabling those voters to have
the issue put to a vote at town meeting or by the city
council;
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5. giving MMWEC members access to vital information about
projects in which the corporation invests;

6. giving the Department of Public Utilities general super-
visory powers over the corporation in order to protect
the public interest,

7. clarifying that it is the city or town which is the
"member" of MMWEC, not the light department acting inde-
pendently of the city or town;

8. making explicit the fact that the Open Meeting Law
applies to MMWEC; and

9. increasing public participation by reconstituting the
current MMWEC board composition and replacing it with a
fifteen member board consisting of:

(a) five directors to be selected by member cities and
towns;

(b) five directors popularly elected by a mail ballot
of municipal electric customers in pach of five
new geographical, districts; and

(c) five directors to be selected by the Governor from
specified constituency groups or backgrounds.

By making these statutory changes, I firmly believe that we
will be guaranteeing a healthier future for public power in
Massachusetts. I therefore urge your prompt and favorable con-
sideration of the attached legislative proposal.

(zth the Clerk and his transmittal
' to M.G.L. c. 3, §5, 1 will

Upon filing this pet
to the Secretary of State^pursu
arrange for the appr
petition to affected
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act to promote energy conservation, the efficient use of
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES AND INCREASED PUBLIC PARTICIPA-
TION IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MUNICIPAL WHOLESALE ELECTRIC
COMPANY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Alternative energy facilities, defined.
2 Section lof chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further
3 amended by adding before the paragraph beginning “Bonds” the
4 following paragraph:
5 “Alternative energy facilities”, shall include but not be limited
6 to facilities powered in whole or in part by the sun, wind, water,
7 biomass, refuse, alcohol, wood or any renewable non-depletable
8 fuel, and cogeneration.

1 SECTION 2. City or town, defined
2 Section lof chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further
3 amended by adding before the paragraph beginning “Corpora-
-4 tion” the following new paragraphs;
5 “Chapter” Chapter 775 of the acts of 1975, as amended.
6 “City or town”, a Massachusetts municipal corporation having
7 a municipal electric department established under chapter 164 of
8 the general laws or a special act.

1 SECTION 3. Electric power facilities, defined.
2 Section lof chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further
3 amended by deleting the paragraph beginning “Electric power
4 facilities” and inserting the following paragraphs in its place:
5 “Electric power facilities” or “electric power facility”, any
6 system or facility including any energy conservation system or
7 alternative energy facility, for the generation, transmission.
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8 transformation or conservation of electric power and energy by
9 any means whatsoever, including, without limiting the generality

10 of the foregoing, any facility for processing refuse or other
1 I materials into fuel, with or without other by-products.
12 “Energy conservation systems” any projects, systems, programs
13 and measures to promote or implement energy conservation, and
14 as authorized in section s(q).

1 SECTION 4. Member, defined.
2 Section lof chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby futher
3 amended by adding before the paragraph beginning “Municipal
4 Light Board” the following paragraph;
5 “Member”, a city or town which has previously accepted or
6 hereafter accepts the provisions of this chapter.

I SECTION 5. Municipal light board, defined.
2 Section lof chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further
3 amended by adding at the end of the paragraph beginning
4 “Municipal light board” the following sentence:
5 However, the city’s or town’s rights and duties under section
6 6 (e) of this chapter may not be delegated to, or exercised by, the
7 municipal light board.

1 SECTION 6. Participant, defined.
2 Section lof chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further
3 amended by adding after the paragraph beginning “Municipal
4 Light Board” the following paragraph:
5 “Participant”, a member or non-member city or town or other
6 electric utility, within or without the Commonwealth, which has
7 entered into a contract with the corporation pursuant to section
8 6 of this chapter, as amended.

1 SECTION 7. Statement of Purposes.
2 Chapter 775 is further amended by inserting after section 2 the
3 following section:
4 Section 2A. The corporation shall assist its members in
5 providing a necessary and reliable electric power supply with a
6 minimum impact on the environment at the lowest possible cost,

7 consistent with prudent utility practice.
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2 Section 3of chapter 775 is hereby amended by striking
3 subsection (b) in its entirety and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 (b) The member cities and towns, voting at a meeting or by
6 written instrument, shall have the power to adopt, amend or repeal
7 the by-laws and to elect directors of the corporation. Each member
8 city or town shall from time to time designate, by a writing filed
9 with the corporation, its manager of municipal lighting or a

10 member of its municipal light board or any other person to vote
11 and execute such written instruments on its behalf. Each member
12 city or towwn shall have one equal vote, except that the election
13 of the directors of the corporation shall be carried out according
14 to the procedure set forth in clause (a) of section four. A majority
15 of the votes shall be necessary for action by the member cities and
16 towns.

I SECTION 9. Reconstituted Board of Directors.
2 Section 4of chapter 775 is hereby amended by striking
3 subsection (a) in its entirety and inserting in place thereof the
4 following subsection;
5 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this act, the powers of the
6 corporation shall be exercised by a board of fifteen directors, to
7 be chosen as follows;
8 (1) The governor shall appoint five directors who shall serve
9 at the pleasure of the governor. One of the governor’s appointees

10 shall be a customer of a municipal light department which is a
11 member of the corporation. One of the governor’s appointees shall
12 be an attorney knowledgeable about municipal or utility law. One
13 of the governor’s appointees shall be a person experienced in or
14 knowledgeable about municipal or utility finance matters. One of
15 the governor’s appointees shall be a person experienced in or
16 knowledgeable about issues of energy planning, energy
17 conservation, or the operation of electric utilities. One of the
18 governor’s appointees shall be a person experienced in or
19 knowledgeable about environmental matters.
20 (2) The member cities and towns shall elect five directors from
21 among their respective managers of municipal lighting and

1 SECTION 8. Cities and town, powers clarified
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22 members of their municipal light boards, who shall serve for a
23 term of one year and until their successors are chosen and
24 qualified. Two of the five elected directors shall be elected by the
25 member cities and towns each of whom shall have one equal vote.
26 The remaining three of the five elected directors shall be elected
27 by the member cities and towns each of whom shall have a vote
28 which shall be given weight in the same proportions which its
29 annual kilowatt hour sales as most recently reported to the
30 department under chapter one hundred and sixty-four of the
31 General Laws or as otherwise determined or estimated in
32 accordance with the by-laws bears to the total of such sales by
33 all member cities and towns.
34 (3) Five directors shall be elected by customers of municipal
35 light departments in member cities and towns, for terms of four
36 years. Customer-elected directors shall be selected according to
37 the popular vote in each of the following five districts;
38 One director shall be chosen to represent the Western District
39 which shall consist of member cities and towns located in
40 Berkshire County, Franklin County, Hampshire County and
41 Hampden County and the towns of Ashburnham, Princeton and
42 Sterling located in Worcester County.
43 One director shall be chosen to represent the Central District
44 which shall consist of member cities and towns located in
45 Worcester County other than those listed above.
46 One director shall be chosen to represent the Northeastern
47 District which shall consist of member cities and towns located
48 in Essex County.
49 One director shall be chosen to represent the Greater Boston
50 District which shall consist of member cities and towns located
51 in Suffolk County and Middlesex County.
52 One director shall be chosen to represent the Southeastern
53 District which shall consist of member cities and towns located
54 in Barnstable County, Bristol County, Dukes County, Nantucket
55 County, Norfolk County and Plymouth County.
56 Each director must reside in one of the member communities
57 located in the district from which he or she is elected. Candidates
58 for director shall be nominated by the submission ol one hundred
59 certified signatures signed by registered voters in the member
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communities in the district in which they reside; at least twenty-
five of said signatures must be from registered voters in a member
community other than that in which the candidate resides. There
shall be a period of forty-five days for candidates to gather
signatures. The city or town clerk shall furnish forms for such
nomination papers to any registered voter of the city or town
requesting the same. Within ten days of filing nomination
signatures with the board ofregistrars of voters of the city or town,
the board shall check each name to be certified by it on the paper,
shall certify thereon the number of signatures so checked which
are names of registered voters in the city or town and in the district
for which the nomination is made, and only names so checked
shall be deemed to be names of qualified voters for the purposes
of nomination. The board shall report the results by filing its
report with the city or town clerk. The city and town clerks shall
report these results to the corporation’s Board of Directors, then
sitting.

60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

The member cities and towns in each district shall set a date,
consistent with this chapter, upon which nominations will be
closed, a date or period of time not to exceed four weeks in which
ballots will be sent to customers and a date by which balloting
will be closed. The member cities and towns shall appoint an
independent accounting firm or auditor of national reputation
which shall be responsible for counting and certifying ballots.
Each member municipal light department shall provide to the
accounting or auditing firm chosen a current list of all customers
of record, including residential, industrial and commercial
consumers.

11

78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88 The name of any candidate who gathers the requisite number

of valid signatures shall appear on a ballot which shall be
distributed with monthly electric bills to all customers of
municipal electric departments located in the district within thirty
days of the completion of all nominations. The ballot shall consist
of a distinctive paper listing the full name of the candidates, their
home addresses and any local, state, county or regional elected
positions which they then hold, including the position of member
of the corporation’s Board of Directors. Names shall be printed
in alphabetical order and shall appear on one page or side thereof.

89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
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The ballot shall be accompanied by voting instructions and two
envelopes, the first of which shall be for the purposes of sealing
the ballot and the second shall be the cover envelope which shall
be addressed to the accounting firm or auditor selected and shall
be postage prepaid by the corporation. The outside of the cover
envelope shall include a place where the person casting the vote
shall sign his or her name and print his or her address after
affirming an oath that he or she is the customer of record and
that he or she has cast this ballot in full knowledge that a violation
of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than five
hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six
months. M unicipal light departments in each member city or town
shall also provide, by means of a bill stuffer to accompany the
ballot for election, an opportunity for all nominees to submit a
brief statement of their candidacy and such other relevant
positions as the candidates may determine. Ballots and
accompanying materials, as set forth in this section, shall be
prepared subject to the approval of the then sitting Board of
Directors. The corporation and member municipal light
departments shall not, directly or indirectly, make expenditures,
contribute or solicit money or any other thing of value nor in any
way promote or oppose the candidacy of any person who is a
candidate for customer-elected director, as provided by this
section. Only one ballot may be cast for each electric service
account and must be cast by the customer of record upon the
books of the municipal light department, and as provided to the
accounting firm or auditor selected to certify and count the
ballots. Upon the close of the balloting, the accounting or auditing
firm selected shall first certify each ballot by checking the name
and address on the cover envelope against the customer lists
provided to it by member municipal light departments. Each such
name and address which corresponds, in substantial form, to that
in the list of municipal light customers shall then be certified and
the enclosed sealed ballot shall be placed in a separate repository,
sorted by each of the several districts. The accounting firm shall
then count the cu tified ballots for each of the several districts and
shall submit the results to the Board ol the corporation. Directors
selected in this manner shall be seated forthwith and shall serve

98
99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
11l
112
113
114
115
i 16
117
I 18
1 19
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
29

134
I IS
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for terms of four years. Any violation of this section shall be
punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by
imprisonment for not more than six months.

136
137
138

Candidates for the position of customer-elected director shall
be subject to the provisions of chapter forty-five of the General
Laws, insofar as the same are apt, and shall report to the Director
of Campaign and Political Finance as if they were candidates for
an office to be selected at a special election. The Board of Directors
of the corporation shall promptly send the Director of Campaign
and Political Finance a list of all candidates who gathered the
requisite number of signatures to appear on the ballots to be sent
to customers of member municipal light departments. The
Director of Campaign and Political Finance shall have the
discretion to promulgate rules and regulations regarding the
application of said chapter fifty-five to candidates for customer-
elected director.

139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151

Directors of the corporation may be removed for cause by the
board. Directors who are removed or otherwise resign from the
board shall be replaced in the same manner in which such directors
were selected. No vacancy in the membership of the board shall
impair the right of a quorum to exercise the powers of the board.
A majority of the full membership of the board shall constitute
a quorum and a majority of such quorum shall be necessary for
any action by the board. The directors shall be entitled to
compensation for their services at the rate of $5O per day plus
actual expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their
duties. A director who is a full-time employee of a member city
or town shall not receive any compensation other than actual
expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of his or her
duties.

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166 The board shall adopt by-laws defining a quorum, and shall

adopt by-laws for choosing a chairman, secretary, treasurer, and
such other officers as may be deemed appropriate, consistent with
this chapter.

167
168
169

1 SECTION 10. Transition to new Board of Directors
2 Upon the effective date of this act, the governor shall

immediately appoint five directors in the manner set forth above3
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4 and such directors shall immediately take office. The governor
5 may, but need not, reappoint the two gubernatorial designees
6 already serving on the board, provided such appointees satisfy the
7 requirements set forth in section 4(a) (1) of this chapter, as
8 amended by the act. Until such time as directors are added in the
9 manner provided by the preceding section, a quorum of the board

10 shall be deemed to consist of seven members.
11 The five directors to be selected by the member cities and towns
12 shall be selected within ninety days of the effective date of this
13 act at which time all ofthe seven elected directors serving pursuant
14 to their election by the voting representatives shall cease to be
15 members of the board. Until such time as additional directors are
16 elected in the manner provided by the preceding section, aquorum
17 of the board shall be deemed to consist of six members.
18 The five directors to be elected by customers shall be elected
19 within one hundred and twenty days of the effective date of this
20 act and shall become members of the Board, as a group, on the
21 first business day following the one hundred and twentieth day
22 of the effective date of this act.

1 SECTION 11. Limited use of take or pay provisions.
2 Section sof chapter 775 is hereby amended by striking from
3 the last paragraph the phase “(ii) may provide for the payment
4 of unconditional obligations imposed without regard to whether
5 a facility is undertaken, completed, operable or operating and
6 notwithstanding suspension, interruption, interference, reduction
7 or curtailment of the output of a facility” and inserting in place
8 thereof the words: -

9 (ii) where the terms of which are in excess of one year, may
10 not provide for the payment of unconditional obligations imposed
11 without regard to whether a facility is undertaken, completed,
12 operable or operating and notwithstanding the suspension,
13 interruption, interference, reduction or curtailment of the output
14 of a facility unless the explicit approval of the department is first
15 sought, and the department grants its approval, alter considering
16 the prudence of the financing and contract terms; the need lor

17 the facility covered by the contract; and the alternatives available
18 to the corporation at the time; the public interest in granting or
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19 denying approval and the Statement of Purpose of the
20 corporation as set forth in section 2A of this chapter. Any
21 contracts the terms of which are not in excess of one year shall
22 not be subject to the provisions of this clause because of default
23 provisions or any other provisions thereof which survive the
24 contract.

SECTION 12. Conservation and load management
Section 5 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby further

amended by inserting after subsection (p) the following new
subsection:

->

3
4

(q) In addition to and not derogation of any other authority
previously granted under the act jointly or separately to plan,
finance, operate, use, share costs of, sponsor, publicize or
otherwise participate in projects, systems, programs or measures
to promote or implement energy conservation and load
management including but not limited to energy-conserving or
load reducing modifications of the maintenance and operating
procedures of a building or facility or in the installation therein;
energy-conserving modifications to windows and doors; caulking
and weatherstripping; insulation; automatic energy control
systems; load management systems; hot water systems; equipment
required to operate variable steam, hydraulic and ventilating
systems; plant and distribution system modifications, including
replacement of burners, furnaces or boilers; devices for modifying
fuel openings; electrical or mechanical furnace ignition systems;
replacement or modification of lighting fixtures; energy recovery
and recycling systems; and cogeneration systems or portions
thereof; or research and development relating thereto within or
without the commonwealth and to enter into and perform
contracts with respect thereto. If the corporation acquires or owns
an interest as a tenant in common with others in any energy
conservation system within the commonwealth, the surrender or
waiver by any such owner of such property of its right to partition
such property for a period not exceeding the period for which the
property is used or useful for electric utility purposes shall not
be invalid and unenforceable by reason of length of such period,
or as unduly restricting the alienation of such property.

6

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
99

23
24
25
26
97

28
29
30
31
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1 SECTION 13. Redesignation of subsections 5 (q), (r), (s) and
2 (t).
3 Section sof chapter 775 is hereby further amended by
4 relettering present subsections (q), (r), (s) and (t) as subsections
5 (r), (s), (t) and (u) respectively.

1 SECTION 14. Limited use of take or pay provisions.
2 Section 6of chapter 775 is hereby amended by striking out
3 paragraph (a) and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 paragraph;
5 (a) The corporation may contract to sell, and member and non-
-6 member cities and towns and other utilities, public or private, may
7 contract to purchase, all or a portion of the capacity and output
8 of one or more specific electric power facilities and capacity and
9 output from other sources. The corporation and such cities, towns

10 and other utilities may contract to promote and implement energy
11 conservation systems, including, without limiting the generality
12 of the foregoing, contracts providing for planning, engineering,
13 design, acquiring sites or options for sites and expenses
14 preliminary or incidental to any such facilities, purchase or
15 systems. Any such contract (i) may be for the life of a facility or
16 other term or for an indefinite period, (ii) where the terms of which
17 are in excess of one year, may not provide for the payment of
18 unconditional obligations imposed without regard to whether a
19 facility is undertaken, completed, operable or operating and
20 notwithstanding the suspension, interruption, interference,
21 reduction or curtailment of the output of a facility unless the
22 explicit approval of the department is first sought, and the
23 department grants its approval, after considering the prudence of
24 the financing and contract terms; the need for the facility covered
25 by the contract; the alternatives available to the member at the
26 time; the public interest in granting or denying approval; and the
27 Statement of Purpose as set forth in section 2A of this chapter.
28 Any contracts the terms of which are not in excess of one year
29 shall not be subject to the provisions of this clause because of
30 default provisions or any other provisions thereof which survive
31 the contract.
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SECTION 15. Additional department review into nature of
contracts.i

Section 6 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is further amended
by inserting after subsection (c) the following subsection: -4

(d) Every contract made pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section, except contracts which provide for the payment of
unconditional obligations imposed without regard to whether a
facility is undertaken, completed, operable or operating and
notwithstanding the suspension, interruption, interference,
reduction or curtailment of the output of a facility, and except
contracts the terms of which are not in excess of one year, shall,
prior to and as condition precedent to its entry into force, be filed
with the department and shall not become effective until sixty days
after filing. The department, within such sixty day period, may
order an investigation of the propriety of any such contract, and
may after notice and public hearing make such order relative to
such contract as the public interest requires. If no such
investigation is ordered within sixty days after such filing, the
contracts shall be deemed to have the approval of the department.
Any contracts the terms of which are not in excess of one year
shall not be subject to the provisions of this subsection because
of default provisions or any other provisions thereof which survive
the contract. Multiple contracts which are in the same form need
not be submitted separately to the department but may be
considered jointly with all other such like contracts.

5
6

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
IB
19

20
21

23
24
25

SECTION 16. Town meeting or city council oversight
Section 6 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is further amended

by inserting after subsection (d) as added by Section 15 of this
act the following subsection;A

(e) Before a contract with the corporation, pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section, the terms of which are in excess of6

two years, shall be effective as to a member city or town, tl
municipal light board of such city or town shall publish in

9 newspaper having general circulation in the city or town not
10 of such proposed contract. The notice shall in brief and summary

terms (i) identify the electric power facilities to which the contractII
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12 relates; (ii) state the maximum interest to be acquired by the city
13 or town under the contract exclusive of any mandatory payments
14 assessed pursuant to default procedures discussed in the last
15 sentence of subsection (a); and (iii) state the approximate total
16 cost in dollars of acquiring such an interest.
17 Upon petition of twenty or more registered voters, submitted
18 to the municipal light board within two weeks of the date of
19 publication of said newspaper notice, the municipal light board
20 shall conduct a public hearing concerning the contract and shall
2! publish notice of such hearing in a newspaper having general
22 circulation in the city or town. This hearing shall be held during
23 evening hours no sooner than forty-eight hours nor later than one
24 week after receipt of the petition for a hearing.
25 If within fourteen days after the hearing, a sufficient number
26 of voters have filed a petition to place an article upon the warrant
27 for town meeting and in a city a petition has been signed by
28 registered voters equal in number to at least five percent of the
29 total number of registered voters addressed to the municipal light
30 board requesting approval of the contract by town meeting or the
31 city council and the mayor, and such petition is filed with the city
32 or town clerk, then the municipal light board shall not enter into
33 such contract unless authorized so to do by a majority vote, as
34 defined in section one of chapter forty-four, of such city or town.
35 If no action is taken at town meeting or by city council and
36 the mayor within forty-five days following the aforementioned
37 hearing before the municipal light board then the municipal light
38 board shall be authorized to enter into such contract.
39 Notwithstanding the foregoing, this subsection shall not apply
40 to or impair the validity of any contracts entered into by a
41 municipal light board, or the bonds issued in connection with
42 those contracts, prior to the effective date of this act.

1 SECTION 17. Participant review of financings.
2 Section 9of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby amended
3 by inserting after subsection (e) the following new subsection:
4 (f) The corporation may issue bonds for any project only in an
5 aggregate principal amount approved in writing by a majority of
6 the participants in such project. If financing for such project is
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required in addition to the aggregate principal amount theretofore
so approved, the majority of the participants in such project must
approve in writing such additional financing after reviewing
information submitted to it by the corporation and any
independent analyses and taking into account the following
factors:

/

8
9

10
II
12

(I) The economies and efficiencies to be achieved in
constructing or otherwise participating in such project;

13
14

(2) The member’s or participant’s needs for capacity including
reserve requirements and to meet obligations under pooling and
reserve sharing agreement reasonably related to its needs for
power and energy to which it is or may become a party;

15
16
17
18

(3) The estimated useful life of such project;19
(4) The estimated time necessary for the planning, development,

acquisition or construction of such project and the length of time
required in advance to obtain, acquire or construct additional
power or transmission supplies; and

20
21
oo

23
(5) The reliability and availability of existing or alternative

facilities or sources and alternative energy facilities and the cost
of such existing or alternative facilities or sources and alternative
energy facilities taking into account the costs and liabilities of such
projects.

24
25
26
11

28
The approval votes required under this subsection shall be

weighted according to each participant’s share in such project. In
addition, the provisions of this subsection shall only be applicable
to bonds for which approval of the department is required.

29
30
31
32

SECTION 18. Short-term Financings
2
3

Section 17 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975, as most recently
amended by chapter 105 of the acts of 1981, is hereby further
amended by striking the semicolon and the phrase “provided,
however, that where such bonds are payable at periods of not more
than one year after the date of issue, approval of such issuance
by the department shall not be required.” and inserting a period
in place thereof. Said section 17 is futher amended by adding the
following after the first sentence;

4
5

6

8
9

10 Notwithstanding the provisions of the preceding sentence,
where such bonds are payable at periods of not more than oneII
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12 year after the date of issue, the corporation may issue without the
13 approval of the department such bonds in an aggregate amount
14 not in excess of twenty million dollars outstanding at any time.

1 SECTION 19. Application of open meeting law
2 Section 29 of chapter 775, as most recently amended by chapter
3 115 of the Acts of 1979, is hereby amended by inserting the
4 following in subsection (a), at the conclusion of the phrase
5 “Section eleven A'/2 of chapter thirty A and section twenty-three C
6 of chapter thirty-nine of the General Laws, relating to meetings
7 of public boards,”; shall apply to the corporation, meetings of
8 members, participants and any of their committees, subcommit-
-9 tees or other entities.

1 SECTION 20. Access to trade secrets or financial information
2 by members or participants.
3 Section 19 ofchapter 775, as most recently amended by chapter
4 115 of the acts of 1979 is hereby further amended by adding the
5 following at the conclusion of subsection (a);
6 Upon the request of a project participant which has signed a
7 contract with the corporation pursuant to section six of this
8 chapter, the corporation shall be obligated to disclose trade secrets
9 or commercial or financial information if such project participant

10 agrees to certify that such information on a confidential basis and
11 certifies that disclosure is necessary in order to promote the
12 interests of the project participant.

1 SECTION 21. Application of laws to the corporation.
2 Subsection (c) of section 29 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975
3 is hereby amended by striking the words “seventy-one to seventy-
-4 five, inclusive” referring to chapter one hundred and sixty-four
5 and inserting in place thereof the words: seventy-one to seventy-
-6 six, inclusive.
7 Subsection (c) of Section 19 of Chapter 775 of the Acts of 1975
8 is further amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
9 sentence: -

10 The department shall not be empowered to assess the
I I corporation for any purposes.



HOUSE - No. 57561987] 17

9

»

2 Section 20 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is hereby amended
3 by inserting the following in the first sentence after the words “the
4 department”: the Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy
5 Resources.

1 SECTION 23. Additional information requirements.
2 Section 20 of chapter 775 of the acts of 1975 is further amended
3 by inserting after the first paragraph the following new
4 paragraph:
5 The corporation shall submit a quarterly report to the member
6 cities and towns and to participants, concerning in brief the status
7 of any project or program not yet operational and including an
8 objective analysis of whether such project or program is
9 proceeding on schedule and according to the corporation’s project

10 cost.

2 The provisions of this act shall not apply to nor impair the
3 validity of any contracts of a municipal light board or the bonds
4 issued in connection with those contracts prior to the effective date
5 of this act.

1 SECTION 25. Severability
2 The provisions of this act are severable, and if any provision
3 hereof shall be held invalid in any circumstances, such invalidity
4 shall not affect any other provisions or circumstances.

I SECTION 26. Effective date
2 This act shall take effect upon its passage

1 SECTION 22. Additional filing requirements.

1 SECTION 24. Applicability to existing contracts.
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