
SENATE No. 594
By Mr. Doris, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 594)

of Francis D. Doris for legislation to authorize the Department of
Social Services to enter into an interstate compact on adoption and
medical assistance. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven

An Act authorizing the department of social services to enter
INTO AN INTERSTATE COMPACT ON ADOPTION AND MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 188 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after Section 21 the following section;
3 Section 22. Interstate Compact on Adoption and Medical As-

-4 sistance
5 A. Purposes. The purposes of this chapter are:
6 1. To authorize the Department to enter into interstate
7 agreements with agencies of other states for the protection of
8 children on behalf of whom adoption assistance is being provided
9 by the Department; and

10 2. To provide procedures for adoption assistance payments and
11 medical payments for interstate children.
12 B. Authorization. The Department, with the concurrence of the
13 Department of Public Welfare may develop, participate in the
14 development of, negotiate and enter into one or more interstate
15 compacts on behalf of this Commonwealth with other states to
16 implement one or more of the purposes set forth in this section.
17 When so entered into, and for so long as it shall remain in force,
18 such a compact shall have the force and effect of law.
19 C. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context
20 indicates otherwise, the following terms have the following
21 meanings:
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22 . “Adoption assistance State” means the State that is a
23 signatory to an adoption assistance agreement in a particular case.
24 2. “State” means a State of the United States, the District of
25 Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
26 Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Miriana Islands or
27 a territory or possession of or administered by the United States.
28 3. “Residence state” means the State of which the child is a
29 resident by virtue of the residence of the adoptive parents.
30 D. Content. A compact entered into pursuant to the authority
31 conferred by this section shall have;
32 1. A provision making it available for joinder by all states;
33 2. A provision for withdrawal from the compact upon written
34 notice to the parties, but with a period of one year between the
35 date of the notice and the effective date of the withdrawal;
36 3. A requirement that the protection afforded by or pursuant
37 to the compact continue in force for the duration of the adoption
38 assistance and be applicable to all children and their adoptive
39 parents who, on the effective date of the withdrawal, are receiving
40 adoption assistance from a party state other than the one in which
41 they are resident and have their principal place of abode;
42 4. A requirement that each instance of adoption assistance to
43 which the compact applies be covered by an adoption assistance
44 agreement in writing between the adoptive parents and the state
45 child welfare agency of the state which undertakes to provide the
46 adoption assistance and that any such agreement be expressly for
47 the benefit of the adopted child and enforceable by the adoptive
48 parents and the state agency providing the adoption assistance;
49 and
50 5. Such other provisions as may be appropriate to implement
51 the proper administration of the compact.
52 E. Medical assistance identification. A child with special needs
53 resident in this Commonwealth, who is the subject of an adoption
54 assistance agreement with another state, shall be entitled to receive
55 a medical assistance identification from this Commonwealth,
56 upon the filing in the Department of Public Welfare of a certified
57 copy of the adoption assistance agreement obtained from the
58 adoption assignment state. In accordance with regulations of the
59 Department, the adoptive parents shall be required at least
60 annually to show that the agreement is still in force or has been
61 renewed.
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62 F. Processing and payment of claims. The Department of
63 Public Welfare shall consider the holder of a medical assistance
64 identification pursuant to this section as any other holder of a
65 medical assistance identification under the laws of this
66 Commonwealth and shall process and make payment on claims
67 on account of that holder in the same manner and pursuant to
68 the same conditions and procedures as for other recipients of
69 medical assistance.
70 G. False claims. The submission of any claim for payment or
71 reimbursement for services or benefits, pursuant to this section
72 or the making of any statement in connection therewith, which
73 claim or statement the maker knows or should know to be false,
74 misleading or fraudulent shall be punishable as perjury and subject
75 to criminal and civil laws of the Commonwealth.
76 H. Application. The provisions of this section shall apply only
77 to medical assistance for children under adoption assistance
78 agreements from states that have entered into a compact with this
79 Commonwealth under which the other state provides medical
80 assistance to children with special needs under adoption assistance
81 agreements made by this Commonwealth. All other children
82 entitled to medical assistance, pursuant to adoption assistance
83 agreements entered into by this Commonwealth shall be eligible
84 to receive it in accordance with the laws and procedures applicable
85 thereto.
86 I. Federal payments and aid. Consistent with federal law, the
87 Department, in connection with the administration of this chapter
88 and any compact pursuant to this chapter, shall include in any
89 state plan made pursuant to the Adoption Assistance and Child
90 Welfare Act of 1980, Public Law 96-272, Titles IV-E and XIX
91 of the United States Social Security Act, and any other applicable
92 federal laws, the provision of adoption assistance and medical
93 assistance for which the Federal Government pays some or all of
94 the cost. The Department shall apply for and administer all
95 relevant federal aid, in accordance with law.




