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By Mr. Wetmore, a petition of Robert D. Wetmore for legislation 
to provide for the registration of professional foresters. Natural 
Resources and Agriculture.

tEfje Commontoealtf) of ifHa*«acf)U«etW

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Seven.

An Act providing for the registration  of professional foresters .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 the following sections: —
3 Section 130. Declaration of Purpose: It is the express purpose
4 of Sections 130 — 130T to benefit the public by improving the
5 standards relative to the practice of forestry, to provide for the
6 regulation of professional foresters, to protect the public from
7 unqualified practitioners, and to help insure proper management
8 of the Forest resources of the state.
9 Section 130A. Use of Title of Description Limited: No person

10 may use in connection with his/her name, or otherwise assume,
11 nor use or advertise any title or description tending directly or
12 indirectly to convey the impression that he/she is a Registered
13 Professional Forester, without having first been licensed and
14 registered as a Registered Professional Forester, as provided in
15 this act.
16 Section 130B. Definitions: The following terms shall have the
17 meanings as used in Sections 130 - 130T: -
18 “Registered Professional Forester” shall mean a person who has
19 been registered as qualified under this chapter to engage in the
20 practice of forestry as herein defined.
21 “Practice of forestry” shall mean the scientific management for
22 continuing use of the natural resources associated with forest
23 lands. These related natural resources include trees and lesser
24 vegetation, air, water, soil, wildlife, and climate.
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25 “Board” shall mean the Massachusetts Board of Registration
26 for Professional Foresters as established by this chapter.
27 Section 130C. Board of Registration: A state board of
28 registration for professional foresters is hereby created whose duty
29 it shall be to administer the provisions of Sections 130-130T. The
30 initial board shall consist of five Professional Foresters who shall
31 be selected and appointed by the Governor, with the advice of
32 the council, and shall be qualified as required by section 130D.
33 Each member of the board shall receive a certificate of
34 appointment, and shall file with the secretary of state an
35 acceptance of his/her appointment. The first five members of the
36 board shall be appointed for terms as follows: one member for
37 one year, one member for two years, one member for three years,
38 one member for four years, and one member for five years. Upon
39 the expiration of the term of the first members of the board, the
40 Governor, with the advice of the Governor’s Council, shall
41 appoint for a term of five years a Registered Professional Forester
42 having the qualifications set forth in section 130D. Each member
43 shall serve during the term for which appointed, or until his
44 successor is appointed. A member may be reappointed for
45 subsequent terms.
46 Section 130D. Qualifications of Member of the Board: Each
47 member of the board shall be a citizen of the United States and
48 resident of Massachusetts, shall qualify as a Registered
49 Professional Forester under the terms of this act, and shall have
50 been engaged in the practice of forestry for at least seven years.
51 Section 130E. Com pensation and Reimbursement of
52 Expenses: Each member of the board shall receive a nominal per
53 diem sum as fixed by the board when actually attending to the
54 work of the board or any of its committees and for the time spent
55 in necessary travel; and in addition shall be reimbursed for all
56 actual travel and clerical expenses incurred in carrying out the
57 provisions of this chapter. Per diem allowances and reimburse-
58 ment for expenses shall be paid by the State Treasurer as provided
59 by section 1301.
60 Section 130F. Removal of Board Members; Vacancies: The
61 Governor, with the advice of the council may remove any member
62 of the board for misconduct, incompetence, or neglect of duty,
63 when evidence is presented for just cause. Vacancies in
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64 membership of the board shall be filled for unexpired term in the
65 same manner as for an appointment for a full term.
66 Section 130G. Meetings of the Board; Experts and other
67 employees; Annual budget: The first members of the board shall
68 be appointed within ninety days after the effective date of this
69 chapter. The board shall hold a meeting within thirty days after
70 its first members are appointed, and thereafter the board shall 

^ 7 1  hold at least two regular meetings each year. Meetings shall be 
r/ )12 held at such time and place as the bylaws may provide. The board

73 shall elect annually a chairman, a vice-chairman, and a secretary.
74 A quorum of the board shall consist of at least three members.
75 Regular meetings shall be called by the chairman, and special
76 meetings can be called by the chairman at the request of two of
77 the other board members.
78 The chairman, with the approval of the board, may employ such
79 experts, clerks, and other employees from time to time, and for
80 such periods as they may determine to be necessary.

) 81 The chairman shall, with the approval of the board, prepare
82 an annual budget and shall file the same pursuant to section three
83 of chapter twenty-nine.
84 Section 130H. Bylaws and Procedures: The board shall have
85 the power to make and promulgate all bylaws and rules and
86 regulations necessary for the proper performance of its duties. The
87 board shall adopt and have an official seal. The chairman, under
88 his hand and seal of the board, may subpoena witnesses and
89 compel their attendance, and may require the production of
90 books, papers, and documents in cases involving the revocation
91 of a license or practicing or offering to practice under the title 

L 92 of registered forester without a license. Any member of the board
93 may administer oaths or affirmations to testify or to produce such
94 books, papers, and documents as may be deemed necessary and
95 pertinent, the Attorney General shall, upon request by the board, 

$ > file a petition of inequity for enforcement in the Superior Court
'7 of Suffolk County, or the county in which such person resides
98 or has a place of business.
99 Section 1301. Receipts and Expenses: All monies received by
100 the board shall be paid to the State Treasurer who shall deposit
101 the same into the general fund of the state. Bills for all expenses 

[ 102 incurred by members of the board in the performance of their
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duties under accordance with the accounting laws and disbursing 
procedures of the state from the appropriation made therefor by 
the general court.

Section 130J. Records and Reports: The board shall keep a 
record of its proceedings and a roster of applicants for 
registration, his/her education and other qualifications, whether 
or not an examination was required, whether the application was 
rejected and the reasons for rejection, whether a license was 
granted, the date of the action of the baord, and such other® 
information as the board shall deem necessary. Annually on or 
before the thirtieth day of September, the board shall submit to 
the Governor a report of its transactions during the preceding 
fiscal year.

Section 130K. General Requirements for Registration: The 
minimum qualifications and requirements for registration as a 
Registered Professional Forester shall be as follows: -

Graduation from a curriculum in forestry of four years or more 
in a school or college accredited by the Society of American 
Foresters or approved by the Board, and a specific work record 
of an additional three years experience in forestry work of a 
character satisfactory to the Board indicating that the applicant 
is competent to practice forestry, or: —

Graduation from an acceptable 2-year forestry technicians 
school approved by the Board and a specific work record of an 
additional 5 years of experience in forestry work of a character 
satisfactory to the Board indicating that the applicant is 
competent to practice forestry, or: —

Successfully passing a written and/or oral examination 
designed to show the knowledge and skill approximating that 
obtained through graduation from an accredited four-year 
curriculum in forestry, and/or a specific record of seven years or 
more in forestry of such character that is satisfactory to the Board, 
indicates that the applicant is competent to practice forestry^ 
Applicants who have not completed four years of formal 
education at an institution accredited by the Society of American 
Foresters or approved by the Board, may receive credit for one 
year’s work experience for each year of successful academic work 
completed at accredited or approved institutions.

In all cases, an applicant must have been engaged in acceptable
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142 forestry activities approved by the Board, or formal education,
143 for at least 7 of the 12 years immediately preceding application.
144 In any case of questionable educational or work qualifications
145 for any of the above requirements, a written or oral exam may
146 be administered.
147 Section 130L. Application; Fees: Applications for registration
148 shall be made on forms prescribed and furnished by the Board,
149 and shall contain statements made under oath as to citizenship,
150 residence, the applicant’s education, a detailed summary of the
151 applicants five references, three or more of whom shall be
152 Registered Professional Foresters having personal or professional
153 knowledge of the applicants forestry experience. The registration
154 fee for a license as a registered forester shall be fixed by the Board,
155 one half of which fee shall accompany the application, the balance
156 to be paid before the issuance of the license. Should the applicant
157 fail to remit the remaining balance within thirty days after being
158 notified by registered mail that his/her application has been
159 accepted, the applicant shall forfeit the right to have a license so
160 issued and said applicant shall be required to again submit an
161 original application and pay an original fee thereupon. Should
162 the Board deny the issuance or a license to any applicant, the fee
163 deposited shall be retained by the Board as an application fee.
164 Section 130M. Examination, Re-examination Fee: When
165 written and/or oral examinations are required, they shall be held
166 at such time and place as the Board may determine. The methods
167 and procedure shall be prescribed by the Board. A candidate
168 failing an examination may apply for re-examination at the
169 expiration of six months. After additional failures, the applicant
170 may re-apply after a one year waiting period.
171 Section 130N. Issuance of License: Endorsement of Docu-
172 ments: The Board shall issue a license upon payment of the
173 registration fee as provided herein to any applicant who, in the
174 opinion of the Board, has satisfactorily met all the requirements
175 of Section 130-130T. Licenses shall show the full name of the
176 registrant, shall have a serial number, and shall be signed by the
177 chairman and secretary under the seal of the Board. The issuance
178 of a license by the Board shall be evidence that the person named
179 therein is entitled to all the rights and privileges and subject to
180 the obligations and responsibilities of a Registered Professional
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181 Forester while said license remains unrevoked or unexpired.
182 Plans, maps, and reports issued by the registrant shall be endorsed
183 with his name and license number during the life of the registrant’s
184 license.
185 Section 1300. Expiration and Renewal of License: Licenses
186 shall expire on the thirtieth day of June, three years after issuance
187 or renewal, and shall become invalid on that date unless renewed.
188 It shall be the duty of the secretary of the Board to notify, at the
189 last registered address, every person registered under this chapter
190 of the date of the expiration of said license, and the amount of
191 the fee that shall be required for its renewal for three years. Such
192 notice is to be mailed at least one month in advance of the date
193 of the expiration of said license. The Board shall each year fix
194 the renewal fee for licenses. Renewal of licenses for the next three
195 years may be effected at any time during the month of June of
196 the year in which such license expires by payment an additional
197 fee as determined by the Board. The Board shall make an
198 exception to the foregoing renewal provision in the case of a
199 person who is in the armed services of the United States. The
200 Board shall require that all applicants for license renewal shall
201 have attended a minimum of six recognized Continuing Forestry
202 Education programs during the previous three year licensing
203 period.
204 Section 130P. Firms, Partnerships and Corporations: Regis-
205 tration shall be determined upon a basis of individual, personal
206 qualifications. No firms, companies, partnerships, or corpora-
207 tions shall be registered under this chapter.
208 Section 130Q. Reciprocity: A person not a resident of, and
209 having no established place of business in this Commonwealth,
210 may not use the title “Registered Professional Forester” within
211 the Commonwealth unless (1) such person is legally registered as
212 a registered forester in another state or country and has submitted
213 evidence to the Board that he is so registered, and the state or
214 country in which he is registered observes these same rules of
215 reciprocity in regard to persons registered under the provisions
216 of this chapter, or (2) if the state or country in which the applicant
217 resides has no registration provision. In this case, the applicant
218 must meet the requirements set forth in Section 130-K.
219 Section 130R. Revocation of Licenses: The Board shall have
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220 the power and responsibility to revoke or suspend the license of
221 any registrant for any fraud, deceit, negligence, incompetence or
222 misconduct in the practice of forestry. The Board is empowered
223 to designate a person or persons to investigate and report to it
224 upon any such charge. Any person may prefer charges of fraud,
225 deceit, negligence, incompetence or other misconduct in
226 connection with any forestry practice against any registrant. Such
227 charges shall be in writing, shall be sworn to by the person making 

>,228 them, and shall be filed with the secretary of the Board. All 
’ 229 charges, unless dismissed by the Board as unfounded or trivial,
230 shall be heard by the Board within three months after the date
231 on which they shall have been preferred. The time and place for
232 said hearing shall be fixed by the Board, and a copy of the charges,
233 together with a notice of the time and place of the hearing, shall
234 be personally served upon such registrant at least thirty days
235 before the date fixed for the hearing. At any hearing, the accused
236 registrant shall have the right to appear personally and by counsel,
237 to cross-examine witnesses appearing against him, and to produce
238 evidence and witnesses in his own defense. If, after such hearing,
239 three or more members of the Board vote to find the accused
240 guilty, the Board shall revoke or suspend the license of such
241 registered forester.
242 Section 130S. Reissuance of Licenses; Duplicate Licenses;
243 Fees: The Board, for reasons it may deem sufficient, may reissue
244 a license to any person whose license has been revoked when three
245 or more members of the Board vote in favor of such reissuance.
246 A new license to replace any license revoked, lost, destroyed or
247 mutilated, may be issued, subject to the rules of the Board, and
248 a charge set by the board shall be made for such reissuance.
249 Section 130T. Violations and Penalties: Any person who shall
250 use in connection with his name or otherwise assume, use or
251 advertise any title or description tending directly or indirectly to 
£52 convey the impression that he is a Registered Professional
 ̂ 53 Forester in the Commonwealth, without being registered.
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