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tßfje Commontoealtf) of

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF COMMUNITIES & DEVELOPMENT
100 CAMBRIDGE STREET, ROOM 1404

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02202, NOVEMBER 4, 1987.

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly:
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 33 of Chapter 30 of the

General Laws, 1 hereby submit the attached legislative recommenda-
tions by the Executive Office of Communities and Development for
consideration during the 1988 legislative session.

Very truly yours,

AMY S. ANTHONY,

HOUSE

Secretary
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The state’s rental assistance program is a highly flexible housing
program which subsidizes the rents for low income tenants living in
a variety of different types of private market rental housing.

The proposed legislation would amend this program by providing
increased flexibility for its use in buildings containing between 13-30
units. The current language has been particularly problematic for
efforts to promote single room occupancy/lodging houses, which are
often this size building, and where there is a need to be able to provide
rental assistance for all tenants.

An Act relative to contractor evaluation forms for hous-
ing authorities.

Current law requires that housing authorities and their architects
fill out contractor evaluation forms upon completion of all public
housing construction projects. The integrity of this process in terms
of helping to maintain an accurate portrait of experience with various
contractors is essential if the best contractors are to be selected for
projects. One aspect of this process that has raised concerns relates
to the liability of those required to fill out these forms. The proposed
legislation would make these architects, or others charged with this
responsibility, “special municipal employees” for this purpose.

3. An Act relative to public housing construction contracts.

The proposed legislation would provide increased flexibility for the
department to ensure that it is able to provide for a variety of affirma-
tive action remedies relative to the use of minority-owned or women-
owned businesses. Fuller utilization of such businesses is of major
concern to the department.

The proposed legislation is similar to the authority currently pro-
vided to the department of capital planning and operations for its
capital facility projects.

i. An Act amending the state’s rental assistance program.
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4. An Act providing for optional forms of municipal adminis-

tration.

Assisting in efforts to improve municipal management capacity is
a primary objective of the Executive Office of Communities and
Development. An essential element of improved management
capacity is to enable local voters to restructure and reorganize local
agencies in response to local service delivery and management
demands. The proposed legislation would insert a new chapter into
the General Laws providing for three optional forms of municipal
administration (finance, community development, and inspectional
functions), citizens may restructure those functional areas where the
demand for improvements are most critical.

These optional forms are specifically authorized by the Home Rule
Amendment.

5. An Act relative to dog law violations.

The proposed legislation relates to non-criminal dispositions of
municipal ordinances and bylaws relating to dog violations. It would
include these violations in the standard citation form utilized pursuant
to Chapter 40 section 21D of the General Laws, where other similar
types of violations are listed, and would also make the officer’s citation
given for violations the charging document for such cases. This will
eliminate the possibility of duplicative citations, and provide a more
streamlined procedure.
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