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By Mr. Cohen of Newton, petition of David B. Cohen relative to

the licensing of physicians who enter the United States as refugees
or receive political asylum. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Eight

An Act relative to the licensing of physicians who enter the
UNITED STATES AS REFUGEES OR RECEIVE POLITICAL ASYLUM.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 2of Chapter 112 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the final paragraph the
3 following:
4 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, in con-
-5 sidering the applicant who has entered the United States as
6 a refugee under special provisions of the Immigration and
7 Naturalization Act or under the Refugee Act of 1980, or who
8 has been granted political asylum, the board, in determining
9 whether the applicant’s education is substantially the equivalent

10 of that of graduates of medical schools in the United States,
1 1 (i) shall not require documentary evidence where the applicant
12 is unable to provide it; (ii) shall provide expeditious, alterna-
-13 tive means to evaluate the applicant’s education; and (iii) shall
14 determine whether or not the applicant’s education meets the
15 substantial equivalence standard based upon the substance
16 of the applicant’s education and shall not consider require-
-17 ments not bearing directly upon the substance of the applicant’s
18 education or clinical training, unless (a) such requirements were
19 imposed by the board upon graduates of medical schools in the
20 United States at the time the applicant graduated from medical
21 school, and (b) the board specifically determines by a prepon-
-22 derance of the evidence that such requirements were met by at
23 least one medical school in the country where the applicant
24 attended medical school, and (c) no reasonable alternative
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25 means exist to enable the board to determine whether finding
26 such an applicant eligible for licensure would endanger the
27 public. If the board does not make a licensure-eligibility deter-
28 mination with respect to such an applicant within six months
29 of the request for such a determination, then the board shall
30 provide for the making of such a determination by a panel no
31 less than three and no more than five physicians fully licensed
32 to practice medicine within the commonwealth, including at
33 least one fully-licensed physician from the applicant’s country
34 of medical study, provided (i) such a physician is to be found
35 within the commonwealth, (ii) is willing to serve on the panel,
36 and (iii) is not reasonably objectionable to the applicant.
37 Such applicants whose education is determined to be sub-
38 stantially the equivalent of that of graduates of medical schools
39 in the United States shall be eligible for licensure on the same
40 basis as graduates of medical schools in the United States, and
41 the board shall count toward any requirement of post-graduate
42 instruction, training, or work experiences, such applicants’
43 foreign experience on a year-for-year basis, provided, however,
44 that the board need not count any foreign experience which
45 the board determines, based upon a preponderance of the evi-
46 dence, is not substantially comparable to cognate experience in
47 the United States. The board, in its discretion, may require an
48 applicant who has not practiced medicine on a full-time basis
49 for at least twelve consecutive months within any of the thirty-
50 six months immediately preceding the applicant’s application
51 to the board, to complete satisfactorily one year of probation
52 under the general supervision of a fully-licensed physician and
53 within a hospital setting of over 25 beds, provided that such a
54 requirement may be imposed only if the board also applies
55 such a requirement to applicants who are graduates of medical
56 schools in the United States who have not practiced medicine
57 on a full-time basis for at least twelve consecutive months
58 within any of the thirty-six months immediately preceding their
59 application.

1 SECTION 2. Section 9b of Chapter 112 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding to the end of the pentultimate
3 sentence the following;
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4 (5) to foreign medical physicians who enter the United States
5 as refugees under the special provisions of Immigration and
6 Naturalization Act or the Refugee Act of 1980, or who have
7 been granted political asylum, when they have passed the
8 E.C.F.M.G. and will be working under the supervision of a
9 physician fully and duly licensed in the Commonwealth and

10 within a hospital setting of not less than 25 beds.
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