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To the Honorable Senate/Honorable House of Representative

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section
of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House 6002
entitled "An Act Relative To The Examination of Jurors."

As drafted, House 6002 institutes a major change in legal
practice and procedure in the trial courts of the Commonwealth
by providing in all cases for additional voir dire beyond what
is now conducted by the judge. Concerns have been expressed
that as drafted H. 6002 would result in undue, lengthy delays.
In order to determine what the actual effect of the additional
voir dire would be, the proposed amendment sets up a pilot

ograra rather than mandating a statewide change at this time

I therefore recommend that the following amendment be
adopted:

Striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in its
place the following:

Notwithstanding the provisions of section twenty-eight of
chapter two hundred and thirty-four of the General Laws, in all
jury trials, both criminal and civil, in Bristol, Middlesex and
Worcester counties, there shall be a pilot program in which the
following procedures shall govern for one year following the
effective date of this act.

(1) In addition to whatever jury voir dire of the j
venire is conducted by the court, and subject to the
provisions in subparagraph (3) of this act for the
Commonwealth in criminal cases involving multiple

» defendants, the court shall permit, upon the request of a
Q party or his attorney, a minimum of thirty minutes for th
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party or his attorney to conduct, under the direction
the court, an oral examination of the jury venire.

(2) The court may impose reasonable limitations upon the
questions allowed during such examination. Additional time
may be granted in the discretion of the court.
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(3) In criminal cases involving multiple defendants, the
commonwealth shall be entitled to the same amount of time
as that to which all defendants together are entitled.

(4) The chief administrative justice for the trial court
shall establish a procedure to keep, maintain and publish
records for the pilot program, including, but not
necessarily limited to, the number of oral examination
reauests made pursuant to the provisions of this act and
the length of voir dire conducted.

I urge your favorable consideration of this amendment


