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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENGINEERING

ONE WINTER STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108, NOVEMBER 2, 1988.

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of the Commonwealth
State House, Room 337, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Sir:
In compliance with Section 33 of Chapter 30 of the General Laws,

I am pleased to submit the legislative proposals of the Department
of Environmental Quality Engineering for the 1989 session of the
General Court.

Enclosed are three (3) proposals the Department offers for
consideration by the General Court in 1989, with a brief summary
for each bill.

Sincerely,

DANIEL S. GREENBAUM,

HOUSE

Commontocaltl) of iHa**ad)u*ett£

Commissioner.
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LEG ISLA TIVE RECOMMENDA TIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENGINEERING

An Act further amending the Massachusetts clean waters
ACT TO CONFORM WITH THE FEDERAL CLEAN WATER ACT.

This bill would amend provisions of the Massachusetts Clean
Waters Act pertaining to the issuance and enforcement of water
pollution control permits by the DEQE Division of Water Pollution
Control (DWPC). These amendments are necessary to promote
efficient administration of DWPC permit programs and effective
enforcement, and would enable DWPC to receive delegation of
federal water pollution control permit program, the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES), from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

An Act relating to the board of certification of operators

of drinking water supply facilities.

This bill would establish within DEQE a board of certification of
operators of drinking water supply facilities to insure the proper
management, operation, and maintenance of public water supply
systems, transferring the authority for such certification from the
Division of Registration to DEQE. The bill establishes a process for
certification, reasonable fees for application, renewal of certification,
and prohibits the operation of a public drinking water facility by a
person not certified.

This bill is necessary to increase the number of qualified operators
of public drinking water supply facilities, to protect public health, and
to protect the Commonwealth’s investment of millions of dollars in
such facilities. Transferring the certification authority to DEQE will
better insure that the program is conducted effectively. Since DEQE
already regulates the quality of public drinking water and the
operation of such facilities, the regulation of certification of such
facilities would enable DEQE to more completely regulate the quality
of public drinking water supplies.
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An Act establishing an air pollution research program in

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ENGINEERING.

This legislation would require the Department to set up an air
pollution research program within DEQE. Funding for the program
would come from a dedicated fund financed by twenty-five cents from
each motor vehicle inspection and maintenance fee. The research
program would study air pollution from mobile and stationary
sources, focusing on air pollution not currently regulated by the Clean
Air Act; health effects of air pollutants and air toxics; and mitigation
measures to be applied to resource damage caused by air pollution.

One major benefit of creating a Massachusetts air pollution
research program is that it can provide a state-tailored comprehensive
program to meet the needs of the Commonwealth. Another benefit
to Massachusetts would be a significant leveraging of funds to expand
research, attracting additional funding from the private sector and
federal agencies (as evidenced in other states).
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