
HOUSE No. 1844
By Mr. Karol of Attleboro, petition of Stephen J. Karol relative 

to the Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship 
Authority. Transportation.

tKfte Commontoealtf) of jtta**acf)U0ett*
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine.

«
An Act relative to th e  w oods h ole , Ma r th a ’s vineyard  and  nan- 

tucket STEAMSHIP AUTHORITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 3 of chapter 701 of the acts of 1960 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second and third paragraphs
3 and inserting in place thereof the following three paragraphs: —
4 The Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship
5 Authority shall consist of five persons to be appointed as
6 follows: S- one resident of the town of Nantucket by the
7 selectmen thereof; one resident of the county of Dukes county by
8 the county commissioners thereof; one resident of the town of
9 Falmouth by the selectmen thereof; one resident of the town of
10 Barnstable by the selectmen thereof; one resident of the county
11 of Dukes County, the county of Barnstable or the county of
12 Nantucket by the governor.
13 Ihe members shall be appointed to serve the following terms:
14 upon expiration of the current term, the member appointed by
15 the selectmen of the town of Nantucket, one year; upon expiration
16 of the current term, the member appointed by the county
17 commissioners of the county of Dukes County, one year; upon 

|  18 expiration of the current term, the member appointed by the
19 selectmen of the town of Falmouth, one year; the member
20 appointed by the selectmen of the town of Barnstable, four years;
21 and the member appointed by the governor, five years. Upon 

expiration of the aforesaid term of each member his successor 
shall be appointed in a like manner for a term of five years and
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24 until his successor has been appointed and qualified. The
25 successor of each member shall be appointed in a like manner for
26 a like term except that any person appointed to fill a vacancy shall
27 serve only for the period of the unexpired term. Any member may
28 be removed for cause by the selectmen of the town or the
29 commissioners of the county of which he was a resident at the
30 time of his appointment or in the case of the governor’s appointee,
31 by the governor.
32 The chairmanship of said Authority shall rotate every year in
33 the following order: first, the member from Nantucket; second,
34 the member from the county of Dukes County; third, the member
35 from the town of Falmouth; fourth, the member from town of
36 Barnstable; fifth, the member appointed by the governor.

1 SECTION 2. The fourth paragraph of said section 3 of said
2 chapter 701 is hereby further amended by striking out the second
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: —
4 Three members of the Authority shall constitute a quorum, and
5 the affirmative vote of three members shall be necessary for any
6 action taken by the Authority.

1 SECTION 3. Section 5 of said chapter 701, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 584 of the acts of 1981, is hereby further
3 amended by adding the following two paragraphs: —
4 This section shall not apply to the operation of a vessel for the
5 carriage of passengers for hire:
6 (1) between the city of New Bedford and the island of
7 Nantucket; provided, however, that such vessel shall not carry
8 more than three hundred passengers each trip and has docking
9 privileges at said island of Nantucket;

10 (2) between the city of Boston and the said island of Nantucket;
11 provided, however, that such vessel shall not make more than two
12 round trips each day and shall carry no more than five hundred
13 passengers each way and has docking privileges at said island of
14 Nantucket; and
15 (3) between the said city of Boston and the island of Martha’s
16 Vineyard; provided, however, that such vessel shall not make
17 more than two round trips each day and shall carry no more than
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18 three hundred passengers each way and has docking privileges at
19 said island of Martha’s Vineyard.
20 Any person, association or company operating a vessel carrying
21 passengers for hire under the provisions of the preceding
22 paragraph shall pay annually on or before September first to the
23 town on Martha’s Vineyard or the town of Nantucket where
24 passengers on said vessel disembark an amount equal to two
25 dollars for each such passenger landed in such town by said vessel
26 during the previous twelve months. Such payment shall be 

I 27 deposited in a special account by the town treasurer of such town
28 and expended by the board of selectmen of such town solely for
29 the purpose of providing reasonable and necessary services for
30 tourists.

1 SECTION 4 Section 9 of said chapter 701 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the seventh paragraph and inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph: —
4 In case the commonwealth shall be called upon in the calendar
5 year nineteen hundred and sixty-two or in any subsequent
6 calendar year to pay the Authority any amount under this
7 section on account of any such deficiency for the calendar year
8 nineteen hundred and sixty-one or any subsequent calendar year,
9 such amount with interest or other charges incurred in borrowing
10 the money for the purpose, except such amounts as may be
11 appropriated by the general court therefor, shall be assessed on
12 the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and Barnstable and the county
13 of Dukes county, in the following proportions: ten per cent on the
14 town of Barnstable; ten per cent on the town of Falmouth; thirty-
15 five per cent on the town of Nantucket; and forty-five per cent
16 on the county of Dukes County. The county commissioners of
17 the county of Dukes County shall allocate such assessment upon
18 said county to be paid severally by the towns in said county,
19 excepting the town of Gosnold, in the same proportions as in the
20 assessment of the county tax.

S$‘

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 701, as most recently amended by
2 chapter 48 of the acts of 1980, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out section 14 and inserting in place thereof following 

' 4 section: —
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5 Section 14. There is hereby created and established a board to
6 be known as the finance advisory board of the Woods Hole,
7 Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority which
8 shall consist of five members; one member to be elected by the
9 voters of the town of Falmouth for a term of one year, one member 

10 to be elected by the voters of the county of Dukes County for 
1 1 a term of two years; one member to be elected by the voters of
12 the town of Nantucket for a term of three years; one member to
13 be elected by the voters of the town of Barnstable for a term of
14 two years; one member who shall be a resident of the county of
15 Dukes County, the county of Barnstable or the county of
16 Nantucket to be appointed by the governor for a term of two years.
17 In the event of a vacancy on said board from whatever cause, such
18 vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the case
19 of the county of Dukes County by appointment by the county
20 commissioners thereof, and in the case of said towns, by
21 appointment by the selectmen and in the case of the governor’s
22 appointee, by the governor. Upon the expiration of the term of
23 a member from the town of Falmouth, Nantucket or Barnstable,
24 his successor shall be elected in like manner for a term of two years.
25 Upon the expiration of the term of the member elected by the
26 voters of the county of Dukes County his successor shall be
27 appointed by the county commissioners of the county of Dukes
28 County for a term of two years, and thereafter each such member
29 shall be appointed in like manner for a term of two years. Upon
30 the expiration of the term of the member appointed by the
31 governor his successor shall be appointed by the governor for a
32 term of two years, and thereafter each such member shall be
33 appointed in a like manner for a term of two years. In the event
34 of a vacancy on said board from whatever cause, such vacancy
35 shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the case of the
36 county of Dukes County by appointment by the county
37  commissioners thereof, in  the case of said towns, by appointment
38 by the selectmen and in the case of the governor’s appointee, by
39 the governor.
40 It shall have access to such books, records and files of the
41 Authority it may deem necessary or desirable for the exercise of
42 its powers. The members of the board shall serve without
43 compensation but shall be reimbursed from the funds of the
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44 Authority for any actual expenses necessarily incurred in the
45 performance of their duties.

1 SECTION 6. The fourth paragraph of Section 15 of
2 chapter 701 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence
3 in the fourth paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
4 following sentence: — No contract shall be awarded by the
5 Authority for construction work or for the purchase of equipment,
6 supplies or materials, whether for repairs or original construction,
7 the estimated cost of which amounts to five thousand dollars or
8 more, except in cases of special emergency involving the health,
9 convenience or safety of the people using the facilities of the

10 Authority, unless proposals for the same have been invited by
11 advertisements in at least one newspaper published in each of the
12 towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and Barnstable and the county of
13 Dukes County once a week for at least two consecutive weeks,
14 the last publication to be at least one week before the time specified
15 for the opening of said proposals.

1 SECTION 7. Section 15A of said chapter 701, as amended by
2 chapter 102 of the acts of 1979, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first two paragraphs and inserting in place thereof
4 the following two paragraphs: —
5 The Authority shall post and advertise in at least one newspaper
6 published in each of the towns of Falmouth, Nantucket and
7 Barnstable and the county of Dukes County all proposed schedule
8 changes no later than sixty days prior to the effective date of said
9 proposed changes. In the event that the Authority shall receive,

10 within thirty days of said posting and advertising, a petition signed
11 by no fewer than fifty persons who are residents of the towns of
12 Falmouth, Nantucket, Barnstable or the county of Dukes County
13 requesting a public hearing on said proposed changes, the
14 Authority shall, within fourteen days of receiving said petition,
15 conduct said public hearing.
16 The location of said hearing shall be either on Martha’s
17 Vineyard, Nantucket, or in the towns of Falmouth or Barnstable,
18 wherever the greatest number of petitioners reside.

1 SECTION 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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