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By Mr. Trombley of Waltham (by request), petition of Dolores V.
Timbas and another for legislation to prohibit discrimination against
religious groups. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine

An Act prohibiting discrimination against religious groups.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. No person shall grievously offend or discrimi-
-2 nate against any religious group by publicly demeaning,
3 ridiculing, mocking, defaming or falsifying its official sacred (1)
4 beliefs; (2) texts; (3) history; (4) laws; (5) institutions; (6) holy
5 personages and leaders; (7) prayers, hymns, rituals, customs; (8)
6 symbols; or (9) God.

1 SECTION 2. (1) “Person” shall be construed as any individual,
2 organization, company or corporation responsible for publishing
3 (i.e. making “public”) or disseminating such act(s) of discrimina-
-4 tion through the printed and/or electronic media or through any
5 other means of public communication.
6 (2) “Falsifying” includes outright misrepresentation, distortion
7 and lies, as well as any imaginative speculations, depictions,
8 dreams, reveries, etc., which contradict or are contary to the know
9 truths concerning the nature and life of specific (or readily

10 identifiable) persons and events as recorded in a religious group’s
11 official sacred texts and history (past and present).

1 SECTION 3. A disclaimer of artistic or fictional license does
2 not constitute exemption from prosecution.
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SECTION 4. A single act of religious discrimination within a
published work, regardless of artistic merit, is grounds for
orosecm-.on of the whole

SECTION 5. This Act in no way abrogates the First
Amendment rights of every individual, in a spirit of free inquiry
and mutual respect, to publicly discuss, evaluate, uphold, defend
or reject any religious beliefs, including the religion of the
majority.


