
HOUSE No. 6224

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

STATE HOUSE • BOSTON 02133

MICHAEL S. DUKAKIS

August n, 1989

To the Honorable House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3,
of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Cbmraonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill 5896,
entitled "An Act Relative To The Entry Of Judgment In Certain
Actions."

As drafted, House Bill 5896 imposes an undue burden on the courts.
I am interested, however, in responding to the issues addressed in this
legislation.

I therefore recommend that House Bill 5896 be amended by striking
out all after the enacting clause and substituting in its place the
following:
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SECTION 1. Chapter 231 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
inserting after section 59F the following seotion:-

Section 59G. A judgment of dismissal for failure to file a timely
request for trial entered in an action in the District Oourt shall be
vacated upon the filing of a motion therefor within thirty days from
entry of said judgment together with a request for trial. Such vacation
of judgment shall take effect upon the filing of such motion and request
for trial, and upon such vacation the original date of oonmencement of
such action shall control for the purpose of determining compliance with
time limitations for actions set forth in chapter 260 of the General laws

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding the provision of any other law
to the contrary, no action duly oomnenced in the District Court
within the time limits set forth in chapter 260 of the General Laws
shall be barred from being reoontnenced thereafter by reason of
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having been dismissed for failure to file a timely request for trial,
where such dismissal was entered on or after August 1, 1989 and before
the effective date of this act
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