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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act relative to the trial of certain juveniles as adults.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 61 of Chapter 119 ofthe General Laws as most recently
2 amended by chapter 744 of the acts of 1985 is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the first paragraph the following new
4 paragraph:
5 Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this section or any
6 other law to the contrary any child between his fourteenth and
7 seventeenth birthday who is charged with a violation of any law
8 of the commonwealth, excepting murder in the first or second
9 degree, for which the penalty is imprisonment in a state prison

10 for life or any term of years, shall be charged as an adult and
11 proceeded against in the usual course of a criminal proceeding,
12 unless the court enters written findings based upon clear and
13 convincing evidence that the child does not present a significant
14 danger to the public as demonstrated by the nature of the offense
15 charged and the child’s past record of delinquent behavior, if any,
16 and that he is amenable to rehabilitation as a juvenile
17 Any child between his fourteenth and seventeenth birthday who
18 is charged with murder in the first or second degree shall be
19 charged as an adult and proceeded against in the usual course of
20 a criminal proceeding.
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