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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

Ordered, That the Rules of the Senate be amended in rule 13
by deleting paragraphs (a) and (b) and inserting in place thereof
the following paragraphs;
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(a) Unless the Senate shall otherwise specially order, the

President shall nominate no more than three persons to majority
party floor leadership positions, and shall further nominate a chair
of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means and a vice-chair
of the Senate Committee on Ways and Means. The minority party
floor leader shall nominate not more than three persons to
minority party floor leadership positions. Such nominations must
be ratified by a majority vote by the respective party caucus. The
vote shall be by voice vote, roll call, or secret ballot, as the majority
vote of the caucus shall determine. In the event a nomination is
rejected by such caucus another nomination may be made by the
person designated in this rule to make the initial nomination which
shall be subject to ratification in the same manner.
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17 (b) Within each party caucus there shall be a standing

Committee on Committees. In the case of the majority party this
committee shall consist of the Senate President, who shall act as
chair, and four other members to be elected by secret ballot by
the members of the caucus, provided that no member who holds
the position of majority leader, assistant majority floor leader,
second assistant majority floor leader, or chair of the Senate
Committee on Ways and Means shall be eligible to be elected.
In the case of the minority party this committee shall consist of
the minority floor leader, who shall act as chair, and four other
members to be elected by secret ballot by the members of the
caucus, provided that no member who holds any assistant
minority floor leader position shall be eligible to be elected.
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30 Each Committee on Committees shall meet at the beginning of

the first year of each biennial session of the General Court and31



2 SENATE - No. 1317 [January 1991]

32 from time to time thereafter as governed by the provisions of
33 paragraph (c). The majority party committee shall determine by
34 majority vote the chair and majority party Senate membership
35 of each standing committee, jointstanding committee, and special
36 committee, except as provided for in paragraph (a). The minority
37 party committee shall determine by majority vote the minority
38 party Senate membership of each standing committee, joint
39 standing committee, and special committee. The minority party
40 shall be represented on each standing committee, joint standing
41 committee, or special committee of the Senate by the number of
42 positions that represents within the Senate membership of the
43 committee, as closely as is possible, the percentage of seats held
44 by the minority party in the Senate as a whole.
45 For the purposes of this rule the term “minority party” shall
46 mean the political party of those members of the Senate who, in
47 the aggregate, constitute the second largest group of members of
48 the Senate affiliated with a political party.
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