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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two,

An Act establishing a statewide registration of domestic
VIOLENCE OFFENSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 208 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section 34C the following section:
4 Section 34D. Upon the filing of a request for a restraining
5 order pursuant to section eighteen or for an order for a spouse
6 to vacate the marital home pursuant to section thirty-four B of
7 this chapter, a petitioner shall be informed that the proceedings
8 under this chapter are civil in nature, although violations of orders
9 issued hereunder are criminal in nature. At the same time, a

10 petitioner shall be given information prepared by the appropriate
11 district attorney’s office that other, criminal remedies may be
12 available and shall be instructed by said office regarding the
13 procedure or procedures required to initiate criminal proceedings,
14 including, but not limited to, a complaint for violation of section
15 forty-three of chapter two hundred and sixty-five. Whenever
16 possible a petitioner shall be provided said information in the
17 petitioner’s native language.
18 When considering a request for a restraining order pursuant to
19 section eighteen or for an order for a spouse to vacate the marital
20 home pursuant to section thirty-four B of this chapter, a judge
21 shall have a search made of the records contained within the
22 statewide domestic violence record keeping system maintained by
23 the office of the commissioner of probation, and shall review the
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24 resulting data to determine whether the named defendant has a
25 civil or criminal record involving domestic or other violence.
26 Upon receipt of information that an outstanding warrant exists
27 against the named defendant, a judge shall order that the appro-
-28 priate law enforcement officials be notified. Upon receiving such
29 notice, said law enforcement officials shall take the necessary
30 action to execute said warrant as soon as is practicable. In the
31 event that the named defendant is before the court, the appro-
-32 priate law enforcement officials shall take the necessary steps to
33 immediately execute the outstanding warrant and place said
34 defendant in custody.

1 SECTION 2. Section 32 of Chapter 209 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following two paragraphs after the first para-
-4 graph thereof:
5 Upon filing a complaint to prohibit a spouse from imposing
6 any restraint upon the complainant’s personal liberty under this
7 section, a complainant shall be informed that the proceedings
8 under this section are civil in nature, although violations of orders
9 issued hereunder are criminal in nature. At the same time, a
10 complainant shall be given information prepared by the appro-

-11 priate district attorney’s office that other, criminal remedies may
12 be available and shall be instructed by said office regarding the
13 procedure or procedures required to initiate criminal proceedings,
14 including, but not limited to, a complaint for violation of section
15 forty-three of chapter two hundred and sixty-five. Whenever
16 possible a complainant shall be provided said information in the
17 complainant’s native language.
18 When considering a complaint to prohibit a spouse from
19 imposing any restraint upon the complainant’s personal liberty
20 under this section, a judge shall have a search made of the records
21 contained within the statewide domestic violence record keeping
22 system maintained by the office of the commissioner of probation,
23 and shall review the resulting data to determine whether the
24 named defendant has a civil or criminal record involving domestic
25 or other violence. Upon receipt of information that an outstanding
26 warrant exists against the named defendant, a judge shall order
27 that the appropriate law enforcement officials be notified. Upon
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28 receiving such notice, said law enforcement officials shall take the
29 necessary action to execute said warrant as soon as is practicable.
30 In the event that the named defendant is before the court, the
31 appropriate law enforcement officials shall take the necessary
32 steps to immediately execute the outstanding warrant and place
33 said defendant in custody.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 209 A of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding after
3 section 3 the following section:
4 Section 3A. Upon the filing of a complaint under this chapter,
5 a complainant shall be informed that the proceedings under this
6 chapter are civil in nature, although violations of orders issued
7 hereunder are criminal in nature. At the same time, a complainant
8 shall be given information prepared by the appropriate district
9 attorney’s office that other, criminal remedies may be available

10 and shall be instructed by said office regarding the procedure or
11 procedures required to initiate criminal proceedings, including,
12 but not limited to, a complaint for violation of section forty-three
13 of chapter two hundred and sixty-five. Whenever possible a
14 complainant shall be provided said information in the
15 complainant’s native language.

1 SECTION 4. Section 7of Chapter 209A, as so appearing, is
2 hereby amended by inserting before the first paragraph thereof
3 the following paragraph;
4 When considering a complaint filed under this chapter, a judge
5 shall have a search made of the records contained within the
6 statewide domestic violence record keeping system maintained by
7 the office of the commissioner of probation, and shall review the
8 resulting data to determine whether the named defendant has a
9 civil or criminal record involving domestic or other violence.

10 Upon receipt of information that an outstanding warrant exists
11 against the named defendant, a judge shall order that the appro-
-12 priate law enforcement officials be notified. Upon receiving such
13 notice, said law enforcement officials shall take the necessary
14 action to execute said warrant as soon as is practicable. In the
15 event that the named defendant is before the court, the appro-
-16 priate law enforcement officials shall take the necessary steps to
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17 immediately execute the outstanding warrant and place said
18 defendant in custody.

1 SECTIONS. Section 15 of Chapter 209 C of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following two paragraphs:
4 Upon the filing of a request for an order to protect a party or
5 a child under the provisions of the first paragraph of this section,
6 a petitioner shall be informed that proceedings under this section
7 are civil in nature, although violations of orders issued hereunder
8 are criminal in nature. At the same time, a petitioner shall be given
9 information prepared by the appropriate district attorney’s office

10 that other, criminal remedies may be available and shall be
11 instructed by said office regarding the procedure or procedures
12 required to initiate criminal proceedings, including, but not
13 limited to, a complaint for violation of section forty-three of
14 chapter two hundred and sixty-five. Whenever possible, a
15 petitioner shall be provided said information in the petitioner’s
16 native language.
17 When considering a request for relief pursuant to this section,
18 a judge shall have a search made of the records contained within
19 the statewide domestic violence record keeping system maintained
20 by the office of the commissioner of probation, and shall review
21 the resulting data to determine whether the named defendant has
22 a civil or criminal record involving domestic or other violence.
23 Upon receipt of information that an outstanding warrant exists
24 against the named defendant, a judge shall order that the appro-
-25 priate law enforcement officials be notified. Upon receiving such
26 notice, said law enforcement officials shall take the necessary
27 action to execute said warrant as soon as is practicable. In the
28 event that the named defendant is before the court, the appro-
-29 priate law enforcement officials shall take the necessary steps to
30 immediately execute the outstanding warrant and place said
31 defendant in custody.

1 SECTION 6. Section 35A of Chapter 218 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding after the first sentence in the second paragraph thereof the
4 following sentence:
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5 The court, or any of said officers referred to in the preceding
6 paragraph, shall consider the named defendant’s criminal record
7 and the records contained within the statewide domestic violence
8 record keeping system maintained by the office of the commis-
-9 sioner of probation in determining whether there is an imminent

10 threat of bodily injury.

1 SECTION 7. The office of the commissioner of probation is
2 hereby authorized and directed to develop and implement a
3 statewide domestic violence record keeping system no later than
4 September seventh, nineteen hundred and ninety-two. Said
5 system shall include a computerized record of the issuance of or
6 violations of any other protective orders or restraining orders
7 issued pursuant to sections eighteen and thirty-four B of chapter
8 two hundred and eight, section thirty-two of chapter two hundred
9 and nine, any and all civil restraining or protective orders issued

10 pursuant to chapter two hundred and nine A and/or any
11 violations of said chapter two hundred and nine A, or sections
12 fifteen and twenty of chapter two hundred and nine C of the
13 Massachusetts General Laws. Said computerized system shall
14 further include the information contained in the court activity
15 record information system maintained by the office of the
16 commissioner of probation. The information contained in said
17 system shall be made available to judges considering petitions or
18 complaints pursuant to sections eighteen and thirty-four B of
19 chapter two hundred and eight, section thirty-two of chapter two

20 hundred and nine, chapter two hundred and nine A, and sections
21 fifteen or twenty of chapter two hundred and nine Cof the Massa-
-22 chusetts General Laws. In addition, the information contained in
23 said system shall be made available to law enforcement agencies
24 through the Criminal Justice Information System maintained by
25 the executive office of public safety. The office of the commis-
-26 sioner of probation shall make a written report to the joint
27 committee on the judiciary regarding implementation of said
28 record keeping system no later than September fourteenth,
29 nineteen hundred and ninety-two.

1 SECTIONS. Until such time as the office of the commissioner
2 of probation has completed the preparation of a statewide
3 domestic violence record keeping system, as required by section
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4 seven of this act, a judge, upon considering a request for relief
5 pursuant to sections eighteen or thirty-four B of chapter two
6 hundred and eight, or a complaint under section thirty-two of
7 chapter two hundred and nine, or a complaint under chapter two
8 hundred and nine A, or a request for relief pursuant to sections
9 fifteen or twenty of chapter two hundred and nine Cof the Massa-

-10 chusetts General Laws, shall make every effort to review the
11 named defendant’s history of violence using available and
12 accessible records.
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