
Accompanying the sixth recommendation of the Commissioner of Agriculture
(House, No. 3). Government Regulations.

I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act regulating agricultural fairs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 128 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 38A and inserting in place thereof the
3 following three sections: —

4 Section 38A. No fair, the primary purpose of which is the
5 promotion of agriculture and farming, as defined in this
6 chapter, shall operate in the commonwealth unless it is sub-
-7 ject to inspection and approval by the department, and in-
-8 eludes competitive exhibits of the items listed in paragraph
9 (/) of section two. Any such fair shall be eligible to apply

10 for and receive state prize money from the department. Each
11 fair, other than a major fair, shall be in operation for at
12 least one day, and for a period of a least seven hours. Fairs
13 shall fall into one of the five following categories: major
14 fair, community fair, livestock fair, grange fair and youth
l5 fair.
16 A major fair is a fair sponsored and conducted by an
17 organized agricultural or horticultural society incorporated
18 under chapter one hundred and eighty. A major fair shall
19 operate annually for at least three consecutive days. Pari-

-20 mutuel horse and dog racing held in connection with a fair
21 shall be held or conducted at major fairs only. A community
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22 fair is a fair sponsored and conducted by an organized agri-
-23 cultural or horticultural society, or an association whose
24 primary purpose is the promotion of agriculture or horticul-
-25 ture. A livestock fair is a fair sponsored and conducted by
26 an organized livestock association whose prime purpose is
27 the promotion and development of livestock. A grange fair
28 is a fair sponsored and conducted by a local grange organiza-
-29 tion or an organization whose primary purpose is the pro-
-30 motion of agriculture. A youth fair is a fair sponsored and
31 conducted by an organized youth group whose main purpoe
32 is the promotion of agriculture. The director of the division
33 of fairs shall be charged with the duty of supervising, inspect-
-34 ing and approving all fairs operating under this section, and
35 of enforcing all rules and regulations relating to the inspec-
-36 tion of fairs, and the conditions under which such fairs shall
37 be conducted.
38 Section SBB. Any person who desires to hold or conduct
39 a horse or dog racing meeting in connection with a major
40 fair shall on or before Feburary first of the year in which
41 such horse or dog racing meeting is to be held make an
42 application for a certificate of approval to the department.
43 Such application shall state the full name of the fair, the
44 street and town where located, the days and dates and the
45 hours on which said fair will be open to the public. The
46 application shall include the business address of the corpora-
-47 tion, the date of incorporation, the date of the last annual
48 meeting, a list of principal officers of the fair, including the
49 president, treasurer, secretary, board of directors and others,
50 their compensation, and the full name of the secretary or
51 manager of the fair and his business address. It shall, also,
52 include a copy of the annual returns as required by section
53 twenty-six A of chapter one hundred and eighty, and answers
54 to such other questions as the commissioner and the board
55 may prescribe.

*

56 The commissioner and the board of agriculture shall have
57 full discretion in determining whether such major fair is a
58 properly qualified fair to conduct a horse or dog racing meet-
-59 ing, as provided in section three of chapter one hundred and
60 twenty-eight A, and the commissioner shall grant or refuse
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such certificate of approval not later than the first day of
March thereafter.

Section 38C. The department may make and enforce rea-
sonable rules and regulations relative to the inspection of
fairs, awarding of prize money and the conditions under
which fairs shall be conducted.
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