
MOUSE . 122

tan District Commission,
et, Boston 02108, October 24, 1968.20

The Honorable John F. X. Davokbn, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston. Massachusetts.

Dear Mr. Secretary: In accordance with with provisions of
Chapter 30, Section 33, as amended, the Metropolitan District
Commission herewith transmits a copy of the recommendations for
legislation, together with a draft of the bills embodying the legisla-
tion recommended. The drafts of legislation have been submitted
to the Counsel of the House as required by law.

Respectfully submitted,

HOWARD WHITMORE, Jr.,
Commissioner.

JOHN F. HAGGERTY,
Associate Commissioner.

VINCENT P. O’BRIEN,
Associate Commissioner.

MAX ROSENBLATT
Associate Commissioner.

JOSEPH L. BREEN, Jr.,

C!)t Commontoealti) of epagsac|nioetto

Associate Commissioner.
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1. An Act Relative to the Powers of the Metropolitan
District Commission to Impose Curfews.

Although Chapter 563 of the Acts of 1968 defines the powers of
the cities and towns to impose curfews in time of riot or other civil
disturbances, the new’ law 7 neglects to specify whatever powers the
Metropolitan District Commission may have in this regard. Within
the jurisdiction of the Commission, there are areas in which the
imposition of a curfew 7 may w7 ell be warranted to protect life
property should a civil disorder ever arise. A curfew imposed by the *

local city or town or by the local cities or towns might not be legally
enforceable within areas under Commission jurisdiction. Examples
of such areas are the Blue Hills Reservation, Breakheart Reserva-
tion, Nantasket Beach Reservation and Revere Beach. The Metro-
politan District Commission feels that it would be wiser to clarify
its curfew powers now rather than wait until an actual riot might
point out the oversight in the present law. The Commission, there-
fore, wishes that its pow'ers to impose curfew 7 s be made explicit
through the passage of this proposal.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

2. An Act Reallocating Certain Job Groups of the Metro-
politan Police in the General Salary Schedule.

At present, Metropolitan Police are being paid a salary which is
well below the compensation being paid to most police officers of
the cities and towns of the Commonwealth. As a result of this low
salary schedule, the Commission has encountered many difficulties
attracting candidates for appointment and retaining present mem-
bers. "With the present allocation of salary for Metropolitan Police,
the Commission cannot effectively compete with local police de-
partments. The Commission feels that better quality candidates
can be attracted and better morale can be attained by the passage of
this proposed salary increase.

3. An Act Authorizing Service from Other Places upoj^
Requisition.

Chapter 41, section 99 of the General Laws authorizes the mayor,
selectmen or chief of police of a city or town to request and receive
assistance from other police departments. Unfortunately, however,
this law makes no provision for the Metropolitan District Commis-
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sion to legally request or receive aid from any other police depart-
ment should the need ever arise. According to the opinions rendered
by a past Attorney General, local police have no police authority
whatever within Metropolitan District Commission jurisdiction
except to pursue and apprehend persons who have committed vio-
lations within their own jurisdictions. In view of the lack of con-
tinuity of areas under the jurisdiction of the Commission and the
vast dispersion of police manpower which such discontinuity neces-
sitates, the Metropolitan District Commission feels that, in an
emergency, the maintenance of the public safety in a locality under
its jurisdiction demands the legal ability for the Commission to
request and receive aid from other police forces so as not to jeopard-
ize the public safety in all the other areas which the Metropolitan
Police must also safeguard.

4. An Act Authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission
to Appoint and Employ Police Cadets.

Chapter 439 of the Acts of 1967, which authorized the cities and
towns to employ police cadets, did not, however, include any pro-
vision for a police cadet program to be instituted within the Metro-
politan District Police Force. The establishment of such a program
within the Metropolitan Police is considered to be of the utmost
importance by the Commission. A police cadet program would
provide a source of experienced, better trained and better qualified
candidates for appointment to the regular Metropolitan Police
Force. Additionally, under the terms of this proposal, the possible
“creditable service” 'which could be awarded to a cadet upon his
appointment to the Commission’s regular police force might be an
inducement for many young men to pursue a career of service to the
Commonwealth as a member of the Metropolitan Police. Upon
passage of this proposal, the Commission is prepared to immedi-
ately inaugurate this program. Appointment of cadets would re-
lieve some patrolmen for more important police duties and this would
greatly strengthen the law enforcement capabilities of the Metro-
politan Police.
5. An Act further Regulating Overtime Pay for Members

of the Police Force of the Metropolitan District
Commission.

At present, there is great confusion as to the exact meaning of
Chapter 92, section 628, which regulates overtime pay for the Metro-
politan Police. Currently, the Commission pays overtime to its



[Jan. 1969.HOUSE— No. 122.

I

A

police officers on the basis of a fifty-six hour week. The Commis-
sion feels, therefore, that Chapter 92, section 628 as it now reads,
is totally unfair and thus must be changed. The Commission recom-
mends that alt overtime payments for the Metropolitan Police
should be based on a forty-hour week. Passage of this proposal
would place the Metropolitan Police on a par with practically all of
the other state employees and members of the police departments
in the Commonwealth.
6. An Act relative to the Diversion of Waters op the Con-

necticut River into Quabbin Reservoir by the Metro-
politan District Commission.

The principal intent of this proposal is to secure legislative au-
thorization for the construction of intake works on the Connecticut
River if the Metropolitan District Commission deems that such a
facility is necessary. The other revision of previous statute which is
contained within this proposal is the change of the point at which
the flow of the Connecticut River is to be measured. If passed, this
bill would change the flow measuring point from Montague City
to Turners Falls thereby including the Deerfield River. By this
revision, the Commission will be able to comply with the under-
standing that a flow of 15,000 cubic feet per second- is to be
maintained at Turners Falls.

7. An Act increasing the Amount of Money which the Metro-
politan District Commission May Expend for the Con-
struction of a Relief Sewer in the city of Malden.

The purpose of this proposal is to be secure legislative authoriza-
tion and approval for additional funds to cover the changes in the
original cost estimate of this project which was authorized initially
by Chapter 478 of the Acts of 1966.
8. An Act increasing the Amount of Money which the Metro-

politan District Commission May Expend for the Con-
struction of Drainage and Flood Control Facilities in
the Cities of Melrose, Malden, Everett and Revere
and the Towns of Saugus, Stoneham and Wakefield.

As in the preceding proposal, the intention of this recommenda-
tion is to gain legislative authorization for additional funds to cover
the increases in the original cost estimate of this project which was
first authorized by Chapter 574 of the Acts of 1955 and subsequently
amended by various acts over the succeeding years.


