
HOUSE 397

By Mr. Hogan of Everett, petition of Thomas E. Barry and others rela-
tive to the retirement of certain war veterans at age sixty-five and with
twenty-five years of public service. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine

An Act relative to the retirement of certain war veterans
IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the
3 retirement of certain eligible war veterans, which right to
4 retire would be lost to them through the operation of the
5 compulsory retirement law, therefore it is hereby declared to
6 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate protection
7 of the public welfare.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. A veteran, as defined in section one of chapter
2 thirty-two of the General Laws, who has been in the ser-
-3 vice of the commonwealth, or of any county, city, town or
4 district, for a total period of twenty-five years in the aggre-
-5 gate and has attained age sixty-five, and whose employment
6 therein began on or before June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
7 and thirty-nine, shall, at his own request, with the approval
8 of the retiring authority, be retired from active service at
9 seventy-two per cent of the highest annual rate of compensa-

-10 tion, including any bonuses paid in lieu of additional salary or
11 as a temporary wage increase in addition to his regular com-
-12 pensation, and including any maintenance allowance, pay-
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13 able to him while he was holding the grade held by him at
14 his retirement, and payable from the same source. No vet-
-15 eran whose employment first began prior to June thirtieth,
16 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, shall be subject to the
17 provisions of this act unless at the time of his retirement
18 the total period of his creditable service is at least equal to
19 twice the time he was not in the employ of the common-

-20 wealth or of a county, city, town or district when his em-
-21 ployment by the commonwealth or by a county, city, town
22 or district first began; provided, however, that this sentenc-
-23 shall not affect adversely any rights, benefits or privilege*
24 or the entitlement to any rights, benefits or privileges, of
25 any person in the employ of the commonwealth or any politi-
-26 cal subdivision thereof, immediately prior to June tenth,
27 nineteen hundred and fifty-four, to receive such rights,
28 benefits or privileges.

1 Section 2. Any veteran retired under this act shall have all
2 the rights of a veteran at retirement as provided in subdivi-
-3 sion (3) of section twenty-five of chapter thirty-twT o of the
4 General Laws.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect as of February first,
2 nineteen hundred and sixty-one, as to veterans employed by
3 the commonwealth or the metropolitan district commission,
4 and shall take effect as to veterans employed by a county,
5 city, town or district upon its acceptance prior to January
6 first, nineteen hundred and sixty-three by a majority vote
7 of the county commissioners, by the mayor, by majority vote
8 of the selectmen, or by majority vote of the prudential com-
-9 mittee, as the case may be.


