
HOUSE 685
By Messrs. Quinn of Boston, Dukakis of Brookline and Mann of Newton, peti-

tion of Benjamin Levin, James R. Mclntyre, George V. Kenneally, Jr., Denis L.
McKenna, John F. Parker, Thomas W. McGee, John M. Quinlan, other mem-

bers of the General Court and others relative to the rights of an adopted child
under certain instruments. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act relative to the rights of an adopted child under
CERTAIN INSTRUMENTS.

1 Section 1. Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 8, as amended by section 1 of
3 chapter 121 of the acts of 1958, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Sections. The words “child”, “grandchild”, “issue”, “heir”
6 or “heir-at-law”, or their respective equivalents, in a grant,
7 trust, settlement, entail, devise or bequest, shall include one
8 who is adopted to the same extent as if born to the adopting
9 parent or parents in lawful wedlock, whether the adoption was

10 decreed before or after the date of execution or the effective
11 date of any such grant, trust, settlement, entail, devise or
12 bequest, unless the contrary plainly appears by the terms of the
13 instrument.

1 Section 2. The provisions of section eight of chapter two
2 hundred and ten of the General Laws, as amended by section
3 one of this act, shall be applicable to all grants, trusts, settle-
-4 ments, entails, devises or bequests whether the same were
5 executed or effective before or after the effective date of this act;
6 provided that said provisions shall not apply to any such grants,
7 trusts, settlements, entails, devises or bequests which were
8 executed or effective prior to August twenty-sixth, nineteen
9 hundred and fifty-eight with respect to contingent interests or

10 rights therein which had vested prior to the effective date of
11 this act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Cije Commontuealtf) of QDaosacijusetts




