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By Mr. Berlin of Boston, petition of I. Edward Berlin for an investigation by a
special commission (including members of the General Court) of the failure of the
Department of Public Welfare to implement the federal food stamp plan. Federal
Financial Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a
SPECIAL COMMISSION OF THE MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC WELFARE’S FAILURE TO IMPLEMENT THE FEDERAL FOOD
STAMP PLAN.

1 Resolved, That a special commission consisting of two mem-
-2 bers of the senate, three members of the house of representa-
-3 tives, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, is
4 hereby established for the purpose of making an investigation
5 and study of the Massachusetts Department of Public Welfare’s
6 failure to implement the Federal Food Stamp Plan, 7 U. S. C.
7 2011-2025, Public Law 88-525, approved August thirty-one,
8 nineteen hundred and sixty-four. The commission shall in-
-9 elude in its study chapter 656 of the acts of 1966, “An Act

10 authorizing the Department of Public Welfare to participate in
11 the Federal Food Stamp Plan,” approved September four, nine-
-12 teen hundred and sixty-six. The commission shall study in-
-13 formal reports and documents of the United States Congress,
14 the Food Distribution Division, Agricultural Marketing Service,
15 U. S. Department of Agriculture, and shall consult with appro-

-16 priate federal and state officials, representatives of the financial
17 and private sector, and other interested civic minded citizens
18 and civic groups on ways and means of speedily implementing
19 the Federal Food Stamp Plan. Said commission may require
20 by summons the attendance and testimony under oath of wit-
-21 nesses and the production before it of books, records and papers.
22 The commission may travel within and without the common-
-23 wealth and expend such sums for its purposes as may hereafter
24 be appropriated, and may investigate any and all related mat-
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25 ters.




