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By Mr. Dolan of Ipswich, petition of John F. Dolan for legislation to place
the supervision of mink ranches under the Department of Agriculture. Natural
Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

AN Act placing the supervision of mink ranches under the

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section I. Section 6A of chapter 21 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 665 of the acts of 1965,
3 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence therein
4 and inserting the following: —It shall be the duty of the divi-
-5 sion of law enforcement and its officers to enforce all penal
6 laws which it is the duty of the department to enforce, provi-
-7 sions of the General Laws or any special laws to the contrary
8 notwithstanding, including the laws relating to fish, birds,
9 mammals, dogs, and fires, and all rules and regulations made

10 under the authority thereof.

Clje Commontoealtf) of cpassacijimtts

1 Section 2. Chapter 128 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 8A the following section :
3 Section SB. Mink that have been propagated in captivity
4 for two or more generations shall be considered domesticated
5 mammals subject to all the laws of the commonwealth with
6 reference to possession, ownership and taxation as are at any
7 time applicable to domesticated animals; such domesticated

’ 8 mink and the pelts or products thereof shall be deemed agri-
-9 cultural products and shall not be subject to the provisions of

10 sections five, nineteen, twenty-three, twenty-five, thirty-three,
11 and thirty-four of chapter one hundred and thirty-one of the
12 general laws. The breeding, raising, producing in captivity
13 and marketing thereof shall be deemed an agricultural pur-
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14 suit. For the purposes of this section, a mink ranch shall be
15 deemed to be any place where mink as defined by this section
16 are raised and propagated in captivity. Each mink ranch shall
17 be listed with the department of agriculture on or before
18 February first of each year, and the premises and the breed-
-19 ing records may be inspected by the commissioner of agricul-
-20 ture or his agents at any reasonable time. The fee for such
21 listing shall be three dollars annually for which fee a certifi-
-22 cate shall be issued by the department of agriculture. Such
23 certificate shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the prem-
-24 ises at all times. The burden shall be upon the owner of suct^
25 a ranch to prove that all mink possessed are domesticated as
26 defined above. Whoever violates any provisions of this section
27 shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
28 dollars.
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