
HOUSE . 1788
By Mrs. Newman of Cambridge, petition of Mary B. Newman for legislation

to provide that certain prisoners serving life sentences shall be eligible for parole
in twenty years. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine,

ANAct providing that certain prisoners serving a life sen-
tence SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE IN TWENTY YEARS.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and. House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 1338 the following sec-
tion :■

4 Section J33C. Every prisoner who is serving a sentence
5 for life for murder in the first degree in a correctional institu-
-6 tion of the commonwealth shall he eligible for parole and the
7 parole hoard shall, within sixty days before the expiration of
8 twenty years of such sentence, conduct a public hearing be-

fore the full membership
10 Said board shall at least thirty days before such hearing
11 notify in writing the attorney general, the district attorney in
12 whose district sentence was imposed and the chief of police or
13 head of the organized police department of the municipality
14 in which the crime was committed, and said officials may ap-
-15 pear in person or make written recommendations to the
16 hoard, hut failure of any or all of said officials to appear or
17 make recommendations shall not arrest the paroling pro-
-18 cedure.
19 After such hearing the parole board may, by a vote of four-

-20 fifths of all its members, grant to such prisoner a parole per-
-21 mit to he at liberty upon such terms and conditions as it may
22 prescribe for the unexpired term of his sentence. If such per-
-23 mit is not granted, the parole board shall, at least once in each
24 ensuing three year period, consider carefully and thoroughly
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25 the merits of each such case on the question of releasing such
'6 prisoner on parole, and may, by a vote of four-fifths of all its

27 members, grant such parole permit
8 Such terms and conditions may be revised, altered and
) amended, and may be revoked, by the parole board at any

0 time. The violation by the holder of such permit or any of i
law of the commonwealth, may ;
hereupon, or if such permit has
d may order his arrest and his
:e with the provisions of section

or conditions, or of
render such permit void, and
been revoked, the parole boa
return to prison, in accordan
one hundred and forty-nine.

Section 2. The provisions of section one hundred and
thirty-three C of chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
General Laws, inserted by section one of this act, shall apply
to prisoners sentenced before as well as after the effective
date of this act.


