
HOUSE 1903

By Mr. LaFontaine of Gardner, petition of John F. X. Gaquin and Raymond
M. LaFontaine for legislation to revise the law relative to the sale of alcoholic
beverages. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine

An Act revising the laws relative to the sale of alcoholic
BEVERAGES WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Section 16 of chapter 139 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 11 of chapter 328 of the acts of 1934,
3 is hereby amended by inserting in line 5 after the word
4 “town,” the words: —or of any licensee holding a license
5 under chapter one hundred and thirty-eight or of any asso-
-6 ciation of such licensees in its own name, so that said sec-
-7 tion shall read as follows: Section 16. Upon an informa-
8 tion filed by the district attorney for the district, or upon the
9 petition of the board or officer having control of the police

10 of a town or of not less than ten legal voters of a town, or of
11 any licensee holding a license under chapter one hundred and
12 thirty-eight or of any association of such licensees in its own
13 name, stating that a building, place or tenement therein is
14 resorted to for illegal gaming, or is used for the illegal keep-
15 ing or sale of alcoholic beverages, as defined in section one of
16 chapter one hundred and thirty-eight, the supreme judicial
17 or superior court may enjoin or abate the same as a com-
-18 mon nuisance.

'tion 2. Section 16A of chapter 139 of the General
Laws, as appearing in section 12 of chapter 328 of the acts of

3 1934, is hereby amended by inserting in line 6, after the word
4 “names,” the following words; or any licensee holding a
5 license under chapter one hundred and thirty-eight or any
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association of licensees in its own name, so said section shall
read as follows: Section 16A. Upon a bill in equity brought
in the name of the commonwealth by the attorney general, or
district attorney for the district, or thq chief of police, or the
board or officer having control of the police of the state, or of

x town or city, or by not less than ten legal voters of a town
>r city, in their own names, or any licensee holding a license
inder chapter 138 or any association of licensees in its own

name, stating that a building, place or tenement situated
therein is being used for the illegal keeping, sale or manu-
facture of alcoholic beverages, as defined in section one of
chapter one hundred and thirty-eight, the superior court may
abate the same as a common nuisance and may enjoin the
person conducting or maintaining the same, and the owner,

r agent of the building, place or tenement in or upon
hich said nuisance exists, and their grantees or assignees,

from directly or indirectly maintaining or permitting such
nuisance, and, subject to the provisions hereinafter contained
may order the effectual closing of such building, place or
tenement, and the prohibition of its use for any purpose for
one year thereafter. Proceedings xxnder this section shall be
in the manner provided in sections seven to twelve, inclusive,
except that the provisions of section nine regulating the
closing of a building, place or tenement and the prohibition
of its use for any purpose for one year because of the
maintenance of such a nuisance shall not apply, and in lieu
thereof the court may include in its decree an order for such
closing and prohibition, if it appears that prior thereto and
within the preceding three years there shall have been three
convictions for the illegal sale, or keeping, or manufacture of
alcoholic beverages, as so defined, in or xxpon the premises on
which such building, place or tenement is situated, or three
decrees for a permanent injunction enjoining the mainte-
nance of such a nuisance. A decree for a permanent injunc-
tion or abatement shall include an order that a copy thereof
shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the building, place
or tenement affected thereby, on or near one or more of its
principal entrances and that the removal, defacement, era-
sure or mutilation of a copy so posted shall be contempt of
court. In addition to such posting, a copy of the decree shall
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be delivered in hand to the person in charge of such building,
place or tenement if he may be found upon the premises or to
anyone residing therein, and if the decree includes an order
for the effectual closing of said building, place or tenement
and the prohibition of its use for any purpose for one year, a
copy shall be filed forthwith for record in the registry of deeds
for the county and registry district within which such build-
ing, place or tenement is situated. The provisions of section
thirteen shall apply to all persons found in or upon premises
used for the illegal sale, or keeping, or manufacture of alco-
holic beverages, as so defined.




