
HOUSE . No. 2387
By Mr. Dever of Arlington, petition of Edward J. Dever, Jr., and others for

legislation to establish the CAMS regional solid waste disposal district in the cities
of Cambridge, Arlington, Medford and Somerville. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act establishing the cams regional solid waste disposal

DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as'
follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established the CAMS Regional
2 Solid Waste Disposal District consisting of the following
3 cities and towns: Cambridge, Arlington, Medford and Som-
-4 erville.

1 Section 2. The district shall be a body corporate and poli-
-2 tic and shall have the power to establish, maintain and oper-
-3 ate such solid waste disposal facilities it deems necessary.
4 To carry out the purposes of this act, the district shall have
5 the following powers and duties:
6 (a) to adopt a corporate seal
7 (b) to sue and be sued, but only to the same extent and
8 upon the same conditions that a city or town may be sued.
9 (c) to purchase land and buildings for the purposes of the

10 district and to hold property.
11 (d) to accept from the federal and state government or any
12 charitable foundation or organization, private corporation
13 or person, and expend for the purpose for which given, any
l4 grant or gift in aid of the purposes of this act and to accede
15 to any conditions or obligations attached thereto. Until so
16 expended all amounts so received shall be deposited with
17 the state treasurer and held in an account to be known as
18 the CAMS Regional Solid Waste Disposal District Fund.
19 (e) to engage legal counsel.
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(/) to engage a certified public accountnnt20

(g) to employ an executive director and such other experts
and consultant services as it deems necessary to plan and
operate said district.

21
>9

23
24 (h) the executive director shall appoint, and may remove

as employees of the district, such employees as he may deem
necessary. The executive director, employees and experts
and consultants employed by the district shall not be sub-
ject to the provisions of chapter thirty-one, nor to section
nine A of chapter thirty; provided, however, that the execu-
tive director and employees of the district may be
of the state contributory retirement system and shall be
eligible to participate in all group insurance programs un-
der chapter thirty-two A.
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( i ) to submit to the governor, the general court, and to the
member cities and towns of the CAMS Regional Solid Waste
Disposal District on or before the first AVednesday of Decem-
ber in each year, beginning in nineteen hundred and sixty-
nine, a report of the operations of the district relative to
solid waste disposal during the preceding fiscal year includ-
ing a detailed financial statement for each year showing the
method by which the annual charges assessed against each
city and town in the district were computed.
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( j) to adopt an annual operating budget not later than
December thirty-first. The fiscal year of the district shall be
from January first to December thirty-first.
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( k ) to enter into contracts for the disposal of the solid
waste of non-member cities and towns as well as other bodies
politic, the United States of America, and other persons, for
the disposal of solid waste, and for such purposes to estab-
lish and collect rates and charges at least equal to the full
cost of service provided under such contracts.
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52 (?) to enter into contracts for the construction, reconstruc-

tion, maintenance or operation of solid waste disposal facili-,
ties.
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(m) to enter into contracts for the disposal within and
outside of the district, of solid wastes originating in the dis-

>

56
trict.> /

in) to contract for one or more of the following: 1. em
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neering evaluation of its existing or proposed solid waste
facilities and its existing or proposed methods of solid waste
disposal, 2. study and research respecting improvements
therein, and 3. expert advice concerning new methods and
facilities, 4. any other service appurtenant to the planning
construction and maintenance of solid waste disposal facili-
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ties,G5
(o) to employ in the establishment of a solid waste dis-

posal facility such buffer zones, special structural, archi-
06
67

tectural or landscape treatment or other features as may
be advisable for aesthetic reasons or to protect the public

68
69

health, comfort and convenience or property values in the
vicinity.

70
71

(p) to design and operate, insofar as feasible, solid waste
disposal facilities in such manner that after termination of
their use for such disposal the sites thereof will not be in-
compatible with foreseeable uses thereof.

72
Id

74
id
76 ( q) to keep records of the general administrative costs

for solid waste disposal and the costs of evaluation and re-1 1

search.78
cost of establishing, maintain-
iste disposal facility of the dis-

(r) to keep records of the
ing and operating each solid w
trict.

79
SO

81
solid waste disposal facility or(s) upon termination of a82

completion of a site or a reasonable portion thereof, the83
executive board of the district, mav retain, use, and fur81

85 ther develop the site as a public park, open area, green
86 belt, or other recreation area or convev it to an appropriat
87 state agency, local conservation commission or city or town
88 for such purposes. If the site is inappropriate for such uses.
89 the executive board, may .sell or lease it for industrial de-
-90 velopment provided such development is compatible with local
91 zoning laws in effect at the time.
92 (t) any and all powers and duties not enumerated herein
93 but necessary to fulfill the intent of this act shall he granted
94 to the CAMS Regional Solid Waste Disposal District.

1 Section 3. The powers, duties and liabilities of the CAMS
2 Regional Solid Waste Disposal District shall be vested in and
3 exercised by an executive board consisting of the city mana-
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4 ger in the case of a Plan D or E city, or the mayor of each
5 other city, and the town manager of a town having such an
6 officer, and the chairman of the hoard of selectmen of each
7 town, constituting the district. Each mayor, city or town
8 manager and each chairman may, by a writing filed with the
9 district, from time to time appoint a designee to act for him

10 on such executive board. The executive board shall he the gov-
-11 erning board of the district and each member community
12 shall have one vote in the board.

1 Section 4. To meet the initial expenses of establishing the
2 district, the board may from time to time, and upon proper
3 certification as provided in section six of this act, borrow
4 from the state treasurer such sums as are necessary, the ag-
-5 gregate of all such borrowings not to exceed six-hundred
6 thousand dollars. The aggregate of all borrowings under this
7 section shall he repaid to the commonwealth in equal annual
8 installments commencing with the first year’s maturities of
9 any bonds issued by the commonwealth under section five of

10 this act for the construction of the district’s solid waste dis-
-11 posal facilities.

12 Section 5. To meet the construction costs for the district
13 solid waste disposal facility, the state treasurer shall, upon
14 the request of the governor, and with the approval of the
15 executive board, issue and sell at public or private sale bonds
16 of the commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons
17 attached, as he may deem best, to an amount to be specified
18 by the governor, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, the
19 sum of dollars. All bonds issued by the com-
-20 monwealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their face,
21 CAMS Regional Solid Waste Disposal District Loan Act
22 of 19 , and shall be on the serial payment plan for such
23 maximum term of years not exceeding twenty years, as the
24 governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to
25 section three of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Con-
-26 stitution of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to
27 be so arranged that the amounts payable in each of the sev-
-28 eral years of the period of amortization, other than the final
29 year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state
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30 treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said bonds shall
31 bear interest semi-annually at such rate as the state treas-
-32 urer, with the approval of the governor, shall fix. The initial
33 maturities of such bonds shall be payable not later than
34

1 Section 6. The CAMS Regional Solid Waste Disposal Dis-
-2 trictmay, from time to time, during the course of the calendar
3 year, by a two-thirds vote of its membership, certify to the
4 state treasurer an amount necessary to meet expenses for
5 which the district does not have sufficient cash on hand to
6 cover. For the period prior to the full operation of the CAMS
7 Regional Solid Waste Disposal Facility the total amounts so
8 certified shall not exceed an amount annually fixed by the
9 district. For every year thereafter the total amounts cer-

-10 tified shall not exceed the total amount of the district assess-
-11 ment on the cities and towns for the year preceding that
12 which the amounts are requested of the state treasurer. The
13 commonwealth shall thereupon pay over to the district treas-
-14 urer the amounts so certified, and any such payments shall
15 be debited to the district’s account on the books of the com-

-16 monwealth.

1 Section 7. The board, not later than October first in each
2 year, shall notify the state treasurer of the sums due the com-
-3 monwealth from the several cities and towns within the dis-
4 trict for the purposes of operation, maintenance, repayment
5 of borrowings from the commonwealth for the initial ex-
-6 penses of the district, and amortizing the debt of the district’s
7 solid waste disposal facility, and said sums shall be paid by
8 the respective cities and towns to the commonwealth as pro-
-9 vided by section twenty of chapter fifty-nine of the General

10 Laws. No part of any deficit shall be borne by the common-
-11 wealth.
12 (a) All capital-costs including debt charges and amortiza-
-13 tion and other fixed charges shall be apportioned among the
14 cities and towns in direct proportion to the amount of ca-
-15 pacity that shall be assigned and guaranteed to each city
16 and town in the original agreement for the use of the dis-
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17 trict solid waste disposal facility. The amount of capacity
IS assigned to each city and town in the district shall be ap-
-19 proved by two-thirds vote of the membership in the execu-
-20 five board and may be reviewed at an annual meeting upon
21 written request by any two members of the board. The assess-
22 ment of monies due the commonwealth for borrowings for
23 initial expenses of the district under Section four of this act,
24 shall be apportioned in accordance with this subsection.
25 (ft) As soon as is practicable, the cost of administering
26 the district and of operating, maintaining, the facility shall
27 be apportioned among the cities and towns within the district
28 in direct proportion to the extent to which each city and town
29 uses the district solid waste disposal facility.
30 (c) The annual costs of operation and maintenance shall
31 include annual payment of the sum of $

, said sum as
32 payment to the city or town in which the district solid waste
33 disposal facility is located.
34 (d) During the period prior to the official opening of the
35 district solid waste disposal facility the operating expenses
36 of the district shall be assessed in direct proportion to each
37 municipality’s share of the total population of the district
38 according to the latest federal census.

1 Section 8. The CAMS Regional Solid Waste Disposal Dis-
-2 trict shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer who may be
3 the same persons, but who need not be a member of the execu-
-4 tive board. The treasurer shall receive and take charge of all
5 monies belonging to the district and shall pay all authorized
6 expenditures of the district. The treasurer may, by vote of
7 said executive board, be compensated for his services. The
8 treasurer of said district shall be subject to the provisions of
9 sections thirty-five and one hundred and nine A of chapter

10 forty-one, to the extent applicable. The treasurer shall give
11 the district a bond, with a surety company authorized to
12 transact business in the commonwealth as surety, for the
13 faithful performance of his duties in such sum and upon such
14 conditions as the executive board may require.

1 Section 9. Money received by the state treasurer from as-
-2 sessments and from federal and state grants and other author-
-3 ized sources shall be credited on the books of the common-
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1 wealth to a fund known as the CAMS Regional Solid Waste
5 Disposal District Fund. Receipts from fees collected under
6 contracts for use of the district’s solid waste disposal facility
7 shall be deposited directly in the district’s own account by the
8 district treasurer.

1 Section 10. The state treasurer is authorized to advance,
2 from time to time, such sums as are certified under section
3 four or section six of this act; provided, that the aggregate
4 of all advances under section four shall not exceed, six-hun-
-5 dred thousand dollars and shall be loans from the General
6 Fund.

1 Section 11. The city or town in which the solid waste dis-
-2 posal facility is located shall not revoke any license issued
3 by it for the operation of said facility without the approval of
4 the department of public health.

1 Section 12. The state auditor shall annually cause an audit
2 to be made of the accounts of the CAMS Regional Solid Waste
3 Disposal District and for this purpose he, and his duly ac-
-4 credited agents, shall have access to all necessary papers,
5 books, and records. Upon the completion of each audit, a
6 report thereon shall be made to the executive board of said
7 district and a copy thereof shall be sent to the mayor, city
8 manager, town manager, and to the chairman of the board
9 of selectmen, respectively, of each city and town which is a

10 member of said district. The auditor shall apportion the cost
11 of the audit among the several cities and towns which are
12 members of the district on the basis provided by section
13 seven fh ) of this act and submit the amount of each appor-
-14 tionraent to the state treasurer, who shall issue his warrant
15 requesting the assessors of the cities and towns which are
16 members of the district to assess a tax to the amount of the
17 expense, and such amounts shall be collected and paid to the
18 state treasurer, as provided by section twenty of chapter
19 fifty-nine.

1 Section 13. The provisions of this act are severable, and
2 if any of its provisions shall be held unconstitutional or in-
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valid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of
such court shall not affect or impair any of the remaining
provisions.

Section 14. This act shall take effect by vote of the city
councils or boards of alderman in the case of the cities of
Cambridge, Somerville and Medford, and in the case of the
town of Arlington, by vote of the town at a town meeting
as provided for by chapter four section four of the General
Laws.


