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By. Mr. Craven of Boston, petition of James J. Craven, Jr., for legislation to
establish the Massachusetts oceanographic commission in the Department of
Natural Resources. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act establishing the Massachusetts oceanographic com-
mission IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same as
follows:

1 Chapter 21 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding after section 25 under the caption Massachusetts

oceanographic commission the following two sections:
1 Section 26. There shall in the department, but not subject
5 to its control, the Massachusetts oceanographic commission
6 which shall consist of twelve members, six of whom shall be
7 appointed by the governor, three shall be members of the
8 senate to be assigned by the president thereof and three shall
9 be members of the house of representatives to be designated

10 by the speaker thereof. Members appointed by the governor
11 shall serve at his pleasure. Each member of the senate or
12 house of representatives designated as a member of the com-
-13 mission shall hold office for the term of four years, unless,
11 prior to the expiration of such term, he shall cease to be a
15 member of said senate or house of representatives; and in any
16 such event, the resulting vacancy shall be filled by designa-
-17 tion, for the remainder of the unexpired term, made in the
18 same manner as an original designation. The chairman and
19 the vice-chairman of the commission shall be elected by the
20 commission. The members of the commission shall serve with-
21 out compensation but shall be paid their necessary expenses
22 incurred in the performance of their duties. The written ap-
-23 proval by the chairman or vice-chairman and four other
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24 members of the commission of bills or vouchers for necessary
25 expenses incurred by the commission shall be sufficient to
26 authorize the comptroller to certify such bills or vouchers.

a secretary and such other as-
xperts, as may be required in

27 The commission may employ
28 sistants, including technical
29 the performance of its duties
10 Section 27. It shall be the
11 mission to encourage oceanic
12 officials of other states and of

primary function of the corn-
research. It may confer with
the federal government, to for-

33 mulate proposals for co-operation between this commonwealth
34 and other states, and with the federal government, and to
35 organize and maintain facilities for accomplishing these pur-
-36 poses. The commission may delegate not more than three of
37 its members to attend any interstate conference that may be
38 necessary or advisable in the conduct of its negotiations.
39 It may establish an oceanographic institute which shall
40 have the duty of coordinating oceanographic projects.


