
HOUSE . No. 4262
By Mr. Mooney of Canton, petition of John J. Mooney and Maurice E. Ronayne,

Jr., foi legislation to provide for the establishment of a permanent welfare pay-
ment investigation board. Social Welfare.

An Act providing for a permanent welfare payment in-
vestigation BOARD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 There shall be established within the division of welfare an
2 investigation board, hereinafter called, the board; consisting of
3 the commissioner of public welfare, or his designee; the com-
-4 missioner of administration or his designee; the commissioner of
5 taxation or his designee; the commissioner of public health or
6 his designee; and the commissioner of community affairs or his
7 designee. The commissioner of public welfare or his designee
8 shall be the chairman of the board.
9 The board shall have authority to investigate payments made

10 to or on behalf of welfare recipients. The board shall make
11 means available to the public for the reporting of information
12 concerning payments made to or on behalf of welfare recipients.
13 The board shall review such reports and select all those which,
14 in its judgment, may involve fraudulent, inaccurate or sub-
-15 missive of incomplete eligibility data or bills, or improper prac-
-16 tices.
17 It shall then cause an independent examination of the facts
18 surrounding such payments, to be made in an effort to deter-
-19 mine the extent, if any, to which fraud, inaccuracies or incom-
-20 plete information, or improper practices of any kind exist which
21 induced said payments.
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22 The board shall report its findings annually on or before
23 December first, to the governor and attorney general and shall
24 have authority, in such report, to recommend such legislation
25 as it judges will best eliminate such fraud, inaccuracies, submis-
-26 sion of or incomplete data, or improper practices as it finds
27 existent. The board may submit interim reports at such other
28 times as it deems nesessary and shall report any violations of
29 law which its investigators disclose to the attorney general for
30 such action as he may deem proper.
31 The board, with the approval of the governor, may appoinU
32 and remove a chief of investigations. The board may expend
33 for expenses and for such legal, investigations, clerical and other
34 assistance, such sums as may be appropriated therefore; in-
-35 vestigators employed by the board shall have access to all rec-
-36 ords kept by any state department as may be pertinent to the
37 matter under investigation.


