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By Mr. Rogers of New Bedford, petition of Manuel Brane, Jr., for legislation
to regulate the certification of title and transfer of motor vehicles. Public

afety

lu the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act regulating the certification of title and transfer of
MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority oj the same, as
follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 90C the following chapter:—

3

Motor Vehicle Certificate of Ownership Law4
5 Section 1. Definitions.—As used in this chapter unless
6 other meaning is clearly apparent from the language or
7 context, or unless inconsistent with the manifest intention of

the legislature;
9 “New motor vehicle” means only a newly manufactured

10 motor vehicle, except a nonconventional type motor vehicle,
11 and includes all such vehicles propelled otherwise than by
12 muscular power, and motorcycles, trailers and tractors, ex-

3 cepting such vehicles as run only upon rails or track
14 “Used motor vehicle” means every motor vehicle, except a
15 nonconventional type motor vehicle, title to, or possession of,
16 which has been transferred from the person who first acquired
17 it from the manufacturer or dealer, and so used as to become
18 what is commonly known as “secondhand” within the
19 ordinary meaning thereof, and includes every motor vehicle
20 other than a “new motor vehicle” or a “nonconventional type
21 motor vehicle.”
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22 “Any motor vehicle,” “every motor vehicle,” or similar
23 term, means both new and used motor vehicles, except a
24 “nonconventional type motor vehicle.”
25 “Nonconventional type motor vehicle” means every
26 vehicle not designed or used primary for the transportation of
27 persons or property and only incidentally operated or moved
28 over a highway, including, but not limited to ditch-digging

apparatus, well-boring apparatus, road and general purpose
30 construction and maintenance machinery, asphalt spreaders,
31 bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, ditchers, leveling graders,
32 finishing machines, motor graders, road rollers, scarifiers,
33 earth-moving carryalls, scrapers, power shovels, drag lines,
34 self-propelled cranes, earth-moving equipment, trailers and
35 semitrailers which weigh less than twenty-five hundred
36 pounds, except that no mobile home or travel trailer shall be
37 classified as a nonconventional type motor vehicle, motorized

wheel chairs, motorized lawn mowers, bogies, farm equipment38

39 having a factory shipping weight of less than fifteen hundred
40 pounds, whether or not motorized, including farm tractors
41 within said weight limitation, industrial tractors, motor
42 bicycles, scooters, go-carts, gas buggies and golf carts. The
43 registrar of motor vehicles shall have power to make, amend4

44 and repeal regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions of
45 this paragraph, prescribing what further vehicles or types of
46 vehicles, not specified in this paragraph, shall be included in
47 the category of nonconventional type motor vehicles
48 “Motor vehicles which constitute inventory held for sale”
49 means new motor vehicles and used motor vehicles held for
50 the purpose of sale by dealers and used motor vehicles held
51 for the purpose of sale by used motor vehicle dealers, and
52 excludes motor vehicles held for the purpose of lease or rental
53 by a person engaged in the motor vehicle leasing or rental
54 businesi
55 “Manufacturer’s or importer’s certificate of origin” means

3 the original written instrument or document required to be
57 executed and delivered by the manufacturer to his agent or a
58 dealer, or a person purchasing direct from the manufacturer,
59 certifying the origin of the vehicle.
60 “Certificate of ownership” means the document issued in
61 conformance with this chapter, certifying ownership of
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62 motor vehicle, other than manufacturer’s or importer’s certifi-
63 cate of origin.
64 “Assignment” means the execution of a prescribed form
65 transferring ownership of a motor vehicle from the person
66 named therein to the purchaser.
67 “Contract” means conditional sale agreement, bailment,

lease, chattel mortgage, trust receipt or any other form of68
69 security or possession agreement executed prior to January
70 first, nineteen hundred and sixty-nine, wherein and whereby
71 possession of a motor vehicle is delivered to the buyer and
72 title therein is to vest in the buyer at a subsequent time upon
73 the payment of part or all of the price, or upon the perfor-
74 mance of any other condition or happening of any contin-
75 gency, or upon the payment of a sum substantially equivalent
76 to the value of the motor vehicle, by which contract it is
77 agreed that the buyer is bound to become, or has the option
78 of becoming, the owner of the motor vehicle upon full com-
79 pliance with the terms of the contract.
80 “Abstract” means the duplicate copy of the original certifi-
81 cate of ownership recording any encumbrance or upon which
82 the existence of a security interest is noted.
83 “Title papers” means any instrument or document that is
84 evidence of ownership of a vehicle.
85 “Registrar” means the registrar of motor vehicles, his
86 deputy or duly authorized agent.
87 “Manufacturer” means the person who originally manufac
88 tured the motor vehicle.
89 “Dealer” means the agent, distributor or authorized dealer
90 of the manufacturer of the new motor vehicle, and who has
91 an established place of business.
92 “Used motor vehicle dealer” means a person engaged in the
93 business of selling, buying or dealing in used motor vehicles
94 and who has an established place of business.
95 “Person” includes natural persons, firms or copartnerships,
96 corporations, associations, or other artificial bodies, receivers,
97 trustees, common law or statutory assignees, executors, ad-
98 ministrators, sheriffs, constables, marshals, or other persons in
99 representative or official capacity, and members, officers,
100 agents, employees, or other representatives or those herein-
101 before enumerated.



[Jan.I iNo.HOUSE -

102 “Buyer” includes purchaser, debtor, lessee, bailee, trans
feree, and any person buying, attempting to buy, or receiving a103
motor vehicle, subject to a security interest, lease, bailment104
or transfer agreement, and their legal successors in interest.105

Seller” means manufacturer, dealer, lessor, bailor, trans-106
107 feror with or without a security interest, and any oth

person selling, attempting to sell, or delivering a motor108
vehicle, and their legal successors in interest109

110 The terms “'sell” or “sale” or “purchase” and any form
111 thereof include absolute or voluntary sales and purcha

greements to sell and purchase, bailments, leases, security112
■cements whereby any motor vehicles are sold and pu113

114 chased, or agreed to be sold and purchased, involuntary
115 statutory and judicial sales, inheritance, devise, or bequest
116 gift or any other form or manner of sale or agreement of sale

thereof, or the giving or transferring possession of a motor117
118 vehicle to a person for a permanent use; continued possession

for sixty days or more is to be construed as permanent use.119
Manufacturer’s number” means the original manufac120

turer’s vehicle identification number die stamped upon the121
body, or frame or either or both of them, of a motor vehicle122
or the original manufacturer’s number die stamped upon, the123

otor of a motor vehicle.124 engine or motor of £

Purchaser” means a person who takes possession of a125
motor vehicle by transfer of ownership, either for use or126
resale, except a dealer when he takes possession through a127
certificate of origin128

“Debtor” means the person who owes payment or other129
performance of the obligation secured by a security interest130
in a motor vehicle.131

“Security interest” means an interest in a motor vehicle132
which secures payment or other performance of an obli133
tion134

“Security agreement” means an agreement which creates135
or provides for a security interest in a motor vehicle136

“Secured party” means a lender, seller or other person in137
whose favor there is a security interest.138

Section 2. Interpretation of chapter.—This chapter shall be139
so interpreted and construed as to effectuate its general140
purpose to regulate and control titles to, and possession of, all141
motor vehicles in this commonwealth so as to prevent the142
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143 sale, purchase, disposal, possession, use or operation of stolen
144 motor vehicles, or motor vehicles with fraudulent titles
145 within this commonwealth.
146 Section 3. Chapter enforced by commissioner; rules and
147 regulations. —The enforcement of this chapter shall be in-
148 trusted to the commissioner and he may make rules and
149 regulations necessary in his judgment for the administration
150 and enforcement thereof in addition thereto but not inconsis-
151 tent therewith. He may employ and discharge any person he
152 requires for the administration and enforcement of this
153 chapter and fix their compensation.
154 Section jf. Sale contrary to chapter unlawful.—No person
155 shall sell or purchase any motor vehicle in this common-
156 wealth, except in the manner and subject to the conditions
157 provided in this chapter.
158 Section 5. Title papers for each motor vehicle.—Every
159 person shall have for each motor vehicle in his possession in
160 this commonwealth (a) certificate of ownership therefor in
161 conformity with this,chapter, and (b) the registration certifi-
162 cate for the motor vehicle, if it is registered by the commi
163 sioner and a registration certificate hag been issued therefor.
164 He,shall produce either the, certificate, of ownership or regis-
165 tration certificate, upon demand for production of certificate
166 of ownership by commissioner or a motor vehicle inspector. If
167 he fails to do so, the commissioner or ,motor vehicle inspector
168 may seize and take possession of the motor vehicle and hold
169 and dispose of it in accordance with section nineteen.
170 If a motor vehicle is registered in or bears the registration
171 plates of another state or country and is being used or
172 operated in this commonwealth, the person in,possession of it
173 or using or operating it in this commonwealth must be
174 entitled to ownership or possession in accordance with the
175 laws of the state or country where it is registered, or the
176 registration plates of which it bears, and shall produce to the
177 commissioner or motor vehicle inspector documents showing
178 title to, or right of possession in, the motor vehicle in that
179 person or in the person who has authorized him to use and
180 operate it, or registration certificate or other evidence of
181 registration, besides plates, issued by the state or country or
182 department thereof to that person,, or to the person who ha
183 authorized him to use and operate the motor vehicle, evidenc-
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ing the registration of the motor vehicle in that state or
country.

184
185

When a motor vehicle is in the possession of a garage
keeper, motor vehicle dealer, both new and used, or motor
vehicle service station in this state, the production of a
writing signed by the person delivering possession of the
motor vehicle to the garage keeper, dealer or service station,
stating that the person is the owner or entitled to the
possession of the motor vehicle and has title papers or the
registration certificate therefor shall be deemed a compliance
with this section in so far as the garage keeper, dealer and
service station are concerned.

186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195

Section 6. Manufacturer’s numbers required on motor
vehicles.—Every motor vehicle and nonconventional type
motor vehicle shall have and contain a manufacturer’s
vehicle identification number, which number shall not be
obliterated, erased, mutilated, removed or missing. This sec-
tion shall not affect those persons authorized by law to have
in their possession a motor vehicle on which the manufac-
turer’s number or numbers have been obliterated, erased,
mutilated, or missing.

196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204

Section 7. Certificate of origin.—When a new motor
vehicle is delivered in this commonwealth by the manufac-
turer to his agent or a dealer, or a person purchasing directly
from the manufacturer, the manufacturer shall execute and
deliver to his agent or a dealer, or a person purchasing
directly from the manufacturer, a certificate of origin in the
form prescribed by the registrar of motor vehicles, and no
person shall bring into this commonwealth any new motor
vehicle unless he has in his possession the certificate of origin
as prescribed by the registrar. The certificate of origin shall
contain the manufacturer’s vehicle identification number and
the motor number when used of the motor vehicle sold, name
of the manufacturer, the manufacturer’s shipping weight, a
general description of the body, if any, the type and model.

205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218

When a new motor vehicle is sold in this commonwealth,
the manufacturer, his agent or a dealer shall execute and
deliver to the purchaser an assignment of the certificate of
origin, with the genuine names and business or residence
addresses of both stated thereon, and certified to have been

219
220
221
222

223
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executed with full knowledge of the contents and with the
consent of both purchaser and seller. If, in connection with
such sale, a security interest is taken or retained by the seller
to secure all or a part of the purchase price of the motor
vehicle, or is taken by a person who by making an advance or
incurring an obligation gives value to enable the purchaser to
acquire rights in the motor vehicle, the name and the
business or residence address of the secured party or his

224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231

nee shall be noted on the manufacturer’s certificate of232
233 origin.

Section 8. Assignment certificate of ownership.—When a234
235 used motor vehicle is sold in this commonwealth, the seller

all, except as provided in section fourteen execute and23f

237 deliver to the purchaser, an assignment of the certificate of
238 ownership or an assignment of the bill of sale. If a security

39 interest exists at the time of such sale or if, in connection239

h such sale, a security interest is taken or retained by the240
r to secure all or a part of the purchase price of the motor241

242 vehicle, or is taken by a person who by making an advance or
incurring an obligation gives value to enable the purchaser to243

lire rights in the motor vehicle, the name and the244
245 business or residence address of the secured party or his
246 assignee shall be noted on the certificate of ownership.
247 Nothing in this section shall apply to security interests in

motor vehicles which constitute inventory held for sale248
Section 9. Delivery of ownership certificates; filing evi-249

dence of satisfaction of contract; penalty.—When the con-250
tract or terms of the security agreement noted on the251
certificate of origin, or certificate of ownership have been252
performed the seller or secured party shall deliver to the253

254 buyer the certificate of ownership thereto, executed as pro-
55 vided in this chapter, with proper evidence of satisfaction of

the contract or termination of the security interest. Within256
257 fifteen days after the performance of the contract or termina
258 tion of the security interest, the seller or secured party shall
251 file with the registrar a notice, in such form as the registrar

shall prescribe, containing evidence of such performance or260
261 termination. The registrar shall thereupon cause a notation
262 to be made on his records of certificate of ownership of the
263 motor vehicle that the contract has been satisfied or the
264 security interest terminated.
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Any person violating the provisions of this section shall
pay a fine of twenty-five dollars.

265
266

Section 10. Evidence of purchase submitted; recording;
certificate of ownership; fee; security interest; penalty. —A.
The purchaser of a motor vehicle in this state shall, within
ten days after its purchase, submit to the registrar evidence of
the purchase. Upon presentation to the registrar of the
certificate of origin, or certificate of ownership, or bill of sale,
with proper assignment and certification of the seller, a
record of the transaction shall be made and filed. A certificate
of ownership shall be issued by the registrar and delivered to
the buyer, in case of a sale not subject to a security interest,
and the registrar shall collect a fee of two dollars for the
issuance and filing thereof.

267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278

B. In the case of a sale subject to a security interest, a
certificate of ownership, with the name and address of the
holder of the encumbrance or secured party or his assignee
recorded thereon, shall be delivered to the holder of the
encumbrance or secured party or his assignee, and a copy
thereof shall be delivered to the buyer. The director shall
collect a fee of two dollars for his services in issuing a
certificate and copy thereof, and for making a record of and
filing the record of the transaction pursuant to this subsec-
tion.

279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288

C. Except as hereinafter in this section otherwise expressly
provided, whenever a security interest is created in a motor
vehicle, other than a security interest which is required to be
noted on the certificate of origin or the certificate of owner-
ship as provided in sections seven and nine, there shall be
filed with the registrar, the certificate of ownership of the
motor vehicle, together with a financing statement on a form
prescribed by the director. The registrar shall make and file a
record of the transaction and shall issue a certificate of
ownership recording the name and address of the secured
party or his assignee thereon, and shall deliver it to the
secured party or his assignee. A copy of the certificate of
ownership so issued shall be delivered to the buyer. The
registrar shall collect a fee of two dollars for his services in
issuing a certificate and copy thereof and for making a record
of and filing the record of the transaction pursuant to this
subsection.

289
290
291
292

293
294
295
9QRzyb

297
298

299
300
301
302
303
304
305
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D. The financing statement required to be filed pursuant to
subsection C hereof shall be signed only by the buyer, shall
not be required to be acknowledged or proved, and shall
show, in addition to such matters as the registrar may require
for the proper identification of a motor vehicle affected, the
date of the security agreement, and the names and addresses
of the parties thereto. Nothing in this section contained shall
be construed as requiring that the security agreement or a
copy thereof, or any proof of execution thereof other than
that contained in the financing statement, shall be presented
to the registrar. When the buyer is a corporation, it shall be
sufficient if the financing statement is signed by any officer
thereof, or by any agent designated by the corporation for
that purpose, and it shall not be necessary that the financing
statement recite the authorization of the agent. When there is
more than one buyer, it shall be sufficient if the financing
statement is signed by any one of them.

306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322

E. Nothing in subsections C and D of this section shall
apply to security interests in motor vehicles which constitute
inventory held for sale.

323
324
325

F. In addition to the fees elsewdiere in this section provided
for, there shall be paid to the registrar a fee of fifty cents for
notice of satisfaction of the lien or encumbrance of the record
or abstract, or of the termination of the security interest
where the motor vehicle is subject to a lien or encumbrance
or a security interest as provided in section thirteen.

326
327
328
329
330
331
332 G. Notwithstanding any other provision in this section

contained, when any dealer licensed under the provisions of
section seventeen is the purchaser of a motor vehicle in this
commonwealth, he shall, within ten days after its purchase,

333
334
335
336 submit to the director the evidence of purchase. Upon presen-

tation of the certificate of ownership with proper assignment337
338 and certification of the seller to the registrar, a record of the

transaction shall be made and filed. A certificate of ownership
shall be issued by the registrar and delivered to such pur-
chaser and the registrar shall collect a fee of one dollar for the
issuing and filing thereof.

339
340
341
342
343 H. Any purchaser of a motor vehicle who fails to comply

with the provisions of this section shall pay to the registry a
penalty of five dollars plus the issuing and filing fee.

344
345
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346 I. The failure of any person to comply with the require-
ments of this section shall not constitute a misdemeanor347
within the provisions of section twenty-two, nor shall such348
failure affect the validity of any instrument creating or349
reserving a security interest in a motor vehicle, as between350
the parties to such instrument.351

J. The notation of the name and business or residence352
353 address of a secured party or his assignee, on the certificate of

origin or on the certificate of ownership, as provided in354
sections seven and eight, and the presentation to the director355
in accordance with section ten, of the certificate of origin or356
certificate of ownership so noted, and the compliance with the357

358 requirements of subsections C and D of section ten shall
constitute the perfection of a security interest in the motor359

hide, and the rights and remedies of the debtors and the360
;ecured parties in respect to such security interest361

Section 11. Lost papers; duplicate certificate; fees; false362
statements; penalty.—lf certificate of ownership, or title363

are lost, the registrar may, upon proof by certification364 pg
or otherwise in the manner required by him and if satisfied of365
the bona fides of the application, prepare a certificate of366
ownership, certify it and authorize its use in place of the367
original, with the same effect as the original. The registrar368
shall collect a fee of two dollars for this duplicate certifi-369

370 cate.

A person who falsely states, in any application to the371
372 registrar for a duplicate certificate of ownership, that a
373 certificate of ownership, or title papers, are lost, shall be

subject to a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more374
than one hundred dollars or imprisonment for a term not375
exceeding thirty days or both.376

377 Section 12. File for certificates of ownership.—The com-
missioner shall retain a file of all certificates of ownership378
ntil the vehicles described therein shall be eight years old379

according to the year of manufacture stated in such certifi380
cate of ownership. Authority is hereby granted to the corn-381
missioner to destroy all other certificates of ownership.382

Section 13. Notations; index; certificates; chattel mart-383
gages; fees; furnishing information from records. —A. The384
registrar shall, on the record or abstract of every motor385
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vehicle registered with him, which is subject to a security
interest of which notice is required to be filed with him,, make
a notation of the existence of such security interest and shall
index the same under the name of the owner of record of the
vehicle so long as the security interest remains unterminated
of record.

386
387
388
389
390
391

B. Upon request from any person, the registrar shall issue a
certificate showing names and addresses of the parties to any
contract of conditional sale or chattel mortgage or other
instrument, or to any financing statement, the name and
address of the holder of the lien or liens under such contract,
chattel mortgage or other instrument or of the secured party,
the date thereof or of the financing statement, the date of
filing, the make, model, identification number or numbers of
the motor vehicle, and, if the condition in the contract of
conditional sale, or chattel mortgage has been performed or
the security interest has been terminated, a statement to that
effect, for which he shall be entitled to a fee of seventy-five
cents.

392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404

C. For a full certified copy of any instrument showing a
lien on or a security interest in a motor vehicle the registrar
shall be entitled to a fee of one dollar for the certificate plus
fifty cents for each copy of any paper certified.

405
406
407
408

D. When evidence of satisfaction of any contract of condi-
tional sale or chattel mortgage or other instrument, or
evidence of the termination of a security interest, as afore-
said, shall be presented to the registrar, he shall make a
notation thereof on the record of the sale of such motor
vehicle showing that the condition in the contract of condi-
tional sale or chattel mortgage has been performed or the
security interest has been terminated.

409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416

E. The registrar, his agents, and employees of the Registry
of Motor Vehicles shall not incur any personal liability in
carrying out the provisions of this section or in furnishing
any information provided herein from the records of the
Registry of Motor Vehicles.

417
418
419
420
421

Section 14- Title papers surrendered to commissioner upon
seizure.—lf a motor vehicle is seized, levied upon, or attached
and taken into possession, actually or constructively, by

422
423
424



[Jan.9. HOUSE No. 4478.

virtue of judicial process issued by a court of competent
jurisdiction in this commonwealth, or by virtue of a statute,
State, Federal or otherwise, the person from whose possession
the motor vehicle was taken, and without prejudice to his
rights in the premises, shall surrender the title papers to the
commissioner upon written notice or demand from the com-
missioner. The officer or person so seizing and taking posses-
sion of the motor vehicle shall immediately file with the
commissioner a notice in writing giving a full description of
the motor vehicle, as provided in section seven, and the name
and address of the person from whom taken, and shall attach
a copy of process or statutory or other authority to the
notice. If the motor vehicle is sold in pursuance thereof, the
officer so selling it shall execute and deliver to the purchaser
at the sale an application for certificate of ownership in the
same form and manner as provided in said section seven
which shall also contain the name and address of the person
from whom the motor vehicle was taken. A copy of the writ,
order, decree, execution or other process under which the
motor vehicle is sold and a copy of the notice of sale, which
notice of sale shall contain a description of the motor vehicle
as required by this chapter, shall be attached thereto. If the
sale is held by a bailiff or attorney in fact for a lienor, the
lienor shall also execute the application for certificate of
ownership. The commissioner, upon due application to him
by the purchaser at the sale, shall file and record purchase of
the vehicle as provided in section seven.

425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451

Section IS. Defective title papers.—lf the title papers or
certificate of ownership are defective or improper, or if the
motor vehicle was purchased and its sale consummated in
another state or country, in accordance with the laws of such
state or country regulating the sale of motor vehicles, and not
made for the purpose of evading the provisions of this
chapter, the bona fide owner of the motor vehicle may apply
to the director to correct the defects, or permit the title
papers to be received.

452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460

The registrar shall, upon such proof as he requires showing
that it is just and equitable that the defects be corrected or
that the title papers or certificate of ownership be received,
with or without hearing, determine the truth and merits of
the application and whether the holder appears to be the

461
462
463
464
465
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466 bona fide owner of the motor vehicle, and may issue his
467 certificate correcting the defects or permitting the title papers
468 or certificate of ownership to be so recorded and filed. The
469 person submitting the papers shall pay to the registrar a fee
470 of two dollars for the issuing and filing of the certificate.
471 Before issuing the certificate the registrar may, in his
472 discretion, require the person to advertise in a newspaper
473 having a general circulation in the county where he resides,
474 for the space of two weeks, at least once a week, making three
475 insertions in all, a notice briefly stating that the person has
476 applied to the registrar to correct defects in the motor
477 vehicle title papers or to receive the title papers out of time,
478 or as the case may be, giving a description of the motor
479 vehicle as provided in section , and that if anyone
480 desires to be heard in opposition thereto he may do so by
481 appearing before the registrar on a date and at a place
482 named, or communicating with him prior thereto. He shall
483 also serve like notice on local police, state police and any
484 other person or agency, as prescribed by the registrar per-
485 sonally or by registered mail. Proofs of the publication and
486 service shall be submitted to the director. The registrar, his
487 agent or inspector may have the notice advertised or served
488 at the cost and expense of that person.
489 Section 16. Refusal to grant registration and plates.—The
490 commissioner may refuse to grant a registration certificate
491 and plates for a motor vehicle, unless there is furnished to him
492 or his agent title papers or certificate of ownership in con-
493 formity with this chapter.
494 Section 17. Dealer’s license; eligibility; term; fee.—No
495 person shall engage in the business of buying, selling or
496 dealing in motor vehicles in this commonwealth, unless he is
497 authorized to do so under the provisions of this chapter. The
498 registrar may, upon application in such form as he prescribes,
499 license any proper person as such dealer. No person who has
500 been convicted of a crime, arising out of fraud or raisrepre-
-501 sentation in the sale of financing of a motor vehicle, shall be
502 eligible to receive a license and each applicant for a license
503 shall at the time such license is issued have established and
504 maintained, or by said application shall agree to establish
505 and maintain, within ninety days after the issuance thereof, a
506 place of business consisting of a permanent building not less
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507 than one thousand square feet in floor space to be used
principally for the servicing and display of motor vehicles508
with such equipment installed therein as shall be requisite for509
the servicing of motor vehicles in such manner as to make510
them comply with the laws of this commonwealth and with511
any rules and regulations made by the registrar of motor512
vehicles governing the equipment, use and operation of motor513
vehicles within the commonwealth. A license fee of one514
hundred dollars shall be paid by an applicant upon his initial515
application for a license. The registrar may renew an appli-516
cant’s license from year to year, upon application for renewaloh

a form prescribed by the registrar and accompanied each518
ir by a renewal fee of one hundred dollars. Every license519
all expire on March thirty-first of each year terminating520

period for which it is issued. On and after February first521

of each year the registrar shall issue licenses for the following522
yearly period to expire on March thirty-first of the following523

524 year

■tion 18. Suspension or revocation of dealer’s license.—525
526 The registrar may suspend for a period less than the unex-

pired term of a license or revoke a license, after hearing, for a527
violation of any provision of this chapter or upon the final528

529 conviction of the licensee of a crime, arising out of fraud or
530 misrepresentation in the sale or financing of a motor vehicle.

or upon proof of the failure of a licensee to make payment of531
the amount of any final judgment, rendered by a court of532
competent jurisdiction against such licensee and founded533
upon a claim arising out of fraud or misrepresentation in the534

535 sale of a motor vehicle, within ninety days after the same is
536 finally entered. The clerk of the court in which any convic-
537 tion is rendered, or the court where it has no clerk, shall
538 forward to the registrar, immediately upon the entry thereof,

certified copy of the conviction or a transcript thereof. The539
clerk of the court in which any judgment founded upon fraud540
or misrepresentation is rendered, or the court where it has no541
clerk, shall forward to the registrar, immediately after the542
expiration of the ninety days a certified copy of the judg-543
ment, or a transcript thereof, showing it to have been544
unsatisfied more than ninety days after it became final. The545
registrar shall, before suspending or revoking the license, and546

t least ten days prior to the date set for the hearing, notify547
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548 the holder of the license, in writing, of any charges made, and
549 shall afford him an opportunity to be heard in person or by
550 counsel. The written notice may be served either personally
551 or by registered mail addressed to the last-known address of
552 the licensee. The registrar may subpoena and bring before
553 him any person in this commonwealth, or take testimony by
554 deposition, in the same manner as prescribed by law in
555 judicial proceedings in the courts of this commonwealth, and
556 shall also issue and deliver to the dealer such subpoenas as
557 are requested by him.
558 Section 19. PosseSection 19. Possession of title papers by dealer.—All

dealers for both new and used motor vehicles in this common-559
wealth shall have a certificate of origin, certificate of owner-560

561 ship, or writing provided in section , for all motor
562 vehicles in their possession. The commissioner, either per-
563 sonally or by agent or motor vehicle inspector, may demand
564 production of, and examine, the certificate of origin, certifi-
565 cate of ownership, or writing provided in section five, for any
566 motor vehicle in a dealer’s possession, and examine and
567 inspect any motor vehicle in his possession.
568 If the demand is not complied with, or there is no cer-
569 tificate of origin, certificate of ownership or writing pro-
570 vided in section five, for a motor vehicle in the possession of a
571 dealer, or if it is not in conformity with this chapter, the
572 commissioner or his agent or motor vehicle inspector may
573 seize and take possession of the motor vehicle, and hold it
574 until the certificate of origin, certificate of ownership or
575 writing provided in section five is produced or is corrected, if
576 defective, or ownership of the motor vehicle is established
577 according to law. After the expiration of ninety days from the
578 date the motor vehicle came into his possession, the commis-
579 sioner may sell it at public sale, upon at least ten days’
580 written notice of sale to the dealer, served personally or by
581 registered mail, addressed to the dealer at his last known
582 place of business, and notice of the sale being published for a
583 space of two weeks, once a week, making three insertions in
584 all, in one or more newspapers published and circulating in
585 the county where the dealer has his established place of
586 business and also by posting the notice in five public places
587 in the county. The newspapers and places of posting shall be
588 designated by the commissioner. Upon the sale of the motor
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vehicle all valid liens and claims for interest therein, if any,
shall be transferred from the vehicle to the proceeds of the
sale, which subject thereto, shall become the sole property of
the commonwealth to be used as other moneys received by
the commissioner.

589
590
591
592
593

Section 20. Forms prepared and supplied.—The commis-
sioner may prepare and prescribe any or all forms necessary
for the proper administration of this chapter. The commis-
sioner or motor vehicle inspector may seize and take posses-
sion of any certificate of ownership or other title papers to
which the commissioner may be entitled, for which a person
is under duty to return to the commissioner, from any person
or place in this commonwealth, with all the rights, privileges
and immunities conferred by law on an officer executing a
writ ofreplevin.

594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603

Section 21. Title papers surrendered upon junking vehicle.604
—When a motor vehicle is scrapped, junked or destroyed, or
a person permanently parts with its possession other than by
sale, he shall immediately surrender and deliver the certifi-
cate of ownership to the commissioner, who shall issue a
receipt therefor to the person surrendering it. When a motor
vehicle is sold to be scrapped, junked or destroyed, assign-
ment shall be made to the purchaser in accordance with the
provision of section seven. The purchaser shall within five
days deliver the certificate of ownership to the commissioner,
who shall issue a receipt therefor to the person surrendering

605
606
607
608
609
610
611
612
613
614
615 it.

Section 22. Violations of chapter; misdemeanor; punish
ment.—A person who:

616
617

(a) Knowingly or willfully violates a provision of this
chapter which does not provide for a specific penalty;

618
619

(6) Knowingly or willfully makes a misrepresentation or
false statement in any title papers or other papers submitted
to the commissioner in connection therewith:

620
621
622

(c) Purchases, receives or obtains a motor vehicle on a title
paper in violation of this chapter ;

623
624

(d) Forges, changes or counterfeits a part of title
papers ;

625
626

(e) Misrepresents a number placed on a motor vehicle by
the manufacturer or in any other manner misrepresents the
description of a motor vehicle; or

627
628
629
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(/) Uses title papers on or for a wrong motor vehicle, with
intent to evade or violate the requirements of this chapter,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished by a fine not
exceeding two thousand dollars or by imprisonment not
exceeding two years, or both, at the court’s discretion, and
shall immediately return the title papers involved to the
commissioner.

630
631
632
633
634
635
636

Section 23. Agency to issue certificates; fees.—The regis-
trar may designate any person to be his agent for the issuing
and filing of certificates of origin and certificates of ownership
in accordance with the provisions of section thirteen and to
any rules and regulations the director shall impose. The agent
shall so act until his authority is revoked by the director. All
moneys received by such agents for the issuing and filing of
certificates of origin and certificates of ownership under the
provisions of this section shall forthwith be deposited as
received with the treasurer of the commonwealth. The fee
allowed the agent for issuing and filing each certificate of
ownership shall be fixed by the registrar on the basis of the
fees collected by the agent for the issuing and filing of such
certificates. The registrar may limit the fee so paid to a
maximum. Such fee shall be paid to the agent by the
treasurer upon the voucher of the registrar in the same
manner as other expenses are paid.

637
638
639
640
641
642
643
644
645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653








