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By Mr. Cox of Needham (by request), petition of John W. Schermerhorn
that provision be made for the use of generic names for prescription drugs.
Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act providing for the use of generic names for prescrip-

tion DRUGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 12C the following section:—
3 Section 12D. If all or part of the cost of any prescription
4 dispensed in the commonwealth is to be borne by any agency
5 of the commonwealth, it shall be filled with an equivalent
6 drug or drug product, if one exists and if it is less expensive
7 than its proprietary counterpart, unless the physician states
8 in his own handwriting that a specific proprietary brand must
9 be dispensed. Any other prescription dispensed in the com-

-10 monwealth may be filled with an equivalent drug or drug
11 product, even if a proprietary brand is called for, unless the
12 physician states in his own handwriting that a specific
13 proprietary brand must be dispensed.
14 For the purpose of this section, an equivalent drug or drug
15 product shall mean one which contains the same therapeutic
16 agents, is in the same strength, is in the same dosage form,
17 and meets, where applicable, the standards in the latest edi-
-18 tions of the United States Pharmacopeia or National Formu-
-19 lary or an approved new drug application; and is produced
20 and marketed by a company or companies registered cur-
-21 rently with the United States Food and Drug Administration
22 and having on file a warranty of compliance with United
23 States food and drug specifications for that product.
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