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of Higher Education relative to establishing scholarships for certain
students, I am pleased to transmit the enclosed report.
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RICHARD M. MILLARD, Chancellor
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Report to the General Court of the results of an investigation of
the subject matter of the Senate and House Documents referred to

the Board for study

In accordance with the direction of Chapter 29 of the Resolves
of 1968, the Board of Higher Education has undertaken an inves-
tigation of the subject matter of the Senate and House documents
referred to the Board for study.

These Senate and House documents refer to veterans benefits,
police education, scholarships and, in several oases, special courses.

The Board assumes that the extension of benefits to either
the veteran or his family to be the province of the general court
and has therefore limited its investigation to an assessment of num-
bers involved, current practice in neighboring states or to other
existing legislation that might throw light on the choice facing the
general court.

A summary of the findings with respect of the House documents
affecting veterans benefits has been prepared by the Veterans
Agent from the records of that office which deals with veterans
education on a day to day basis, from information furnished by
the Veterans Administration, and from key personnel in the de-
partment of education charged with responsibility for various pro-
grams affecting either the veteran or his family.

Four of the proposed bills are amendments of Section 7B of
Chapter 69 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
Chapter 492 of the Acts of 1963. Although these amendments
have been filed separately, they form a single logical thread.
The first Bill, House 175, extends the provisions of section 7B
to include veterans of Vietnam. The second bill amending section
7B is House 966 and this bill would include children of “one
hundred per cent disabled from wartime service-connected caus-
es” along with the children of veterans who died as a result of
service under the provisions of 78. The third amendment as it
appears in House 975 would repeat the inclusion of Vietnam Vet-
erans and change the age limitation for the children of all veterans.

Veterans Benefits
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The fourth amendment, House 3102, to section 7B would directly
affect section 7B and the other three amendments by increasing
the entitled allowance permitted under secton 78. Therefore,
these four bills could usefully be viewed together if such legislation
were to be considered by the General Court. The findings are
summarized on a bill by bill basis as follows;

HOUSE 175; AN ACT PROVIDING FOR EXPENSES OF HIGHER EDUCA-
TION FOR CHILDREN OF CERTAIN VIETNAM VETERANS.

This bill would extend the same benefits of higher education to the children
of veterans who died as a result of service in Vietnam (or incident thereto)
as those benefits that are paid to the children of veterans who died as a
result of service in World War I, World War 11, and the Korean Conflict.
While no exact data is available as to the numbers of either veterans or chil-
dren that would be involved, the Board investigation has revealed that during
the next several years it is reasonable to estimate that the numbers would
probably not exceed several dozen. The reasoning behind this judgment is
based upon the observation that, with the exception of career men, most Viet-
nam Veterans tend to be young and unmarried. Those Vietnam Veterans that
are married tend to have young children and because of this fact, the full fin-
ancial impact of this legislation will not peak until a number of years after the
end of the Vietnam involvement. It also should be observed that the
benefits contemplated in this bill are those that have been accorded the off-
spring of veterans of the earlier wars and conflicts.

HOUSE 176: AN ACT PROVIDING FOR UNIVERSITY EXTENSION
COURSES FREE OF CHARGE FOR VIETNAM VETERANS.

The Board’s investigation revealed that the Bureau of Adult Education of
the Department of Education is presently giving non-credit courses to Vietnam
Veterans free of tuition charges on the basis of Chapter 531 of the Acts of 1968.
However, this allowance does not cover courses for credit which are offered by
the Division of State Colleges in their program of Continuing Studies. The
Board has been advised that Vietnam Veterans may qualify for the tuition ex-
emption provided for in Chapter 601 of the Acts of 1966 as amended by Chapter
480 of the Acts of 1968. There were 4,499 veterans of all wars and conflicts en-
rolled by the Bureau of Adult Education of the Department of Education last
year tuition free. This was 50 percent of the total enrollment and as it may
represent a guide to what might be expected at University level, such an exten-
sion of tuition free education should be separately funded if the financial struc-
ture of University extension courses is not to be diluted. A survey of practices Wf
in neighboring state revealed that Connecticut, New Hampshire, and Rhode Is-
land offer no benefits beyond the federal provisions. New York offers 300 War
Service Scholarships in the amount of $350 per year. These scholarships are
awarded on the basis of competitive examination and are limited to full time
students.
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HOUSE 362: AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE DEPART-
MENT OF EDUCATION TO SUPPLY CERTAIN VETERANS
WITH TEXTBOOKS AT NO CHARGE.

This act would provide free textbooks to all Vietnam Veterans attending in-
stitutions of higher learning under the control and jurisdiction of the Com-
monwealth and to Vietnam Veterans enrolled in courses through the depart-
ment’s division of university extensions. The investigation has revealed there
are some 3,300 Vietnam Veterans at State operated institutions of higher learn-
ing. The approximate book charge for a full time student is $B5 or $l7 per
course. Thus, with a continuation of present enrollments of Vietnam Veterans
at a fairly constant level, the cost of the full time enrolled veterans coming
under this bill would be approximately $20,000 per year. While no exact figures
on the numbers of Vietnam Veterans taking either University extension or
correspondence courses is available, the cost of free books to Vietnam veterans
taking University extension courses, since these courses carry a book charge
of from $1 to $lO for resident courses and $2 to $5 for correspondence courses,
would be approximately $2,000 per year.

This investigation assumes that the intention of the language on this bill is
to include only those institutions under public control in the Commonwealth.
If, however, “jurisdiction” were to be interpreted to mean institutions licensed
or chartered by the Commonwealth, then all veterans attending private institu-
tions of higher education would also be covered and the costs would be many
times greater.

HOUSE 966: AN ACT TO AMEND THE EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM OF THE COMMONWEALTH TO INCLUDE THE
CHILDREN OF ONE HUNDRED PERCENT WARTIME
SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABLED VETERANS.

The Board’s investigation reveals that the estimated additional children af-
fected per year by this amendment would be about 400. The increased cost of
this amendment would be approximately $280,000 per year if the existing en-
titlement as set out in Section 7B were followed. However, this bill should be
viewed in light of the implications contained in House 3102 for raising that en-
titlement.

HOUSE 975: AN ACT TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF VETERANS, AND
INCREASE THE AGE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR REIMBURSE-
MENT FOR HIGHER EDUCATION OF CHILDREN OF CER-
TAIN DECEASED VETERANS.

The Board’s study reveals that House 975, as House 175, would extend to
children of Vietnam Veterans benefits under section 7B of Chapter 69 that are
available to veterans of earlier wars and conflicts. This bill would also provide
these war orphans two additional years to accomplish an educational objective
and in so doing bring the state law into conformity with the parallel federal
provision. However, the numbers of children that would benefit from the ex-
tension of two years would be greater than the several dozen estimated in
House 175 because the children of the earlier wars and conflicts that had pass-
ed age twenty-four but had not reached the age of twenty-six would become
eligible. From existing records it has not been possible to identify the numbers
that would fall into this category.
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HOUSE 3102. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE REIMBURSEMENT OF CER-
TAIN CHILDREN OF DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES FOR CERTAIN EXPENSES INCIDENTIAL
TO THEIR HIGHER EDUCATION.

This bill would increase the benefits available under Section 7B of Chapter
69 of the General Laws from $750 per year to $1,200 per year for educational
expenses. Section 78, as stated earlier, at present, covers veterans of wars or
conflicts prior to the Vietnam involvement. However, the cost of this bill will
depend upon whether or not the extension of Section 7B as outlined in House
bills 175, 966, and 975 becomes law. If these amendments are made law the
children of deceased members of the armed services from the Vietnam involve-
ment, children of 100 percent wartime service-connected disabled veterans and
the extended two years of entitlement must also be considered. The study
has also outlined the provisions available in the states neighboring the Com-
monwealth :

(a) Rhode Island $5O per year per War Orphan.
Ob) Connecticut $2OO per year per War Orphan,
(c) New Hampshire $250 per year per War Orphan, not to exceed a

total of $2,700 for all.
(d) NewYork $450 per year per War Orphan.

In addition, War Orphans receive $l3O per month from the Veterans Ad-
ministration.

The Board’s study focused upon those bills which pertain to
the establishment of either a special program or course. Two of
these bills concerned Southeastern Massachusets Technological In-
stitute. House 238 “An Act Authorizing the Trustees of South-
eastern Massachusetts Technological Institute to Establish Certain
Courses” was examined in detail by the Board’s Committee on
Collegiate Authority and received as a part of this process direct
Board action. Another bill, House 361 “An Act Authorizing the
Trustees of Southeastern Massachusetts Technological Institute to
Maintain a School of Nursing”, was very carefully examined as
a part of the Board’s state wide study of nursing education.

The other two bills in this category, House 971 “An Act Re-
quiring the Board of Trustees of State Colleges to Establish a
Course at the State College at Boston for the Purpose of Training

Students to Give Instructions to Mentally Retarded Children” and
Senate 208 “An Act to Aid Puerto Ricans, Portuguese, and Other
Non-English Speaking Persons in the Commonwealth in Gaining
Facility in the Use of English and in Developing Other Skills”, have

Establishment of Special Courses and Programs
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HOUSE 238: AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TRUSTEES OF SOUTHEAST-
ERN MASSACHUSETTS TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE TO
ESTABLISH CERTAIN COURSES.

The Collegiate Authority Committee of the Board of Higher Education as a
part of their responsibility for program approval has examined the question of
the place of courses in education as a part of the arts and science curriculum
in general and in the case of Southeastern Massachusetts Technological Insti-
tute in particular. This study has revealed that Southeastern Massachusetts
Technological Institute has been developing minimal courses in education so
that their arts and science graduates would meet certification requirements for
teaching.

In the light of the Board’s official recognition of Southeastern Massachusetts
Technological Institute as the liberal arts institution in Bristol County, the
Collegiate Authority Committee recommended on May 17, 1968, that the Board
recognize as a matter of policy that programs in education as a basis for
preparation of Arts and Science students for public school teaching are in-
tegral to a developed liberal arts program. It was therefore voted by the Board
to adapt the policy of recognizing as integral to arts and science programs
sufficient professional work in the field of education, including student teach-
ing. to prepare arts and science students for teaching careers by inclusion of
at least enough professional work to meet certification requirements. Spe-
cifically, in light of the official recognition of SMTI as the liberal arts institu-
tion in Bristol County, the Board fully authorizes SMTI to develop its work
in education In accordance with this principle.

HOUSE 361: AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TRUSTEES OF SOUTHEAST-
ERN MASSACHUSETTS TECHNOLOGICAL INSTITUTE TO
MAINTAIN A SCHOOL OF NURSING.

The subject of this bill, the establishment of a school of nursing at SMTI,
has been very carefully researched during the course of the Board of Higher
Education’s study on Nursing Education in the Commonwealth. The study
indicated the need for additional baccalaureate nursing programs in the state
and the need for a baccalaureate program in Bristol County in particular.
The Board of Higher Education officially accepted the Nursing Study on May
17, 1968, with these recommendations. The Board also encouraged mutual dis-
cussions 'among SMTI, Bristol Community College, and the diploma schools
and hospitals in the area in planning for shared clinical facilities and com-
munity planning in the health professions. Under the auspices of the Board
of Higher Education, a liaison planning committee for Bristol County in Nurs-
ing Education was established. On October 18, 1968, at its monthly meeting,
the Board of Higher Education specifically 'approved the development of a
school of nursing at Southeastern Massachusetts Technological Institute.

been separately investigated. Because of the importance of the
Department of Education in both of these programs, much of the
study background was provided by that department.
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HOUSE 971: AN ACT REQUIRING THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE
COLLEGES AT BOSTON FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRAINING
STUDENTS TO GIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO MENTALLY RE-
TARDED CHILDREN.

The Board’s study revealed the need for specially trained teachers of men-
tally retarded children to toe very great and increasing rather than diminish-
ing. The United States Office of Education estimates that by 1975, close to
twice as many teachers with such training will be needed. At present there
are three full programs in the state and two partial programs. Boston Uni-
versity, Boston College, and the State College at Fitchburg all have full pro-
grams. The program at Fitchburg has been in operation for ten years. Lesley
College and Bridgewater State College have partial programs. The program
at Bridgewater is aimed at graduate students.

The study also revealed that these programs are both expensive and difficult
to establish. Such programs cut across interdepartmental lines and should have
medical school faculty available to them. Because of the complexity of such
programs, great care should be taken before they are established to insure the
availability of appropriate faculty, and the general appropriateness of such new
course within the course structure of the institution in question. The responsi-
bility for insuring such appropriateness usually lies with the faculty and boards
of trustees in conjunction with the Board of Higher Education under its Col-
legiate AuthorityCommittee.

SENATE 208: AN ACT TO AID PUERTO RICANS, PORTUGUESE AND
OTHER NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING PERSONS IN THE
COMMONWEALTH IN GAINING FACILITY IN THE USE
OF ENGLISH AND IN DEVELOPING OTHER SKILLS.

The Board’s investigation revealed that this bill would amend Section 9 of
Chapter 69 of the General Laws, as amended by Chapter 442 of the Acts of
1938 and allow the provisions of that section to be extended to persons unable
to read, speak, or write English with facility at the age of sixteen rather than
at the age of eighteen. The existing program under Section 9 for eighteen year
olds and older had an approximate total cost to both the Commonwealth and
the local communities of $300,000 during 1967. It is, however, not possible to
estimate the additional expense of adding the sixteen to eighteen age group to
this program.

Other than the financial considerations are the significant social and educa-
tional implications of this suggested amendment. The addition of the sixteen
to eighteen year olds to this highly important program being carried out under
the Adult Civic Education Program of the Department of Education will close
the gap between the school leaving age of sixteen and the Section 9 program
commencement age of eighteen.

The federal government, in its adult basic education programs under Title
111 of Public Law 89-750, will lower the minimum age for such programs from
eighteen to sixteen under amendments to Public Law 89-750 as contained in the
vocational education amendments of 1968, Public Law 90-576. The lowering
of the eligibility age for the federal programs, which becomes effective July 1,
1969, will close the gap that has existed between the legal school leaving age
of sixteen and eligibility for these programs at age eighteen.
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Scholarships

This section of the Board’s study of Chapter 29 of the Resolves
of 1968 concerns itself with those bills which would provide scholar-
ships for certain students, House 1213, 1984, 2338, 2679 and 3105,
and one, House 2350, under which a list of available scholarships
would be published. House 2477, under which a scholarship pro-
gram would be established for those interested in careers in law
enforcement, is considered in the section of this report on police
education.

Among the studies the Board has commissioned during the past
two years was one on Student Financial Aid in the Commonwealth.
This study, conducted under contract by the College Entrance
Examination Board during the period July October, 1967, con-
stituted a thorough preview of financial aid available to full time
undergraduate students who are residents of the Commonwalth
and made a number of recommendations for the future. The
final study report, New Horizons, has been made available to mem-
bers of the General Court, institutions of higher education in Mas-
sachusetts, and other interested persons.

This study has general relevance for the bills under study, and
certain of the findings and recommendations are specifically rele-
vant. Among those findings and recommendations are the follow-
ing:

1. Student financial aid available to Massachusetts residents
presently in post-secondary programs from all sources is in-
adequate by approximately $25 million annually.

2. The funding of the General Scholarship Program should be in
creased as rapidly as possible to at least $5 million annually.

3. Financial need should be the primary consideration in the
awarding of general scholarships.

4. The amount of the award should vary directly with need.

5. Recipients should be able to use their awards at the instit-
utions of their choice.

6. Allocations of state funds to each 2 and 4 year state sup-
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ported institution should be increased to $6O per student
for student financial aid.

8. A program of Commonwealth Opportunity Grants should be
established under which particularly needy students would
be identified well below grade 12 and guaranteed general
scholarships providing that they finish secondary school and
gain admission to a post-secondary institution.

9. More general information about financial aid resources should
be made available to potential students, although a compre-
hensive directory is not considered feasible. The lack of an
adequate operating budget for the state scholarship office has
handicapped that office in providing an adequate general
informational program.

As a result of this study, a number of changes in the state stu-
dent assistance programs have occurred, including an increase in
the appropriation for the General Scholarship Program to $2-
million for 1969-1970 and the provision of that money on an ad-
vanced funding basis to permit earlier announcement of awards.
The Board considers this study to be its general guide regarding
scholarship and financial aid, particularly for undergraduate stu-
dents, and therefore views existing and proposed programs partly
in light of that study.

With this background, the findings of the Board on the six
bills concerned are as follows:

HOUSE 1213: AN ACT ESTABLISHING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
CERTAIN CHILDREN OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION WHO ARE KILLED OR
DIE IN THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTY.

7. Adequate funds for staffing should be provided to the Board
for the General Scholarship Program and the other programs
it administers, and to each of the state supported institutions.

This bill would extend to children of employees of the department of cor-
rection benefits now received by children of fire and police departments em-
ployees under certain circumstances, as covered in Section 7E of Chapter 69.
The numbers of such dependents would be very small and therefore the cost
of such a program low. No more than six such awards are normally granted
annually to those presently eligible under Section 7E. The bill would identify
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a specific category of students and would guarantee them assistance, although
only in limited amounts and only at certain specified institutions, regardless
of whether in fact they would need scholarship assistance.

There can be no guarantee, therefore, that such awards would fit the pro-
visions of a sound state scholarship program as outlined in New Horizons. If
the purpose is to assist those in the greatest need, that purpose could be
served by the provision of adequate funds to the general scholarship program
which could in turn assist those in the greatest need regardless of what cate-
gory they represent in the population and regardless of where they choose to
attend college.

One of the recommendations in the scholarship study is that the maximum
value of general scholarships be increased to $l5OO so that those in severe need
could obtain more adequate assistance. While the increase in appropriation to
$2 million will permit more awards than in previous years in amounts ranging
from $5OO to $l,OOO, further increases to $1,500 should await further increases
in the appropriation. Such awards, however, can now be granted to students
who would benefit from House 1213, providing they demonstrate sufficient fin-
ancial need.

HOUSE 1984 —HOUSE 3105: AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE GRANTING OF
SCHOLARSHIP TO STUDENTS AT COMMUNITY COLLEGES
BY THE BOARD OF REGIONAL COMMUNITY COLLEGES.

The purpose of these bills is to encourage more scholarship awards for stu-
dents in the regional community colleges, although no reference is made to an
authorization for funding or to an appropriation specifically.

The intent of these bills can be effectively achieved, as the financial aid
study recommends, through adequate appropriations of student aid funds to
the regional community colleges. Such appropriations would leave the respon-
sibility for identifying the individual recipients of such awards to the institu-
tions concerned, and, if adequate, would provide assistance to well over 2% of
the enrollment. One implication of the bills would be to establish a third
awarding agency, the Board of Regional Community Colleges, in addition to
the present two, the institution and the Board of Higher Education. Such du-
plication would complicate matters for needy students, who should apply to
their institutions in any event because of federal and other funds administered
by institutions. The Board’s study in reference to these bills points up to the
need for increased allocations of student aid funds to the community colleges.
They presently receive about $8 per capita compared with $l5 per capita in
the state college, $2l in the technological institutes and $36 at the University
of Massachusetts.

HOUSE 2338: AN ACT PROVIDING FOR FULL TIME MERIT SCHOLAR-
SHIPS AT STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGES.

The purpose of this bill is to extend the benefits of the present senatorial
merit scholarship program to the community colleges. The present program,
under which four such awards are awarded each year in each senatorial dis-



HOUSE— No. 4591. [Feb.12

trict, will cost the Commonwealth $128,000 annually for awards when in full
operation, and costs $5,000 annually for administration. The addition of four
awards per district per year for the community colleges would increase the
cost for awards by $64,000 per year, and would put the community colleges in
a favored position. At present, the winners of these awards may choose freely
among the eligible four year institutions. The merit awards are based solely on
an examination. Financial need is not a consideration.

The first year of operation of the Merit Scholarship Program has suggested
some changes, Including a change in name to “honor” scholarships to avoid
conflict with the National Merit Scholarships Corporation and its patent rights
to phrase “merit scholarship”.

Accordingly, the Board has recommended certain changes in the present
merit scholarship legislation through a bill jointly sponsored by President
Donahue and Senator Fonseca. The Boards study of H 2338 suggests that the
Donahue-Fonseca bill be amended to include the regional community colleges
in the list of eligible institutions. Such awards would still be renewable
through four years, provided the recipient transferred to an eligible four year
institution. The total annual cost, $128,000 for awards and $5,000 for adminis-
tration, would then not be increased.

HOUSE 2350; AN ACT REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
TO PUBLISH LISTS OF SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR
STUDENTS.

The purpose of this bill is to provide better information for Massachusetts
residents about scholarships for higher education. The Board’s scholarship
study indicated that more information is necessary about the various state
programs, and that the problem is as much one of dissemination and guidance
as it is of publication. The state scholarship office has been limited by an in-
adequate operating budget from offering the type of public information pro-
gram which would be desirable.

The Board’s study of House 2350 indicates that there are some good na-
tional directories available, including the American Legion Need A Lift which
is published annually, and that compiling and keeping such directories current
is a major undertaking which should not be unnecessarily duplicated.

The Board of Higher Education and the Department of Education are in
agreement that the small pamphlet currently prepared by this Board should
be expanded beyond its present scope to include more information about
major local sources of aid, and more general advice, such as the importance
of applying to the institution the student is attending or will attend, and of
checking with each company, union, church or other organization with which
any member of the student’s family is affiliated.

Given sufficient staff and administrative budget, the Board’s scholarship office
can expand this publication and its distribution and conduct a more adequate
program of public information to include more meetings with students and
counsellors.
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HOUSE 2679: AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOL-
ARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN GOVERNMENT
SERVICE.

The purpose of this bill is to establish special scholarships which could be
awarded to undergraduate or graduate students or both for work leading to
careers in government service, and to provide initial funding for such awards
in the amount of $250,000. Since the bill would leave to this Board the estab-
lishment of appropriate regulations for the administration of such a program,
its administration could be made consistent with the general guidelines for
sound scholarship programs outlined in the Board’s scholarship study.

The Board’s study of this bill indicates it would be a feasible program to
operate. College financial aid officers and the Boards Scholarship office point
out the undesirability of awarding undergraduate scholarships in specialized
fields of interest since students’ fields are subject to change. Such scholar-
ships would be awarded, therefore, to third and fourth year undergraduates
and particularly to graduate students. The main drawback would be the cost
of the program. To the extent that the program might detract from the press-
ing need for funds for the general scholarship program, the implications would
be negative.

Police Education

Two bills, House 301 and House 2477, in Chapter 29 of the
Resolves of 1968 are related to police education.

The matter of police education and training has been the subject
of study and action at both the federal and state levels over the
past two years. The Governor’s Committee on Law Enforcement
and the Administration of Justice submitted two studies a year
ago which outlined the need for strengthened police education
programs and for the funds to help support them, including stu-
dent financial aid funds for in-service and pre-service police edu-
cation.

As a result of those reports, a joint committee on police educa-
tion was appointed to advise both this Board and the Governor’s
Committee on the content of appropriate programs for police edu-
cation and under what auspices which programs should be of-
fered. In addition, legislation was introduced in 1968 to provide
financial support to present and prospective police personnel for
higher education. Although that legislation was not passed in
1968, similar legislation will be reintroduced in 1969 before the
General Court. It is the understanding of this Board that such
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legislation will recommend grants for law enforcement personnel
for higher education and for prospective law enforcement person-
nel under a police cadet program.

The regional community colleges have established courses in
police science in the past two years in response to community
need and to Chapter 811 of the Acts of 1967. Courses at five
such institutions enrolled 427 individuals, mostly police officers in
the spring of 1968. This fall 852 are enrolled at nine institutions
and a tenth will offer such courses in the spring semester. Fifty
one sections of police science courses will be offered in 1968-69
by the community colleges for which they have received an ap-
propriation of $37,000 to help defray the tuition waiver provided
to police officers under Chapter 811. The definition of additional
courses suitable for police education is still under study by the
joint advisory committee on police education to the Governor’s
Committee and to this Board.

In addition to these state developments, the Federal Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-351)
financial aid funds (loans and grants) are now available to present
was enacted by Congress in June of 1968. Under this Statute
and future law enforcement officials, the loans to be cancelable
at 25 per year through four years of law enforcement work.
Massachusetts institutions of higher education will receive about
$200,000 in federal funds for such purposes for the remainder of
1968-69, and larger sums each year starting with fiscal 1970. Indi-
vidual grants will cover tuition up to $6OO per year and loans of up
to $lBOO per year help toward all educational expenses, both to be
based on individual financial need.

Public Law 90-351 also calls for a comprehensive state plan
concerned with law enforcement. The Massachusetts plan is
now being developed by the Governor’s Committee on Law Enforce-
ment and the Administration of Justice.

These developments are all relevant to the study of House 301
and 2477.
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HOUSE 301; AN ACT DIRECTING THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCA-
CATION TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN UNIVERSITY EXTEN-
SION COURSES FOR POLICE OFFICERS OF CITIES AND

TOWNS.

The purpose of this bill is to provide education for police officers at locations
in various parts of the state, and to provide courses directly under the auspices
of this Board. As has been outlined above 51 sections of police science courses
are currently being offered by the community colleges to police officers through-
out the Commonwealth. Additional sections will be offered in 1969-70 and
courses in additional subject areas will be defined by the Governor’s Committee
and this Board as appropriate for police education upon the recommendation
of the Advisory Committee on Police Education.

The offering of such courses through the public institutions of higher educa-
tion is consistent with recommendations to the Board from its Advisory Com-
mittee on Continuing Education that university level extension courses be
offered by institutions rather than directly by this Board. That policy has been
approved by the Board and is now being implemented.

HOUSE 2477: AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM OF SCHOLARSHIPS
FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN CAREERS IN LAW EN-
FORCEMENT.

The purpose of this bill is to provide financial assistance to individuals in-
terested in careers in law enforcement. The Board’s study of this bill indi-
cates that 'both cancelable loans and grants are now available for such pur-
poses from federal sources. Legislation has also been prepared and filed by
the Governor’s Committee on Law Enforcement and the Administration of
Justice for consideration by the General Court in 1969 under which a system of
state financial aid would also be provided. That legislation has been prepared
to insure compatability of the state programs with the federal student aid
programs and with the comprehensive state plan which is being developed for
all aspects of law enforcement.




