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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Kitterman of Pittsfield, for a
bill with the same title (House, No. 4683). March 27.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act relative to examinations for promotion to a higher

GRADE IN POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith for the
3 holding of competitive promotional examinations without
4 delay, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
5 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
6 safety and convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as
follows:

€bc Commontoealtb of cgassadjusetts

1 Chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 20, as most recently amended by chap-
3 ter 40 of the acts of 1964, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:—
5 Section 20. Appointments and promotions in such police
6 and fire forces of cities and towns as are within the official ser-
-7 vice, in the detective force of the state department of public
8 safety, in the capitol police force, and in the police force of
9 the metropolitan district commission shall be made only by

10 competitive examination, except as otherwise provided in
11 this chapter. No person shall be eligible to take any examina-
-12 tion for appointment as a detective in the division of state
13 police who on the date of such examination is over forty-
-14 five years of age. No promotional examination shall be held
15 for fewer than four examinees unless the examination is
16 open to all the lower grades under provisions of this sec-
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tion. Eligibility for entrance to a promotional examination
for any grade of service shall be limited to permanent em-
ployees in the next lower grade, but if the number of per-
sons in such lower grade applying, or if the number of appli-
cants presenting themselves for examination, is not sufficient
to hold an examination, the examination shall be thrown
open to the next lower grades in succession until at least
the necessary number of persons have applied and have pre-
sented themselves for examination; provided, that such per-
sons shall not be eligible to take any such examination
the first grade above the lowest grade in police and fire
departments in cities and towns with a population in excess
of fifty thousand, in the detective force of the state depart-
ment of public safety, in the capitol police force and in the
police force of the metropolitan district commission unless
they have been employed after certification in the lower
grade for at least three years, and for all other grades un-
less they have been employed after certification in the lower
grade or grades admitted to the examination for at least
one year. In cities and towns with a population of fifty
thousand or under, such persons shall not be eligible to take
any such examination unless they have been employed after
certification in the lower grade or grades admitted to the ex-
amination for at least one year.
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