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Executive Department

House, Boston, May 20, 1969

To the Honorable Senate and Home of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of Article LYI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1336 entitled “An Act providing life tenure for certain members
of the police force and the fire department of the town of Mashpee.”

This bill provides that a member of either the police or fire depart-
ment may have the advantages of the tenure provisions thereof if
he has served in his office or position for a period of three con-
secutive years.

Of the six members of the police department, the chief and the
three patrolmen would obtain no advantage from the legislation
because they have been members of the department only since 1968.
One of the sergeants would receive no advantage because, although
he has been a member of the department since 1964, he has only
held Ins present office since August 1968. The second sergeant
would come within the scope of the bill because he has been a
member of the department since 1964 and a sergeant since June 1965.

Neither the two members of the fire department would be eligible
because, although the chief has been a member of the department
since 1946, he has only held his present position since July 1968.
The fire fighter would not be eligible because he has served only
since 1968.

Therefore, only one member of the total of eight members of the
two departments would be eligible for any benefit under this bill.

Also this bill provides that tenure shall be unlimited and this is
in conflict with the provisions of General Laws Chapter 32 Section 1
which provides that the maximum age for members in Grade 4,
which includes policemen and firefighters, shall be the last day of
the month in which they attain the age of 65 at which time they
shall be retired.
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Thus, in order to clarify this legislation as to its intent and to
conform with the General Laws, I recommend the bill be amended
as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and substituting in
place thereof the following:

‘ ‘ The tenure of office of any present or future permanent member
of the police force and of the fire department of the town of Mashpee
who has or shall have served in his respective office or position for a
period of three consecutive years shall be unlimited until age sixty-
five and he shall hold office during good behavior unless incapacitated
by physical or mental disability from performing his duties or re-
moved for just cause by the selectmen in the manner provided by
section forty-three of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws”.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth


