
HOUSE . No. 5434

Executive Department

State House, Boston, June 25, 1969.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
4227 entitled “An Act further regulating the location of dumps.”

Section 150 A of Chapter 111 deals with the regulation of dump or
refuse disposal sites. The intent of this legislation is to prohibit the
location of a dump or refuse disposal site within 300 feet of any
dwelling house.

This act amends the first paragraph of Section 150 A of Chapter 111
of the General Laws as appearing in Section 1 of Chapter 310 of the
Acts of 1955 by striking out the first sentence of the first paragraph
and inserting a duplicate sentence with the addition of the words
“and unless such dumping ground or site is located more than 300
feet from an}' dwelling house”.

The second sentence of this act states that this act shall not apply
to rubbish disposal and dump sites which have been in operation
by a municipality for a period of one year during the preceding five
years of the effective date of this act. The intent of the final sen-
tence in this act is to exclude the 300 foot provision from applying to
dumps and sites that have been in operation by a municipality for a
period of one year during the preceding five years. The wording of
this final sentence, however, states that this entire act and thus the
first sentence of Section 150 A of Chapter 111 shall not apply to dump
sites which have been in operation during the aforementioned period,
thereby legalizing dumps and sites which have not been lawfully
assigned.

In order to correct this defect and to put this legislation in its
proper form, I recommend the bill be amended as follows:
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By striking out all after the enacting clause and substituting in
place thereof the following:

Section 1. The first paragraph of section 150 A of chapter 111
of the general laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 310 of the
acts of 1955, is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence
and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: No place
in any city or town shall be established or maintained by any
person, including any political subdivision of the commonwealth,
as a dumping ground for garbage, rubbish or other refuse or as a
site for a refuse disposal incinerator unless such place has been as-
signed by the board of health of such city or town as a dumping
ground or as a site for a refuse disposal incinerator subject to the
provisions of any ordinance or by-law adopted therein under chap-
ter forty A or corresponding provisions of earlier law, and unless
such dumping ground or site is located more than three hundred
feet from any dwelling house.

Section 2. Three hundred foot limitation specified in section
one of this act shall not apply to any dumping ground or site which
has been maintained by a municipality for a period of at least one
year during the five years preceding the effective date of this act.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth.


