
HOUSE . 5586
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. DiFrusoia of Lawrence, for a

Bill to provide housing for low and moderate income families (House, No. 2916).
July 31.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act providing for housing for low and moderate income
FAMILIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :

1 Chapter 121 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 26MMM the following sections: —

3 Section 26NNN. When used in sections twenty-six 000
4 and twenty-six PPP, unless the context otherwise requires,
5 the following words shall have the following meanings:—
6 “Low and moderate income families” means any family
7 which can qualify for public housing under the existing
8 continued occupancy limits established by the local housing
9 authority, or any family whose net income is no more than

10 twenty-five per cent over the existing limits. A city or town
11 that does not have a local housing authority shall use the
12 limits of a housing authority in an adjacent city or town.
13 “Dwelling Unit” means a single or two family house to be
14 built on separate house lots.
15 Section 26000. A local housing authority, or where there
16 is no housing authority, the city council of a city or by vote
17 of a town meeting in a town, is hereby authorized to build
18 dwelling units for low and moderate income families. Said
19 dwelling units shall be rented to low and moderate income
20 families at a reasonable rental. The local housing authority,
21 or city or town, as the case may be, is authorized to take by
22 eminent domain and incur debt for the cost of construction
23 and may issue bonds, each issue to constitute a separate loan,
24 and such loan shall be paid in not more than twenty years
25 from their dates.
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26 A city may guarantee the debt by going beyond its debt
27 limit by two and one-half per cent of city evaluation, and a
28 town may guaranty the debt by going beyond its debt limit
29 by five per cent of its evaluation. The commonwealth shall
30 subsidize up to twenty per cent of the cost of construction;
31 provided, that the local housing authority has sold to or
32 offered for sale to the federal government or to private %

33 enterprise all state aided public housing, except housing for
34 the elderly, under its control. The city or town may sell such
35 dwelling units five years after construction is completed atij'
36 reasonable selling prices with right of first refusal given to tlm
37 occupants of such units; provided, however, that any moneys
38 received from such sales shall be applied to repay the bonded
39 indebtedness relative to such housing. Said occupants shall be
40 allowed sixty days to exercise their rights of purchase, and if
41 the rights are not exercised within said period, the city or
42 town shall sell said units on open competitive bids, but only
43 to individuals who intend to occupy, and priority shall be
44 given to those who qualify as low or moderate income
45 families. An occupant who exercises his right of purchase may
46 obtain a mortgage up to ninety per cent of the selling price
47 from the Massachusetts housing finance agency.
48 Section 26PPP. No action shall be taken by a city or town
49 unless, upon application by such city or town to the depart-
-50 ment of community affairs, said department determines that
51 an acute shortage of housing exists in such city or town.
52 Upon such application by a city or town said department
53 shall hold a public hearing in such city or towr n at which any
54 inhabitant or other person subject to taxation in such city or
55 town shall have a reasonable opportunity to present facts and
56 arguments in favor of or against the granting of the applica-
57 tion. The decision of said department upon such application *

58 shall be final.
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