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Executive Department

State House, Boston, August 21, 1969

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to the provisions of Article LVI of the Amendments to
the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill 5526,
entitled “An Act authorizing the division of youth service to con-
vey certain land in the town of Lancaster to George E. Sanderson
in exchange for certain other land in said town,” with my recom-
mendation for an amendment described below.

This legislation would authorize the Director of the Division of
Youth Service to transfer certain land, physically located in
Lancaster but part of the Industrial School for Boys in Shirley, to
a private citizen in exchange for certain other land which is also
contiguous to the Industrial School property. I am advised that
the purpose of the transfer is to enable the relocation of an air-
port runway to reduce a noise nuisance caused by aircraft taking-
off and landing.

I am informed that the Division of Youth Service does not have
any present or prospective use for the land being transferred. This
legislation as now drafted, however, provides no assurance that
the Commonwealth will receive fair market value for the land it
is giving up. I recommend, therefore, that the legislation be
amended to provide for an independent appraisal of the respective
parcels of land; and to provide that the transfer be made contin-
gent upon a payment to the Commonwealth equal to whatever
extent the Commonwealth’s land exceeds in fair market value the
land being received in exchange. In this way the towns of Shirley
and Lancaster will be able to solve their noise-nuisance problem,
and the Commonwealth will receive fair market value for its land.

To accomplish this purpose, I recommend that the legislation be
amended by adding at the end thereof the following paragraph:—

The appraised value of the land to be conveyed by George E.
Sanderson and the appraised value of the land to be conveyed by
the Commonwealth shall be determined by not less than one

Cfte Commontoealti) of B@aosacl)uoetto



HOUSE Ho. 5715. [Aug. 1969.)

€

independent appraiser selected by the Commissioner of Adminis-
tration. The cost of such appraisal shall be paid by George E.
Sanderson to the Commonwealth. In the event the appraised value
of the land to be conveyed by the Commonwealth is greater than
the appraised value of the land to be conveyed by George E.
Sanderson, George E. Sanderson shall pay to the Commonwealth
a sum of money equal to the difference between said appraised
values. Notwithstanding the provisions of the first paragraph of
this act, unless the appraisal required by this paragraph is
made and unless any payment required in the preceding sentence
is made, the conveyance authorized by the said first paragraph shall
not be made. The sum of money paid for the purpose of appraisal
shall be separate from and independent of the sum of money paid
as a result of difference in appraised values.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor of the Commonwealth


