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Executive Department
State House, Boston, August 24, 1969.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5650, entitled “An Act increasing the salary of the sheriff of Suffolk
County.”

This bill would increase the annual salary of the Sheriff of
Suffolk County from $13,000 to $16,000. It would also result in
salary increases of about 23% for court officers of the Superior
Court for Suffolk County, since G.L. c. 221, s. 73 provides that the
salaries of those officers shall be an amount equal to 70% (or, in a
few instances, between 75% and 80%) of the salary of the
Sheriff. Thus, House Bill No. 5650 would grant substantial salary
increases for a number of county positions rather than only one.

The funds for these increases must, of course, come from the
taxpayers of the City of Boston. I therefore think it appropriate
that the City make the ultimate decision as to the propriety of
those increases. To deny the City that opportunity might well
violate the spirit—and perhaps even the letter—of Article
LXXXIX of the Amendments to the Constitution, the so-called
Home Rule Amendment. The inclusion of a provision making the
act subject to local acceptance would serve the interests of fairness
and would reduce the danger of a constitutional challenge. I also
note that previous pay raise bills for the Sheriff of Suffolk County
and for the court officers wrhose salaries are pegged to the Sheriff’s
have been conditioned on acceptance by the City of Boston. See,
for example, Acts of 1966, Chapter 463, and Acts of 1963, Chapter
766. If this bill is amended by adding a similar provision for
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acceptance by Boston, then I shall sign it into law, and let the
appropriate officials of Boston, which must pay the cost of this bill,
determine whether the rather high pay increases it calls for are
justified.

Accordingly, I recommend that House Bill No. 5650 be amended
by striking section two, and by substituting therefor the follow-
ing section:—Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its accept-
ance by the city of Boston in the current year.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Acting Governor oj the Commonwealth.


