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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

182 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON 02111, NOVEMBER 3, 1971

The Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of State, State House, Boston,
Massachusetts

DEAR MR. DAVOREN; In compliance with sections 33 and
33A of chapter 30 of the General Laws, as amended, 1 have the
honor to submit, herewith, recommendations for legislation accom-
panied by draft bills for consideration of the General Court.

Respectfully yours,

EDWARD C. MOORE,

®(je Commontocaltf) of iHajSstacfjusiettsf

Chancellor.
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The Legislative actions requested by the Board of Higher Educa-
tion for this year are designed to increase the capacity of the
Board for meeting its responsibilities to the citizens of Massachu-
setts in planning and coordinating higher education in the Com-
monwealth. For the past year, the Board of Higher Education has
been developing a framework for a master plan for public higher
education. During the course of these studies, it has become
increasingly evident that access to some form of higher education
for the residents of Massachusetts is one of the major problems
facing the Commonwealth. While the public system of higher
education has grown from 17,000 students in 1960 to 80,000
students in 1971, the demand for places in higher education has
grown at an equally astonishing rate. This massive demand is
behind the development of one of the two pieces of legislation the
Board of Higher Education is filing this year.

This problem of access stems from the need for assistance on
the part of prospective college and university students in finding an
appropriate institution at which to apply for admission. The Board
is filing legislation designed to provide for the establishment of an
educational opportunities information center in the Board of
Higher Education to alleviate problems faced by students seeking
to locate appropriate institutions for their education.

As its second bill, the Board is filing legislation which would
provide it with fiscal flexibility commensurate with the other
boards associated with higher education in the Commonwealth.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
INFORMATION CENTER IN THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCA-
TION

In order to provide an efficient mechanism through which stu-
dents seeking places in the public system of higher education might
be matched up with an appropriate opening in one of the Com-
monwealth’s institutions, it is necessary to develop an Educational
Opportunities Information Center where referrals can be handled
regarding student admissions, transfers and enrollments. The legisla-
tion being filed by the Board would create such a center under the
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Board of Higher Education as a part of its coordinating function.
Such a center would be empowered to elicit cooperation from the
public institutions and collect from these institutions such non-
confidential information as may assist the center in the perfor-
mance of its duties associated with referral, admissions and enroll-
ment. A prospective student who is not offered admission at one
of the public institutions in the Commonwealth could request the
center to refer his application to another institution that may be
more appropriate for his particular educational needs. The center
could, at its discretion and with permission of the applicant direct
the attention of other institutions to the applicant. Such a center
would prevent a student who had been refused at one institution
from missing out on education entirely if an opportunity for this
student existed at another public institution in the Commonwealth.

2. GRANTING FISCAL FLEXIBILITY TO THE BOARD OF HIGHER
EDUCATION

The major leap forward in progress in public higher education in
the Commonwealth can be traced back to the period when fiscal
flexibility was achieved by the University of Massachusetts and
subsequently achieved by the other segments in the public system
of higher education. Such fiscal flexibility permitted the University
of Massachusetts and the other institutions to seek out the best
possible personnel, establish innovative programs and develop an
environment commensurate with the educational activity being
undertaken. The Board of Higher Education in its crucial role as
the state coordinator of public higher education is the only major
board deficient in this fiscal flexibility and as such finds it difficult
to meet those growth needs facing the Commonwealth so as to
provide for both quantity and quality in public higher education.
Therefore, the Board of Higher Education is filing legislation that
would grant it fiscal flexibility.
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