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METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION
20 SOMERSET STREET, BOSTON 02108, NOVEMBER 3, 1971

Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House
Boston, Massachusetts

DEAR MR. SECRETARY: In accordance with the provisions
of chapter 30, section 33, as amended, the Metropolitan District
Commission herewith transmits a copy of the recommendations for
legislation, together with a draft of the bills embodying the legisla-
tion recommended. The drafts of legislation have been submitted
to the Counsel of the House as required by law.

Respectfully submitted

JOHN W. SEARS,
Commissioner.

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,
Associate Commissioner.

VINCENT P. O’BRIEN,
Associate Commissioner.
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JOHN F. HAGGERTY,
Associate Commissioner.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COM-
MISSION CONSTRUCT AN ATHLETIC PLANT TO BE DESIGNA-
TED AS THE JOHN A. RYDER SPORTS ARENA AT A LOCATION
TO BE SELECTED BY SAID COMMISSION.

This legislation is needed to carry out the 1970 mandate of the
Legislature directing the Metropolitan District Commission to con#
struct an all-weather sports arena. Since the Commission was un-
able to designate a site by December 31, 1970, as originally
required, it is unable to proceed with the project until that require-
ment is removed.

2. AN ACT REPEALING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF LAW RELATIVE TO
THE TAXATION OF CERTAIN PROPERTY OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH HELD BY THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COM-
MISSION.

Since 1920 the Commonwealth has paid taxes to the Town of
Hull on property owned by the M.D.C. but leased or occupied for
business purposes. The amount, based on a percentage of con-
cession revenue, has been decreasing over the years to the point
where the law is unfair, unwieldy and should be repealed.

YN ACT PROVIDING FOR MUSICAL, DRAMATIC, AND CULTURAL
ACTIVITIES ON PROPERTY UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION

Since 1909 the M.D.C. has been permitted to provide band
concerts. Enactment of this legislation would broaden its capacity
to include Shakespearean dramas and such other activities as would
be appropriate for public enjoyment.

4
4. AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE METROPOLITAN DIS-

TRICT COMMISSION TO TAKE OVER THE CARE, CONTROL AND
MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN PUBLIC WAYS AND PARKWAYS IN

THE CITIES OF BOSTON, NEWTON AND WALTHAM AND IN THE
TOWNS OF MILTON, DEDHAM, AND WATERTOWN.
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This legislation would shift to M.D.C. care and conti
streets which border the Charles River and connect the Charles
River Reservation to the Charles Riverside Reservation in New-
ton/Weston, and certain streets which border the Neponset River
and Mother Brook and connect the Neponset River Reservation
with the Stony Brook Reservation; and certain streets which con-
nect the M.D.C. Parkway system in Boston with the Blue Hill
Reservation.

The theory of the legislation, similar to the 1956 legislation
which transferred Arborway, Morton Street, Gallivan Boulevard,
and other streets, is to complete a circuit of roadways maintained
and policed by M.D.C., and to use M.D.C. highway funds in aid of
local communities.

5. AN ACT AUTHORIZING POLICE OF CITIES AND TOWNS TO AID
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT POLICE UPON REQUEST OF
THE COMMISSIONER OR OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF THE
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT POLICE.

Chapter 41, section 99 of the General Laws, authorizes the
mayor, selectmen or chief of police of a city or town to request
and receive assistance from other police departments. Unfortu-
nately, however, this law makes no provisions for the Metropolitan
District Commission to request or receive aid from any other
police department should the need ever arise. According to the
opinions rendered by a past Attorney General, local police have no
police authority whatever within the Metropolitan District Cornu
sion jurisdiction except to pursue and apprehend persons who have
committed violations within their own jurisdictions. In view of the
lack of continuity of areas under the jurisdiction of the Commis
sion and the vast dispersion of the Commission’s police manpower
throughout the Metropolitan district, the Metropolitan District
Commission feels that the maintenance of the public safety in
localities under its jurisdiction requires that the Commission in
emergency situations have the right to request and receive aid from
other police forces. If the Commission does not have this capabil-
ity, the public safety in all other areas which the Metropolitan
Police must also safeguard, might be jeopardized.
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AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMIS-
SION TO APPOINT AND EMPLOY POLICE CADETS.

Chapter 439 of the acts of 1967, which authorized the cities
and towns to employ police cadets, did not, however, include any
provision for a police cadet program to be instituted within the
Metropolitan District Police Force. The establishment of such a
program within the Metropolitan Police is considered to be of the
utmost importance by the Commission. A police cadet program#
would provide a source of experienced, better trained and better
qualified candidates for appointment to the regular Metropolitan
Police Force. Additionally, under the terms of this proposal, the
possible “creditable service” which could be awarded to a cadet
upon his appointment to the Commission’s regular police force
might be an inducement for many young men to pursue a career
of service to the Commonwealth as a member of the Metropolitan
Police. Upon passage of this proposal, the Commission is prepared
to inaugurate this program promptly. Appointment of cadets
would relieve some patrolmen for more important police duties
and this would greatly strengthen the law enforcement capabilities
of the Metropolitan Police.

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMIS-
SION TO EXPEND CERTAIN AVAILABLE FUNDS TO EXTEND
ITS WATER SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION TUNNEL-LOOP SYSTEM

AND TO MAKE CERTAIN CONNECTIONS THERETO.

Enactment of this legislation would authorize the construction
of a water tunnel from Weston to Somerville, thus improving the
distribution of potable water. No additional funds are required.
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