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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act to establish a finance commission for the county of
ESSEX.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Chapter 34 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
at the end thereof the following sections:

County Finance Commissions.

1 Section 26. Within one hundred eighty days after the passage
2 of this act the governor with the advice and consent of the
3 council shall appoint a finance commission for the county of
4 Essex to consist of five persons, inhabitants of and qualified
5 voters in the county, who shall have been such for at least three
6 years prior to the date of their appointment, one for the term of
7 five years, one for four years, one for three years, one for two
8 years, and one for one year, and thereafter as the terms of office
9 expire in each year one member for a term of five years.

* 10 Vacancies in the commission shall be filled for the unexpired
11 term by the governor with the advice and consent of the council.
12 The members of the commission may be removed by the
13 governor with the advice and consent of the council for such
14 cause as he shall deem sufficient. The chairman shall be desig-
15 nated by the governor. His annual salary shall be as fixed in the
16 county budget. The other members shall serve without pay.
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17 Section 27. It shall be the duty of the finance commission
18 from time to time to investigate any and all matters relating to
19 appropriations, loans, expenditures, accounts and methods of

20 administration affecting the county, or any department thereof,
21 that may appear to the commission to require investigation, and
22 to report thereon from time to time to the governor, to the
23 county commissioners, or the general court. The commission
24 shall make an annual report in January of each year to the
25 general court.
26 Section 28. The commission is authorized to employ such
27 experts, counsel, and other assistants, and to incur such other
28 expenses as it may deem necessary, and the same shall be paid by
29 the county upon requisition by the commission, not exceeding in
30 the aggregate in any year the sum of twenty-five thousand
31 dollars, or such additional sums as may be appropriated for the
32 purpose. A sum sufficient to cover the salary of the chairman of
33 the commission and the further sum of at least twenty-five
34 thousand dollars to meet the expenses as aforesaid shall be
35 appropriated each year by the county. The commission shall have
36 the same right to incur expenses in anticipation of its appropri-
-37 ation as if it were a regular department of said county.
38 Section 29. For the purpose of enabling the commission to
39 perform the duties and carry out the object herein contemplated,
40 and to enable the governor, the county commissioners, or the
41 general court to receive the reports and findings of the commis-
-42 sion as a basis for such laws, ordinances, or administrative orders
43 as may be deemed met, the commission shall have all the powers
44 and duties enumerated in section eight of chapter two hundred
45 thirty-three of the General Laws; but counsel for any witness at
46 any public hearing may ask him any pertinent question and may
47 offer pertinent evidence through other witnesses subject to
48 cross-examination by the commission and its counsel.


